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Abstract. In today's rapidly evolving society, influenced by the internet, every
field is heading towards diversified development, including art and design
education. At the same time, private universities in China have witnessed a rapid
growth in their art and design programs. However, these programs face
significant challenges and constraints in terms of talent cultivation, curriculum
design, and teaching methods. To promote innovative development in private
university art and design majors, this study utilizes literature analysis and
questionnaire surveys to comprehensively explore the current status and potential
issues of this field, and proposes relevant educational innovation strategies. The
research findings indicate that private universities, represented by Shanghai
JianQiao University, should focus on clarifying training objectives, optimizing
curriculum resources, and innovating teaching methods to enrich talent
cultivation models, establish distinctive curriculum systems, and explore diverse
teaching approaches. These efforts will enhance the quality of talent cultivation
and promote the connotative and specialized diversified development of art and
design majors. This study provides theoretical support and practical guidance for
promoting innovation in private university art and design education.
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1 Introduction

1.1  Research Background and Significance

In recent years, the scale of private higher education in China has expanded
significantly, demonstrating rapid development. China's higher education sector has
made remarkable progress in recent years, and private universities play an important
role in promoting diversified allocation of educational resources and meeting diverse
educational needs.[!! According to the discipline structure of private universities at the
undergraduate level, art and design majors account for 18.8%, ranking second in terms
of proportion.[l The art design major, as one of the distinctive programs in private
universities, holds significant value in cultivating innovative artistic talent and
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promoting the development of the cultural and creative industries. Moreover, art design
education in China started relatively late but has grown rapidly, influenced by the wave
of the internet. It is currently heading towards a diversified direction. Therefore, delving
into the current status and innovative strategies of art design majors in private
universities is of great significance in enhancing the quality of talent cultivation and
promoting the development of professional characteristics.

1.2 Research Purpose

This research focuses on the diversified development of art design majors in private
universities and aims to explore relevant educational innovation strategies. Based on
the aforementioned background, this study intends to comprehensively review
domestic and international literature to gain a thorough understanding of the theories
regarding the diversified development of art design majors. It will also conduct an in-
depth analysis of the current status, characteristics, and existing issues in art design
education in private universities, laying a theoretical foundation for subsequent
research on innovative strategies. Additionally, a questionnaire survey will be designed
and administered to assess the awareness, needs, and obstacles of art design students in
private universities regarding the diversified development of their majors. Through
collecting and analyzing quantitative data, the research aims to identify the pain points
and constraints in the current professional development, providing empirical evidence
for educational innovation.

Through a mixed methods research approach combining literature review and ques-
tionnaire survey, this study aims to understand the current status and demands of art
design majors in private universities. It also seeks to explore feasible educational inno-
vation strategies to promote the diversified development of this field. This research will
provide theoretical support and practical guidance for achieving the goal of diversified
development in the art design profession at private universities.

2 The Development Status and Problems of Art Design Majors
in Private Universities

2.1  The Current Research Status of Art Design Majors

With the development of human society, the styles of art and design have gradually
become more diversified. Art and design in various fields possess their own unique
charm. For example, Ke Li(2021) Blexplored the construction of a higher art and design
education system in the new media era through data quantification analysis and model
building. Gong, B. et al.,(2021)™ analyzed the importance of basic art skills in
computer graphic design and highlighted that the rapid development of the Internet has
facilitated the emergence and application of new teaching methods and media.
Therefore, they suggest that the art and design industry should incorporate VR
technology to infuse it with more innovative vitality. Yi Zhou(2021)P conducted a
study on virtual reality technology from the perspective of educational technology and
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regarded it as a new educational technology. They proposed a new research field related
to educational technology called Virtual Reality (VR) technology in teaching.

These studies provide valuable insights and development directions for the art and
design industry, aiming to meet the needs of diverse groups and styles. They also en-
hance innovation and competitiveness within the industry. With the rapid development
of globalization and information technology, the art and design industry, as a creative
industry, holds immense market potential and competitiveness. Its uniqueness and in-
novation attract global consumers' attention, driving the industry's diversified develop-
ment. Therefore, the art and design industry holds significant importance in higher ed-
ucation.

2.2 Research Status of Education Path of Art Design Major in Private
Universities

The State Council of China has issued the ‘Implementation Plan for Vocational
Education Reform’, which aims to improve the educational quality of private
universities in the coming years. The plan includes adjustments and optimizations to
discipline construction and program offerings, reforms in talent cultivation models, and
expedited development of applied talent training in private universities.) Moreover,
the art and design major is an applied and practical discipline, which holds a significant
proportion in private universities. In recent years, there has been a series of theoretical
research and practical exploration conducted by universities and scholars focusing on
the educational training path of the art and design major.

Jie Liu (2019)7! in ‘Exploration of Talent Cultivation Methods for Applied Arts in
Undergraduate Colleges’ elucidated the importance of balancing theoretical knowledge
education and strengthening practical training for talent cultivation in applied arts at the
undergraduate level. Ke Li (2021)P! proposed various strategies to construct an art and
design education system in the new media era, such as incorporating Internet
technology thinking, enhancing the practical nature of professional courses, adopting
modular teaching approaches, and establishing a dual-track evaluation system that
focuses on both employ ability and professional competence. Min He(2020)[®! suggests
in his research that the cultivation of applied talents in the arts at local undergraduate
universities should focus on innovative concepts, comprehensive teaching content,
improved talent cultivation methods, and diversified evaluation methods. Ye Wang and
Weimin Guo(2023)® provided a detailed introduction to the educational philosophy
and curriculum structure of the Environmental Architecture Design discipline at Kobe
Institute of Technology in their research. They discussed how, in comparison to China's
emphasis on classroom teaching, the undergraduate design education in Japan places a
greater emphasis on practical teaching. This is achieved through the inclusion of
exercises, internships, and a higher weighting of credits to practical courses. And in his
research on applied arts and design programs in vocational colleges, Huazhi
Xiang(2024)'Y emphasizes the cultivation of students' innovation abilities and
practical work skills through various approaches. These include designing
multidimensional foundational courses, exploring diversified core curriculum teaching,
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and establishing collaborative mechanisms between multiple stakeholders in industry
and education for nurturing students.

Table 1. Research on the Education Path of Art Design Majors

The Education Path of Art and Design Majors
Researcher Course Teaching Teaching Innovative Evaluation
settings practice methods concepts system
Ji Liu ® °
(2019)
Min He ® °
(2020)
Ke Li ° ° ° °
(2021)
Ye Wang, Y ® Y
Weimin
Guo(2023)
Huazhi ® ° ® ®
Xiang(2024)

Through the review of relevant research (Table 1), the author believes that the
current educational approaches in private universities in China for art and design
programs, although varied in their emphasis, also share common points. Most of them
focus on the curriculum system, teaching practices, and methods in art and design
education. They also integrate practical teaching throughout the student development
process, gradually enhancing students' innovation spirit and practical abilities, which is
also the main focus for many researchers. Therefore, this study aims to explore
innovative teaching approaches in art and design programs in private universities.

2.3  The diversified Development Trend of Art Design Majors

With the rapid development of globalization and information technology, art and design
education are also facing a trend towards diversification. The teaching content of art
and design programs is evolving towards interdisciplinary integration. Traditional art
and design education is limited to a single discipline, making it challenging to meet the
increasingly complex and diverse societal demands. In recent years, design education
has started to emphasize the integration with other disciplines, such as computer
science, human-computer interaction, and big data analysis, to foster students'
innovative abilities in multiple domains. At the same time, emerging technologies like
e-commerce and virtual simulation are widely applied in art and design education. For
example, virtual reality technology is utilized for virtual design practicel®, and artificial
intelligence is combined to optimize design processes. These trans formative teaching
models contribute to the development of students' digital design capabilities. Currently,
traditional fields like graphic design and industrial design are becoming saturated, while
emerging fields like interaction design, service design, and experience design are
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thriving. Students need to choose their career paths based on their own strengths and
societal demands to achieve personalized development.

In conclusion, private universities' art and design programs are facing a trend
towards diversification, which is reflected in the teaching content, teaching models, and
career directions. This requires universities to adapt their talent cultivation programs,
optimize curriculum systems, and innovate teaching methods to meet the demand for
versatile art and design professionals in society.

3 Study on the Educational Path of Art Design Major in Private
Universities

3.1  Purpose and Questions of the Questionnaire

According to the previous literature, this questionnaire aims to investigate the views of
art design majors in Shanghai Jiangiao University on the status quo of professional
development and innovation needs, and to provide a basis for further promoting the
diversified innovation and development of this major. The questionnaire is divided into
basic information, teaching curriculum system and mode cognition, teaching
innovation and practice and other professional information. As shown in Table 2 below.

Table 2. Questionnaire Question Items

Gender
Grade
Major field
Name of Private Universities

Basic Information

Q1. Do you think the curriculum activities in your school's art and
design program are diverse?

Q2. Do you feel that the curriculum offerings at your school meet
your learning needs?

Q3. Are you satisfied with the diversity of professional programs
offered at your school?

Q4. Do you believe that the course content in the design program
at your school aligns with real-world job requirements?

Q5. Are you satisfied with the diversity of practical teaching com-
ponents at your school?

Q6. Are you satisfied with the opportunities for industry collabo-
ration and practical experience at your school?

Professional
Information

Q7. Are you satisfied with the opportunities for innovation and en-
trepreneurship development at your school?

Q8. Are you satisfied with the assessment system at your school?
Q9. Are you satisfied with the provision of teaching facilities and
resources at your school?
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Q10. In which areas do you think the curriculum structure of your
school's art and design program should be optimized?

Q11. In which aspects do you think the teaching content of your
school's art and design program should be innovated?

Q12. In which areas do you think the teaching methods of your
school's art and design program should be innovated?

Q13. Do you have any other suggestions for further promoting the
diversified development of art and design programs in higher edu-
cation institutions?

3.2 Survey Objects and Characteristics

The research will focus on students enrolled in the art and design program at Shanghai
Jianqiao University. This selection is primarily based on the fact that Shanghai Jianqiao
University is a representative private university, and the development of its art and de-
sign program holds significant reference value. As one of the early established private
universities in China, Shanghai Jianqiao University has accumulated valuable experi-
ence in this field. Moreover, being located in Shanghai, a city at the forefront of indus-
trial transformation and upgrading, there is a strong demand for art and design talents.
This highlights the regional representativeness of the art and design program at Shang-
hai Jianqiao University.

Additionally, the art and design program is one of the distinctive specialties at
Shanghai Jianqiao University. The university has developed its own educational phi-
losophy, curriculum offerings, and practical components, forming a unique character-
istic in this field. By investigating the students' situation at this university, it will pro-
vide insights into the perception, needs, and obstacles of art and design students in pri-
vate universities, thus contributing valuable guidance to enhance the educational stand-
ards in this field. Hence, selecting students from the art and design program at Shanghai
Jiangiao University as the research subjects is a reasonable choice.

3.3  Analysis of Survey Results

Based on the survey conducted among students in the art and design program at Shang-
hai Jiangiao University, a representative private university, we obtained valuable in-
sights into their perception, needs, and obstacles regarding the diversified development
of the profession. A total of 122 questionnaires were distributed, and 99 valid responses
were collected.

The survey results indicate that 93% of students believe that the art and design pro-
gram at their university is evolving towards diversification. This provides an under-
standing of the current status of art and design programs in private universities, with a
majority of respondents being sophomore and freshman students, accounting for
38.38% and 37.37% respectively.

Regarding the diversification of curriculum activities, 38.38% of students rated it as
"good" and 34.34% rated it as "very good," indicating that the university has achieved
certain success in this aspect. However, in terms of meeting the learning needs through
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course offerings, only 34.34% of students considered it "satisfactory," suggesting that
improvements are still needed in the curriculum structure.

In terms of satisfaction with the diversity of program offerings, 33.67% of students
expressed satisfaction, while 30.61% considered it "average," indicating room for im-
provement. The diversity of practical teaching components received high recognition
from students, with 34.34% expressing "very satisfied." In terms of innovation and en-
trepreneurship development, 32.32% of students considered it "average," but 42.42%
expressed satisfaction, reflecting some achievements in this area.

Optimization suggestions from students include the addition of core courses
(19.19%) and a focus on interdisciplinary integration and strengthened social practice
(26.26%). Regarding innovative teaching methods, they desire the use of more infor-
mation technology, the promotion of project-based/workshop teaching, and enhanced
industry collaborations (29.29%).

In conclusion, the art and design program at Shanghai Jianqiao University has made
certain achievements, but further improvements are needed in terms of program offer-
ings and teaching methods to better meet students' learning needs and promote diversi-
fied development within the profession. The university should value students' feedback
and continuously refine talent development plans to enhance the quality of education.

4 Conclusion

This study provides an in-depth exploration of the current status and issues of art and
design programs in private universities in China from the perspective of diversified
development. It also proposes systematic strategies to promote the innovative and di-
versified development of the profession. The research reveals that art and design pro-
grams in private universities are facing challenges such as a narrow talent cultivation
model, lack of distinctive curriculum systems, and insufficient innovation in teaching
methods. It is crucial to find new paths to achieve a diversified and innovative devel-
opment within the profession.

Based on the identified issues, this study proposes recommendations for the innova-
tive development of art and design programs in private universities in the following
three aspects:

(1) Clarify the professional training objectives and establish a distinctive curricu-
lum system. Art and design programs in private universities can leverage their own
advantages and regional industry demands to define clear training objectives and design
a curriculum system that emphasizes practicality and innovation. For example, at
Shanghai Jianqiao University, located in the Lingang New Area of Shanghai, which
aims to create a new urban landscape, art and design courses can focus more on the
local cultural themes of the Lingang area.

(2 Optimize the allocation of course resources and promote innovation in teaching
methods. Private universities can integrate high-quality teaching resources from both
internal and external sources and utilize information technology to establish an online
teaching resource repository covering course instruction, practical guidance, and learn-
ing materials, providing students with abundant online learning support. Additionally,
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integrating online resources with offline teaching can achieve a seamless integration of
both modes. For instance, online systems can be used for monitoring students' work
progress and performance.

(@ Leverage the flexible and innovative characteristics of private universities and
establish an open-minded educational mechanism. Students in art and design programs
in private universities should fully utilize their own flexibility and innovative ad-
vantages to construct an open-minded educational mechanism that encourages autono-
mous learning and innovative practices.

In summary, this study proposes innovative paths that align with the diversified de-
velopment needs of art and design programs in private universities, providing theoreti-
cal and practical foundations for educational reform and innovation in this field. Future
efforts should further deepen industry-university cooperation, explore the application
of emerging technologies such as virtual simulation in teaching, and promote the sus-
tainable and distinctive development of art and design programs in private universities.
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