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Abstract. The Bunggu Tribe is one of the isolated indigenous communities
spread across several sub-districts in Pasangkayu Regency, West Sulawesi
Province. Their ancestors are believed to have come from the Kaili Tribe, who
settled in the Pinembani mountains, Central Sulawesi, then migrated to the hilly
areas in West Sulawesi. Like the Kaili Da'a tribe, the Bunggu Tribe also lives
nomadically and builds houses in trees. This study aims to determine the
survival and sustainability of the Bunggu Tribe settlement as a society that
maintains culture, customs, and customary law after settling in a location with
different characteristics from its original residence. The research method used
is descriptive qualitative. The research sample was determined by purposive
sampling with the snowball sampling technique. Based on the research
objectives, an inductive research strategy was used. The study's results found
that survival in the current settlement location was due to adaptation to the
natural environment, opening themselves up by interacting and communicating
with ethnic groups outside the Bunggu tribe, and openness to technological and
transportation developments. Consistent in carrying out traditional
ceremonies/rituals and customary laws in daily life based on local wisdom.
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1 Introduction

Each ethnic group in Indonesia has different identical conditions. So, it cannot be
grouped based on the same factors because each ethnic group has distinct
characteristics, habits, and customs [1]. One of the characteristics of ethnic groups in
Indonesia is having local wisdom and local knowledge. Local wisdom is an idea, value,
norm, outlook on life, and local wisdom that grows and develops dynamically in the
life of society. It contains excellent and true meanings, so it should be preserved. Local
wisdom occurs when there is internalization of values that develop into local beliefs
and culture in a society as a result of interaction between humans and the environment
over a certain period. Local wisdom can be manifested in the form of customs, values,
social institutions, and community life that have high cultural values. Modernization
that arises as a result of globalization is a challenge to the existence of local wisdom

[2].

Existence means presence that contains elements of defense. Existence comes from
the Latin word "existence, " meaning to appear, exist, arise, or have an actual existence.
Existence is a dynamic process, something that becomes or exists. Its character is not
rigid and stops but is flexible and experiences a development process or vice versa.
The ability to maintain and actualize the potential possessed by a person, group of
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people, or society (KBBI, 1997; Abidin, 2007; Mentayani, 2019) in [3]. According to
Doxiadis (1968), settlements are physical containers (containers) and their contents
(content) as a place for humans to live and do activities. To improve the quality of
human life and the sustainability of traditional settlements, it is essential to balance
sociocultural, economic, environmental, and institutional systems to meet the needs of
present and future life. [4]

The definition of sustainability is the ability to maintain and meet current needs
without sacrificing the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
Sustainability has three main dimensions: sociocultural, economic, and environmental.
[4] The concept of sustainable settlements is a global concept that is practiced locally.
The sustainability of a settlement can be maintained if all sociocultural, economic, and
environmental systems are fulfilled and balanced. A strong economy, a harmonious
environment, a relatively equal social level, high community participation, and well-
managed natural resource conservation [5] The existence and sustainability of a
building or settlement can be influenced by factors other than economic, sociocultural,
and environmental factors. It is also influenced by the availability of infrastructure,
institutions, and materials and the inability to keep up with global developments ([5],

[6D).

The Bunggu Tribe is one of the Remote Indigenous Communities spread across several
Pasangkayu Regency, West Sulawesi areas. Initially, this community inhabited the
area because of the habit of moving around (nomadic). This community comes from
the Panembani mountains in the Pinembani District, Donggala Regency, Central
Sulawesi. They remain enthusiastic and survive in the current settlement location even
though the settlement's form, pattern, and geography differ from their place of origin.
So, they must adapt and change the habits carried out for generations. This study aims
to determine the history of the existence, survival, and sustainability of the Bunggu
tribe settlement. The case study occurred in the Kalibamba hamlet, Pasangkayu
district, West Sulawesi. The results of this study are also expected to provide an
overview of the concept of sustainability applied in their lives so that they can survive
in a geographically different location from their original settlement.

2  Research Methods

2.1. Research Location

This research focuses on the Bunggu Tribe settlement in Pasangkayu Regency, West
Sulawesi. The case study is the Bunggu Tribe settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet,
Polewali Village, Bambalamotu District, Pasangkayu Regency, West Sulawesi. The
settlement is approximately 4 km from the main TransSulawesiroad and 20 km from
the district capital.

2.2 Data Collection Methods and Techniques

This research uses a descriptive qualitative method. This method is used to examine
the natural conditions of the object, where the researcher is a crucial instrument [7].
Primary data collection was carried out through in-depth interviews and field surveys.
Interviews were conducted with several respondents selected through purposive
sampling with the snowball sampling technique.
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Thus, several informants were obtained, such as government officials, traditional
leaders, community leaders, and several residents of Kalibamba Hamlet. The interview
data collected were related to the history of the Bunggu Tribe, forms of local wisdom
that are still consistently carried out, and resilience factors that support the
sustainability of their settlements. Field observations were conducted by observing the
community's social, economic, and cultural activities, including physical conditions
and patterns of space utilization. Secondary data were obtained by reviewing
documents and articles about the Bunggu tribe.

3 Results and Discussions

3.1  Geographical Description of Research Location

The Bunggu Tribe is one of the Isolated Indigenous Communities in West Sulawesi
Province. The Bunggu Tribe settlements are spread across the Pasangkayu Regency
area, the result of the expansion of North Mamuju Regency in 2017. Various
communities inhabit it from 14 (four- teen) tribes, including the Bunggu Tribe. The
first indigenous tribe to inhabit the Pasangkayu Regency area. This area has promising
cultural and tourism potential and can be optimally managed to improve the
community's economy. One is the Bunggu Tribe cultural tourism (see Figure 1.)

“-l.“'
r — — —
+
l - H
_— I
b- v E -
| B2 —— =
5 | 4 g
i R g
l =, 4
—
= |
I e
=Vl
iy * I "% KABUPATEN DONGGALA
l--b I _',, POV SUUMNES TENGAH ks
P 3
- - d
f s
- -
—l o
= 2 ~
TR
- - | -
::-..' i .
= ’ o —— =+
> v = B
[ St | B
. ™ =
8
e
R
-3
e
. ¥ — ) . 119*19'5" 11939500
Gambar Peta Provingi Sulawesi Barat Gambar. Peta IKabupaten Pasangkayu
Sumber : BPS Prov. Sulawesi Barat, 2023 Sumber : BPS Kab. Pasangkayu, 2023

Fig. 1. Mao of research location
Source : BPS West Sulawesu Province and Pasangkayu Regency, 2024

This community comes from Mount Panembani, in the Panembani District, Donggala
Regency, Central Sulawesi. This tribe is one of the sub tribes of the Kaili Tribe. The
Kaili Tribe inhabits most of Central Sulawesi. There, people call it the Kaili Inde Tribe.
Because of their habit of moving (nomadic) from forest to forest to the Pasangkayu
mountains, they finally settled. Spread across several areas of Pasangkayu Regency.
People know them as the Bunggu Tribe or To Bunggu (Bunggu people), meaning
"mountain". One of their distribution locations is in Kalibamba Hamlet, Polewali
Village, Bambalamotu District, Pasangkayu Regency (see Figure 2.).



182 Z. Masiming et al.

The Bunggu tribe is the majority tribe living in the hamlet. Kalibamba Hamlet consists
of 2 RTs with 109 families and a population of 385 people. Of the total families, 80 are
Bunggu; the rest are a mixture of various tribes, namely Mandar, Bugis, Kaili Rai, and
others. The Bunggu tribe, which inhabited Kalibamba Hamlet, originally came from
Tosonde Hamlet, the first settlement for the Bunggu Tribe, which the government
provided. Because the population and area were not balanced, a new settlement was

opened in Kalibamba Hamlet.
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Fig. 2. Map of Polewali Village (left) & Map of Kalibamba Hamlet (right)
Source: Researcher Analysis, 2024

3.2. Existence and Sustainability of Bunggu Tribe Settlement

The first time they came down from the mountain, the Bunggu Tribe opened a village
in Ngovi Village, Rio Pakava District, Donggala Regency. The last settlement before
going down the hill was on the slopes of Mount Koramu, Lalumpang Hamlet. The
government then opened a village in Tosonde Hamlet and prepared several stilt houses
to anticipate their return to the mountain forest area. In addition, they were asked to
plant oil palms around their homes by assisting in the form of 100 oil palm seedlings.
This also diverted the habit of opening fields by moving around.

The Bunggu Tribe has settlement characteristics similar to those of the Kaili Da'a Tribe
in Central Sulawesi. One of the Isolated Indigenous Communities that moves
(nomadic) from one forest to another to open new land (shifting cultivation) and makes
aplace to live in tall trees (Lante/Soulangi) lives in groups according to kinship groups
builds traditional buildings (Bantaya) as a place for deliberation, a place for
conventional activities and the implementation of customary law. They can survive
and not move again because of the need to live (economic fac- tors), seeing the
potential and many job opportunities in the current settlement location [8]. The
settlement is located in a palm oil plantation area and has access to the district capital,
which is close to the plantation products' place of sale.
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3.3 Sustainability of Bunggu Tribe Settlement Local Wisdom of the Bunggu
Tribe

Each ethnic group has local wisdom that characterizes its people, primarily indigenous
peoples. The Bunggu Tribe, as one of the Isolated Indigenous Peoples, is a society that
highly upholds local wisdom. The concept of local wisdom in this society can be seen
in the behavior and cul- ture of its settlements. They are accustomed to moving from
place to place in the mountain forests (nomadic) to open new fields. According to their
concept, this is intended so that after the fields are harvested, they are left alone to give
the soil a chance to become fertile again.

However, from the government's perspective, this activity damages the soil structure
and protected forest areas. This habit of moving is also caused by family members who
are sick or have died. Another local wisdom possessed by this society is having strong
kinship ties. This can be seen from the settlement pattern, which is grouped based on
adjacent family groups, usually consisting of several Heads of Families. In addition to
settlement patterns, kinship ties are shown in traditional party activities through
cooperation. They are establishing Bantayain the middle of the village (see Figure 3.).
Buildings that are made when the settlement is first opened. Bantaya is very important
because it is a place where the community gathers to carry out customary activities
and discussions and implement customary law. Another wisdom is applying the
concept of gender, which is shown in the division of tasks/work. For example, men
hunt in the forest, and women gather food and raise children.

Although in the management of family property, men have high rights and positions.

Fig. 3. Bantaya Building in Kalibamba Hamlet, Polewali Village, Bambalamotu
District, Pasangkayu Regency
Source: Researcher Documentation, 2024

Sustainability of Bunggu Tribe Settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet

The sustainability of settlement can be seen in sociocultural, economic, environmental,
infrastructure, and institutional aspects [5]. Sustainable settlement can be maintained
if all these aspects are balanced, fulfilled, and maintained. The concept of a sustainable
environment is a concept that is global and comprehensive in all aspects and is
reflected in the local wisdom of its people. This can be achieved if supported by a
strong economy, equal social level, harmonious environment, wise and prudent
resource conservation, and community participation's importance. Socio-Cultural
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Aspects

The Bunggu tribe has lived in Kalibamba Hamlet for approximately 24 years (since
2000). The government opened land at the location and provided houses in stages. The
first stage was 50 units, and the second was 70 units with a house size of 4 x 6 m. The
shape of the house is a stilt house type with varying heights. The first stage of housing
assistance was approximately 1 m high, and the second stage was 60 cm high (see
Figure 4.). The shape of the house did not experience any significant changes. It only
changed from a stilt house to a landed house but still uses wood. The community
cannot renovate their homes because of their low income levels. The oil palm harvest,
harvested every 2 weeks or 20 days,is only enough to meet daily living needs.

Phase 1 agsigtance houge Phage 2 assistance houge

Fig. 4. Phase 1 and Phase 2 Assistance Houses
Source: Researcher analysis, 2024

The pattern of houses grouped based on family/relative groups is rarely found because
the pattern of houses follows the pattern set by the government (linear pattern). Kinship
relationships are still visible when conducting customary activities, deliberations, and
implementing customary law. Prioritize deliberation when making decisions based on
mutual agreement. In terms of education, the community's motivation in terms of
education still needs to improve. Many children drop out of school, which is also
triggered by their parents' economic ability. Even though Elementary School and
Junior High School facilities have been provided. For religious facilities, prayer rooms
and churches have been provided. The majority of the Bunggu Tribe are Christian,
although there are already several heads of families who are Muslim and several other
tribes. Religious tolerance is very well maintained even though people have different
beliefs.

Even though they already have beliefs, they still believe in animism, especially in
traditional ceremonies and medicine. When they first settled, they still believed in
medicine and gave birth through shamans. However, along with the development of
technology and knowledge, they began to use health centers or integrated health post
facilities for treatment or childbirth. KAT is a society that tends to be closed and has
difficulty interacting with people outside their tribe. Today, they are starting to open
up to interacting with tribes outside the Bunggu Tribe. They marry tribes outside their
tribe and imitate the marriage process of other tribes/ethnicities. They began to use
electronic devices in their daily lives, such as cooking utensils, communication devices
(cell phones), two wheeled vehicles, and others.
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Economic Aspects

While living in the mountain forests, the primary source of livelihood for the Bunggu
tribe is planting dryland rice. They move from one field to another because of
hereditary tradition. They do this habit after harvesting to find new land that is still
fertile. This is because they are not used to clearing fields, and their equipment is still
straightforward. Another reason they move is because the location is not safe, and if a
family member, especially a parent, dies in that location. Therefore, the government
asked them to come down from the mountains and settle in a settlement location that
had been prepared. This is done to avoid land clearing that damages protected forest
areas.

After settling in a location that the government had prepared, their main livelihood
shifted to becoming oil palm farmers. Although they still farm, they only plant
secondary crops (such as corn, cassava, chilies, etc.) but do not move from one land to
another. While waiting for the oil palm harvest, they cultivate gardens, become
construction workers, etc. Openness and interaction with tribes outside the Bunggu
tribe by learning to farm using modern agricultural tools from the Mandar tribe and
observing and learning to buy and sell/trade from the Bugis tribe. The small sales
results of the oil palm harvest have yet to be able to improve their standard of living
significantly. This can also be seen from the house's condition, which has mostly
stayed the same, even though they have lived in Kalibamba Hamlet for decades. What
has changed is only the shape of the house from a stilt house to a landed house.
However, the material for the house's walls generally still uses planks. The roof still
predominantly uses thatch material. This is also influenced by the concept of financial
management, which has yet to be oriented towards the future. They also have to
prepare quite a large fund for customary activities that must be carried out so that it
becomes an input for the government to provide enrichment related to financial
management and frugal lifestyles.

Environmental Aspects

Analysis of environmental aspects related to the sustainability of the Bunggu tribe
settlement in Kalibamba hamlet can be seen in terms of land use, land ownership
status, sanitation systems, environmental adaptation, and level of concern for the
environment [5].

Regarding land use, residential houses have become property rights, while oil palm
plantation land was initially only a land use right. However, since 2010, it has changed
to property rights. When they first settled in Kalibamba hamlet, in addition to being
given a house, they were also given land and oil palm seeds to manage and plant.
Although there is already an electricity network, the water source still relies on water
sources from the river behind the settlement.

Residents use pipes to channel water from the river to their homes. The wastewater
disposal system in this settlement has not been appropriately managed, so the
settlement looks dirty. In addition, some of the neighborhood roads are still paved.
There have yet to be any wastewater drainage channels. Another factor is the need for
more awareness of the cleanliness of homes and the environment. Although the
condition of the settlement still looks dirty.

However, they can survive in that location and do not move again. They are willing to
adapt to environmental conditions that are different from their original residence, both
to changes in the shape and pattern of the house and to interact and open
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communication with tribes outside the Bunggu tribe. The change in the main livelihood
opens up insights and knowledge about modern farming methods (see Figure 5.).

F ig. 5. Existing Bunggu Tribe Settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet
Source: Researcher Documentation, 2024.

4 Conclusion

The Bunggu Tribe Settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet is one of the isolated tribe
settlements in West Sulawesi. This settlement is located in a palm oil plantation area
different from the original settlement. This community can survive and adapt to this
location because of the local wisdom of its people.

Based on the results of the analysis above, it can be concluded that The Existence and
Sustainability of the Sustainability Tribe Settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet are :
a. The existence of the Bunggu Tribe settlement in Kalibamba Hamlet is due to
cultural/customary factors, economic factors, and factors of the attractiveness of
the settlement location (natural resource potential)
b. Sustainability is due to the ability to adapt to environmental changes and
interactions with tribes outside the Bunggu tribe, the desire to obtain a better life,
and openness to technological advances.
c. Sustainable aspects of settlements:
1)Socio-cultural factors: openness to technology, local wisdom (consistently
implementing customs/traditions and customary law), marrying a tribe outside
the Bunggu tribe, embracing a belief/religion, and utilizing modern health
facilities.

2)Economic factors: changing the main livelihood from being a field farmer to an
oil palm farmer, learning to farm and trade (buy and sell) with tribes outside
the Bunggu tribe (Mandar and Bugis tribes)

3)Environmental factors: an awareness that no longer moves around but works on
land that the government has provided. However, awareness of environmental
cleanliness is still low because the government has not offered sanitation
facilities, and the level of community knowledge is still low.

d. Sustainability tribe settlement in Kalibamba hamlet requires efforts and synergy
with the local government. Given the potential and uniqueness of the Bunggu tribe
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as a traditional tourist attraction.
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