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Abstract. This study analyzed how four Delhi newspapers framed the Manipur violence in the months
following a viral video of women being paraded naked. The conflict began on May 3, 2023, between the Kuki-
Zo tribal community and the Meitei people in Manipur. The violence was sparked by a petition from the Meitei
Tribe Union seeking Scheduled Tribe status, leading to clashes after a peaceful protest on May 3 turned violent.
A content analysis of four newspapers, two regional and two nationals were conducted to determine the overall
pattern of coverage and the extent and the presence of framing of this issue. Frame used, tones, number of
articles and page placement were analyzed that mentioned Manipur violence. 4333 Newspaper articles were
retrieved from archives and analyzed. The study found that political, Security and defense frames were used
more followed by law and order and Conflict frames. The other twelve frames were in far less frequencies.
The tone of coverage was largely negative in regional newspapers and neutral in National newspapers. Overall
findings prove that there is a large extent of political, Security and defense frames employed in the coverage
of violence.
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1 Introduction

People depend on media for news and information and are accustomed to relying and
trusting on print media, in particular newspapers as a principal source of information
for news partly because they are often viewed as reliable with diverse content. Mass
media influence is seen in a wide range of aspects of life, from the way people vote to
how they feel about violence and our ability to understand others' opinions. Over the
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years mass media's overall influence has changed significantly both because of devel-
opment in technology and their own evolution and hence it is important to learn about
how media frames the news.

Goffman [3] referred to media framing as a lens in which societies take an overall

view of and organize all that surrounds them. The way in which each topic, issue and
problem can be seen from a different angle and perspective is what constitutes the idea
of framing.

According to Entman [4], the purpose of framing would be to focus attention on one
aspect of perceived truth in order to position it as the most appropriate option. Choice
of framing is mainly centered on journalist’s work [5], based on ideology, newsworthi-
ness and other factors [6].

The portrayal of Manipur violence in the media has been criticized for being biased,
sensationalist, and inaccurate. Some critics argued that the press tends to turn a blind
eye or dismiss good developments in this conflict, while focusing on bad aspects of it.
Others claim that the press is to blame for spreading disinformation and propaganda.
This research will concentrate on the print media framing of Manipur violence.

2 Literature Review

The news media provide an important source of information, and a strong form of com-
munication[7][8]. “Every news story has a structure, and more specifically there are
themes that define this structure. These themes are called frames due to their function
of structuring these news stories” [9].

'Framing theory' is a way of studying how rhetorical tools can be employed to con-
vince people about what positions are the most important. Frames choose certain ele-
ments of perceived reality which make it more noticeable, often simplifying such mes-
sages in order to raise public awareness and promote support for antagonists but most
important, demobilizing them.

Understanding what the frames are for each of these issues used by politicians, the
media, and the voting public to communicate about it, is an enormous challenge. Due
to the dynamic and creative nature of language and the growing volume of data in which
frames are appearing and developing over time [10].

2.1  Factors that influence framing

By framing the events in a certain manner, it can create polarized or differing sentiments
among the public, including lawmakers. Because different media cultures have varied
philosophies, levels of journalistic professionalism, and degrees of media independ-
ence, it is also expected that they will interpret demonstrations differently [3].

It is well known that a variety of factors, including the journalist's personal beliefs,
working conditions, editorial stance, and journalistic practices within his organization,
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as well as more remote elements like the political and economic environments, as well
as more general ideological and cultural conditions prevalent in his society, have an
impact on this selection process.

Journalists' framing of news is frequently heavily reliant on the availability of dif-
ferent information sources and their unique characteristics (perceived legitimacy, reli-
ability, power position, etc). It can also change over time in response to new develop-
ments and shifting circumstances.

2.2 Framing Research Review

Traditionally, the primary focus of research on framing was to clarify and redefine its
conceptualization [4][9] and based on thorough empirical studies of media frames as
independent factors that provoke cognitive and affective.

There are various factors that affect or influence framing. The use of certain words,
phrases, and pictures to support a certain portrayal of reality and an associated feeling,
together with the exclusion of other aspects that would offer an alternative viewpoint
or elicit a different emotion, are common examples of media framing.

It is also evident in how the journalist chooses which sources to cite, what to quote,
and where to place the quote inside the narrative. One of the most well-known, albeit
contentious, notions in communication studies is still framing, resulting in ongoing dis-
cussions over the most effective ways to define, recognize, and quantify the frequency
of frames in news corpora [5]. Research on how protests were framed by the media
used either a generic or issue-specific approach [12]. Broad coverage patterns that are
applied to various situations and issues are the goal of general methods.

3 Methodology

The paper aims to explore the print media framing of Manipur issue through framing
theory. The research goes with a qualitative approach because it understands people's
beliefs, experiences, attitudes, behavior, and interactions. This study examined two re-
gional newspapers, and two national newspapers circulated in Delhi. The newspapers
were chosen based on the Indian Readership Survey (IRS) 2019. The Times of India
and The Hindu is the largest circulated English dailies in the state as well as the country,
with a TR of 17344, AIR of 5560 and TR of 545, AIR of 203 respectively. Dainik
Bhaskar and Hindustan ranks number one amongst regional Hindi dailies in terms of
TR of 52429, AIR of 15566 and TR of 49890, AIR of 13213 respectively.

Newspapers were collected from their archives. The timeline of articles focused on
a period of four months. The specific date ranges for the months observed are May to
August of 2023, since the above-mentioned timeline marks the outbreak of violence
which is still going on.

After examining the previous studies in literature review, variables such as article
number, page positioning, tone, and frames employed were evaluated to identify the
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overall framing that was discovered. Three tones were taken into consideration for
study, and the article number examined the quantity of news stories that were published
in each of the chosen newspapers throughout the designated period.

3.1 Research Questions

RQ1: What types of frames were used by the selected newspapers to provide infor-
mation about Manipur violence to the public?
RQ2: How does this newspaper make use of various frames in building these stories?

3.2  Reliability

The process by which separate coders assess a message's or artifact's properties and
come to the same judgement is known as intercoder reliability or as intercoder agree-
ment. (Tinsley & Wess, 2000).

In this study, intercoder reliability test trails were conducted with two chosen coders,
with third researcher gave the characteristics for analysis of parameters. According to
Holsti; Reliability = 2M/(N1+N2), where M is the total number of coding decisions that
the two coders agreed upon; and N1 represents the first coder’s decisions while N2
represents the second coder’s decisions. For analysing the articles, MAXQDA is used.
MAXQDA is a software program designed for computer-assisted qualitative and mixed
methods data, text and multimedia analysis in academic, scientific, and business insti-
tutions.

A content analysis of four newspapers, two regional and two national was conducted
to determine the overall pattern of coverage and the extent and the presence of framing
of this issue (regional; Dainik Bhaskar and Hindustan and national; Times of India and
The Hindu).

3.3  Sample

The sample taken for the study of Manipur violence was 974 newspaper articles, with
4333 codes in the Delhi edition of the selected newspapers. It was observed that The
Hindu had 448 news reports and Times of India had 277 news reports pertaining to the
Manipur violence while Dainik Bhaskar had 99 and Hindustan has 150 and news re-
ports pertaining to the issue, during the selected time frame of four months. From the
study it was observed that national newspapers have 506 articles more than regional
newspapers.

Times of India had 71 front page articles, and The Hindu had 64 front page articles,
while Dainik Bhasker had 54 and Hindustan had 40 front articles pertaining to the issue
during the selected time frame.

The most frequently occurring frames for covering the issue by the selected news-
papers were the political frame and the security and defense frame. The political frame
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is the most used frame in four of the newspapers and the other three commonly occur-
ring frames have a lesser range of coverage. Other frames selected also occurred, but
they are far less in number.

4 Analysis

4.1 Frames Used: The Hindus

An analysis of the frames used in the articles of the selected newspaper reveals that 247
reports out of 448 news reports analyzed, used the political frame. This accounts to a
55.13%. Out of 448 news reports 127 of them used the security and defense frame. This
accounts to a 28.34%. Out of 448 news reports, 48 of the reports analyzed used the law
and order, crime and justice frame. This accounts to a total of 10.71%. Out of 448 news
reports 26 of the reports analysed used the conflict frame. It accounts to an 0.28%. The
other frames are present in lesser percentages.

4.2 Times of India

An analysis of the frames used in the articles of the selected newspaper reveals that
148 reports out of 277 news reports analyzed, used the political frame. This accounts
to a 53.42%. Out of 277 news reports 141 of them used the security and defense frame.
This accounts to a 50.90%. Out of 277 news reports, 40 of the reports analyzed used
the law and order, crime and justice frame. This accounts to a total of 14.44%. Out of
277 news reports 31 of the reports analysed used the conflict frame. It accounts to an
11.19%. The other frames are present in lesser percentages.

4.3 Dainik Bhaskar

An analysis of 99 articles reveals that 44 news reports used the conflict frame, which
accounts to a 44.4% . Out of 99 articles 42 news reports used the political frame, which
accounts to a 42.42%. Out of 99 articles 17 news reports used the law and order frame
which amounts to 17.17%. Out of the 99 articles analyzed, 16 of the news reports used
the cultural identity frame, which amounts to 16.16%. Other frames were also used in
the coverage however they were of a very less number.

4.4 Hindustan

An analysis of 150 articles reveals that 76 news reports used the conflict frame, which
accounts to a 50.6% . Out of 150 articles 65 news reports used the political frame, which
accounts to a 43.3%. Out of 150 articles 22 news reports used the law-and-order frame
which amounts to 14.6%. Out of the 150 articles analyzed, 15 of the news reports used
the cultural identity frame, which amounts to 10%. Other frames were also used in the
coverage however they were of a very less number.
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4.5 Tone of Coverage

The tone of coverage was largely neutral in the Hindu. Out of 448 articles, 243 articles
were coded neutral. Which is 57.85%. 166 articles were found to be positive in tone out
of 448 articles which is 39.52%. 11 articles were found to be negative, which gives
2.16%. Negative tone of coverage was more in times of India. Out of 296 articles, 196
articles were negative in tone which is 66.21%. 93 articles were positive, giving 31.41%
out of 296 articles. Only 10 news articles were neutral in tone out of 296 articles which
is 3.378%.

The tone of coverage was largely negative in Dainik Bhasker with 73 articles out of
101 news articles in negative tone. Which amounts to 72.27%. out of 101articles, 27
articles were positive in tone, which amounts to 26.73%. There was only 1 article which
was neutral in tone out of 101 news articles, which amounts to 0.99%. Negative tone
of coverage was largely seen in this newspaper. Out of 145 newspaper articles, 92 arti-
cles were negative in tone. Which amounts to 63.44%. Out of 145 articles there were
no neutral articles. 53 articles out of 145 news articles were positive in tone, which
amounts to 36.55%.

4.6 Headlines and lead lines

Both red and black ink were used for headlines and lead lines for catching immediate
attention of readers. Larger font size were given for headlines which were given in bold.
Lead lines were kept above head in lines in dainik Bhaskar. Mostly the red colous were
used in lead lines which had significance. It was observed that the main purpose of
these actions was to draw attention to conflict. Since lead paragraphs summarise the
main points of the report, it is crucial to analyse them. Each article's lead paragraphs
were examined as well.

4.7  Quotes Used

Quotes were seen in National Newspapers. Quotes made by judges, Court, Politicians
and Ruling Ministers were more. The quotes were more directed towards political as-
pects.

4.8 Photos and photo captions

Prior research indicates that images and photo captions affect how a news story is
framed. There was a discernible use of photos and picture captions in the chosen news-
papers. The Hindu had a greater number of Photos and Photo Captions compared to
other newspapers. The pictures were mostly showcasing harshness of violence and se-
curity and defence.

Based on the data gathered for the study, it can be seen that the ways in which the
chosen newspapers have covered the topic are both similar and different. Mentions of
the Manipur violence in the regional newspapers are more negative compared to the
national newspapers. Mentions of Manipur violence was more neutral in the national
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newspaper The Hindu compared to the regional newspapers. Times of India was more
in to negative tone leaning towards sensationalism. The frames used in news coverage
is not different in both regional and national newspapers, weightage of political frame,
and security and defense frame were more in every four newspaper. The number of
articles pertaining to Manipur violence was less in the regional newspapers compared
to the National newspaper. The number of front-page articles pertaining to the Manipur
violence is more in the national newspaper than regional newspapers. And thus Hy-
pothesis 3,4 and 5 is proven false.

5 Conclusion

By comparing the four chosen newspapers, the Hindu, Times of India, Dainik Bhaskar
and Hindustan, this study aimed to examine the coverage patterns, as well as the degree
and existence of framing. The national newspapers had published more number of ar-
ticles when compared to regional newspapers. Times of India has the greatest number
of front-page articles bordering on sensationalism with a negative tone. They mostly
targeted PM Narendra Modi’s initial silence regarding the violence. The Times of India
appears to be heavily biased in its reporting, despite its attempts to promote a nationalist
viewpoint. It’s common tactic to obtain publicity for strategic business advantage.

The Hindu with a greater number of articles, depicts the violence in a neutral tone
and has the least negative tone of coverage. Regional newspapers portray the issue
mostly in negative tones. Hindustan has a greater number of articles when compared to
Dainik Bhasker but the negative portrayal is seen more in Dainik Bhaskar. Frames used
by all the four newspapers are mostly the same giving weightage to political frame,
security and defense frame mainly targeting the Governing party. Most of the news
were about the Army and extremist attacks apart from political frame.

Both newspapers used dramatic black and red highlights on their headlines, as well
as larger font sizes, to draw readers' attention to news-related stories. It was found that
emphasising headlines served to draw in viewers and pique their curiosity. The primary
goal was to influence the audience's viewpoint and convince them of the significance
of the news.

Most of the sources from whom quotes were gathered were members of political
parties. This observation corroborated both the study's observations and the results of
earlier studies. The quotes that are included in the media often skew it towards a polit-
ical and conflictual perspective. While sources are trustworthy and necessary tools for
journalists, they must be handled carefully, and it must be made sure that the claims
made by the sources do not shape the article's general structure.

6 Scope of the Study

This study looked at coverage trends and found that certain specific frames were exten-
sively depended upon by journalists and organisations more than others. If news cov-
erage were objective and did not prioritise on the so-called presumed interests of the
audience, it would be more balanced in terms of the quantity of articles, tones, and
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frames. The more fan interest-focused the coverage is, the more out of balance it was
found to be.

7 Limitations of this study

There are certain limitations to this particular study. For this study, only newspapers
were used and did not take into account other media like online and electronic. This
study solely looked at the coverage and framing patterns of Delhi's print media only. It
would be worth the while investigating how comparable concerns might be covered by
Indian media. Broadening the scope of the analysis could be more revealing. Even
though this study found some significant trends and patterns, future research might con-
centrate on a wider time period and use a bigger sample size.
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