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Abstract. Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) have emerged as key drivers of 

economic growth in the global economy, leveraging creativity, technology, and cul-

tural heritage to create substantial economic value. The importance of CCI lies in its 

dual capacity to generate revenue and foster cultural preservation, often bridging the 

gap between tradition and modernity. This paper delves into the role of CCI in pro-

moting economic development, particularly examining the innovative approaches 

within China’s cultural economy. 

China has effectively harnessed the power of CCI, demonstrating how cultural as-

sets can be transformed into significant economic resources. A notable example is the 

video game Black Myth: Wu Kong, which has gained international acclaim for its 

rich cultural narrative and cutting-edge technology. Based on the Chinese classic 

Journey to the West, the game not only entertains but also educates global audiences 

about Chinese mythology, creating a unique cultural export. By embedding traditional 

stories within a modern gaming platform, the game exemplifies how cultural products 

can achieve both market success and cultural resonance, reaching diverse global audi-

ences. 

Additionally, the Dunhuang Museum's cultural products serve as an exemplary 

case of blending historical significance with contemporary appeal. Through collabora-

tions with various brands, the museum has reimagined traditional motifs for modern 

consumers, offering products that range from fashion accessories to tech gadgets in-

spired by Dunhuang art. These products are not merely souvenirs; they are carefully 

crafted items that allow consumers to engage with Chinese heritage in their daily 
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lives. Such initiatives underscore the potential of CCI to transcend mere commodifi-

cation and become a medium for cultural exchange and preservation. 

This research highlights the multifaceted contributions of CCI. Firstly, these indus-

tries are vital for economic development, generating jobs and encouraging invest-

ment. They offer a competitive edge in the global market, especially as demand for 

culturally enriched experiences grows. Secondly, CCI supports cultural preservation 

by repurposing heritage assets in innovative formats that resonate with contemporary 

audiences. The ability to reinterpret traditional elements within new technologies or 

mediums ensures that cultural heritage remains relevant and accessible, fostering a 

global appreciation for diversity in cultural expressions. 

Based on these insights, the paper suggests strategies for policymakers and indus-

try leaders to capitalize on CCI’s potential. Key recommendations include strengthen-

ing cross-sector collaboration to facilitate resource sharing and co-creation across 

different cultural and technological domains. Additionally, enhancing market strate-

gies to support internationalization and sustain competitiveness in CCI is essential. 

Encouraging sustainable practices in the production and distribution of cultural prod-

ucts can also amplify their impact, ensuring that they contribute positively to the 

economy without compromising cultural integrity. These measures can significantly 

bolster the growth trajectory of CCI, transforming them into cornerstones of both 

economic and cultural vitality. 

Through targeted policies and strategic support, CCI can continue to thrive as a 

powerful force in the modern economy, bridging the past and present while shaping a 

globally interconnected future. This paper thus offers a comprehensive analysis of 

CCI's role and potential, emphasizing the need for continued innovation and sustaina-

ble practices to maximize their contributions to both the economy and society. 

Keywords: cultural and creative industries (CCI), economic development, cul-

tural preservation, global market integration 
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1 Introduction 

Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) encompass a diverse range of sectors, includ-

ing film, music, video games, museums, and digital content. These sectors uniquely 

blend cultural value with economic potential, positioning themselves as vital compo-

nents of contemporary economies. Recognizing their significance, many countries 

have incorporated CCI into their national economic strategies, acknowledging the 

sector's dual capacity to foster economic growth and reinforce cultural identity. This 

trend is particularly pronounced in China, where significant strides have been made to 

integrate CCI into broader economic policies aimed at enhancing domestic industries 

while simultaneously projecting the nation's rich cultural heritage on a global scale. 

China's approach to CCI exemplifies its commitment to transforming cultural re-

sources into marketable assets. This transformation is critical for promoting tourism, 

creating jobs, and fostering innovation across various fields. The potential of CCI lies 

not only in economic contributions but also in its ability to preserve and promote 

cultural narratives that resonate with both local and international audiences. By lever-

aging its vast cultural resources, China is crafting a narrative that intertwines its his-

torical richness with contemporary economic aspirations, positioning itself as a leader 

in the global creative economy. 

This paper specifically examines two prominent examples of China's CCI success: 

the video game Black Myth: Wu Kong and the cultural creative products developed 

by the Dunhuang Museum. Black Myth: Wu Kong has garnered international acclaim, 

illustrating how modern technology can reinterpret classic Chinese mythology and 

engage a global gaming audience. This game not only serves as entertainment but also 

acts as a vehicle for cultural education, allowing players to explore the depths of Chi-

nese folklore in an immersive environment. The success of this video game highlights 

the intersection of tradition and innovation, showcasing how traditional stories can be 

revitalized through contemporary mediums. 

Similarly, the Dunhuang Museum has adeptly reimagined traditional heritage for 

modern consumers through its cultural products. By collaborating with various brands 

and integrating contemporary design elements, the museum has transformed artifacts 

and motifs from Dunhuang into products that appeal to a younger, global market. This 

initiative not only preserves the cultural significance of Dunhuang's history but also 

promotes economic activity through tourism and merchandise sales. It illustrates the 

potential for cultural institutions to play a pivotal role in the creative economy by 

engaging the public with history in innovative ways. 

Through the analysis of these two cases, this study aims to uncover the mecha-

nisms through which CCI can promote both economic and cultural sustainability. The 

framework of this research is defined by the intersection of tradition with technology, 

innovation with cultural heritage, and local markets with global aspirations. By exam-

ining how China’s CCI strategies serve as a model for economic and cultural integra-

tion, the paper emphasizes the importance of adapting cultural narratives to contem-

porary contexts. In a rapidly globalizing world, the ability of CCI to forge connections 

between past and present not only enhances economic prospects but also fosters a 

deeper understanding and appreciation of cultural identities on a global stage. 
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2 Literature Review 

Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) have seen substantial growth and diversifica-

tion, now covering areas as varied as digital media, traditional arts, and technology-

based platforms. This expansion reflects a broader shift in the global economy toward 

knowledge-based sectors, where intangible assets like creativity, innovation, and cul-

tural heritage have become valuable economic drivers. CCI integrates cultural expres-

sion with economic potential, positioning itself as a pivotal force in fostering econom-

ic innovation and cross-cultural exchange. 

The recognition of CCI's potential is not new. In the 1990s, several governments-

initiated frameworks that would establish CCI as a cornerstone of economic policy. 

The UK's 1998 Creative Industries Task Force, for instance, underscored the econom-

ic potential of CCI by mapping sectors such as film, music, and design as key con-

tributors to GDP growth and employment. This approach aligned with a growing 

understanding that CCI could serve as a vital economic sector, not only for its ability 

to create jobs but also for its capacity to boost exports and enhance the global appeal 

of national cultures. Similarly, Australia’s 1994 Creative Nation policy explicitly 

connected cultural development with economic goals [1]. 

As CCI has evolved, research has increasingly pointed to its transformative role 

beyond economic metrics. Studies now reveal that CCI contributes significantly to 

urban regeneration, regional identity, and social cohesion. For instance, CCI initia-

tives often revitalize neglected urban areas, converting them into cultural hubs that 

attract both tourism and local engagement. By fostering a sense of community, these 

projects strengthen regional identity and make cities more attractive places to live and 

work. CCI also offers a platform for diverse voices, creating spaces where local narra-

tives can thrive and resonate with broader audiences, which in turn encourages social 

inclusivity and cohesion. This role in urban development is particularly evident in 

cities that have leveraged CCI to reinvent themselves as cultural centers, attracting 

residents, tourists, and businesses alike [2]. 

Furthermore, CCI’s influence extends to job creation and skill development, as cul-

tural projects often require a blend of traditional expertise and modern technological 

skills. From digital media professionals to artisans, CCI sustains a wide range of oc-

cupations, contributing to the diversification of the labor market. This capacity to 

generate employment across a spectrum of skill levels highlights CCI’s adaptability to 

various economic environments, making it an appealing sector for policymakers aim-

ing to reduce unemployment and support local economies. Additionally, CCI's em-

phasis on intellectual property creation, particularly in areas like digital media and 

gaming, opens new avenues for economic growth, as these sectors can scale globally, 

drawing in international investment and audiences [3]. 

Renowned theorists, including David Throsby and John Hartley, conceptualized 

CCI as creating both 'cultural capital' and economic value. Throsby’s model integrates 

the economic and intrinsic value of culture, which he argued enhances both individual 

and societal welfare. Hartley, on the other hand, examined the impact of media and 

creative industries on social innovation and political discourse [4][5]. Richard Flori-

da’s 'creative class' theory also positioned CCI as central to urban growth, highlight-
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ing cities' ability to attract creative talent, which in turn fuels innovation and econom-

ic resilience [6][7]. 

In recent years, digital transformation has reshaped the cultural landscape, enabling 

traditional and modern cultural expressions to reach global audiences. The European 

Union's Green Paper on 'Unlocking the Potential of Cultural and Creative Industries' 

argues that CCI is a key driver for economic resilience, advocating for policies that 

support cultural enterprises in adopting digital platforms [8]. This shift reflects broad-

er economic trends where digitalization increases accessibility to cultural products, 

enabling cross-cultural engagement and global market expansion. Studies have also 

observed the role of CCI in regional development, with localized clusters, particularly 

in Europe, fostering unique creative economies that support regional identity and 

tourism [9]. 

UNESCO’s Creative Economy Report (2013) positions CCI within the framework 

of sustainable development, stating that cultural products can promote economic sta-

bility and social cohesion. The United Nations and UNESCO emphasize CCI's poten-

tial in advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly those relat-

ed to job creation, cultural preservation, and inclusive urban development. Such 

frameworks underscore the unique role of CCI in advancing both economic and social 

objectives [10][11]. Other literature, including UNCTAD reports, supports the view 

that CCI contributes to economic growth without compromising cultural integrity, 

thereby aligning with sustainability goals [12]. 

The concept of territorial and social capital is increasingly relevant in CCI re-

search. Case studies of Italy and China illustrate how local networks and cultural 

heritage contribute to economic sustainability, often through regional clusters that 

emphasize traditional crafts and locally rooted innovation. Research in European cit-

ies reveals that strategic urban planning can create creative hubs that attract tourism 

and investment, thereby supporting regional development through culturally signifi-

cant industries [13]. This regional approach highlights the economic viability of CCI 

in both urban and rural settings, demonstrating CCI's adaptability across different 

socioeconomic landscapes [14]. 

In terms of policy development, cultural industries' impact on urban and rural revi-

talization has led policymakers to view CCI as integral to economic strategies that 

promote sustainable, long-term growth. Studies by Tvaronavičienė and Černevičiūtė 

discuss the sustainable development potential of CCI in Baltic states, noting that cul-

tural industries strengthen regional economies and foster environmental conscious-

ness. Additionally, data from the Baltic States and other regions confirm that CCI 

contributes to economic resilience, especially by creating opportunities in creative 

fields during economic downturns [15]. 
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3 Research Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative case study methodology to analyze the success of 

Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) in China, focusing on two prominent exam-

ples: the video game Black Myth: Wu Kong and the cultural products developed by 

the Dunhuang Museum. These cases exemplify China’s strategic efforts to blend cul-

tural heritage with modern technological innovation, fostering economic growth and 

enhancing cultural visibility on the global stage. By concentrating on these cases, the 

research seeks to offer a nuanced understanding of how cultural innovation in the CCI 

sector contributes to economic prosperity and how specific strategies within this sec-

tor lead to sustainable growth. Case study research is well-suited to this analysis as it 

facilitates an in-depth examination of the unique contextual factors that drive success, 

offering insights that can inform both broader CCI strategies and targeted policy rec-

ommendations. 

Data collection for this research primarily relied on secondary sources, including 

market analysis reports, academic publications, and extensive media coverage detail-

ing trends and advancements in CCI. These sources provided valuable information on 

industry developments, market responses, and the overall impact of CCI initiatives on 

the economy. Additionally, consumer surveys and industry evaluations were exam-

ined to understand public perceptions and gauge the economic effects of the chosen 

case studies. Surveys offered a glimpse into consumer preferences and attitudes to-

ward cultural products, such as the popularity of Black Myth: Wu Kong and the 

Dunhuang Museum’s innovative merchandising, which range from traditional arti-

facts to contemporary digital collaborations. Industry evaluations, on the other hand, 

highlighted the economic potential and revenue generation capabilities associated 

with these ventures, underscoring the role of CCI as a lucrative economic sector in 

China. 

By integrating qualitative data within an analytical framework that accounts for 

both cultural and economic outcomes, this study aims to bridge the gap between theo-

retical insights and practical applications. The framework not only assesses the direct 

financial impact of CCI projects but also considers intangible benefits, such as the 

reinforcement of cultural identity and international cultural outreach. Black Myth: Wu 

Kong serves as a prime example of how CCI can bring traditional stories to global 

audiences through digital media, aligning with China's goals of cultural diplomacy 

and global cultural presence.  

In conclusion, this study demonstrates the value of integrating CCI into national 

economic policies, emphasizing that success in CCI requires a blend of innovation, 

cultural preservation, and market responsiveness. Through the qualitative case study 

approach, this research highlights the strategic pathways that China has utilized to 

advance its CCI sector, offering insights that are relevant for policymakers and indus-

try leaders. By analyzing the mechanisms and outcomes associated with Black Myth: 

Wu Kong and the Dunhuang Museum’s cultural products, the study contributes to a 

broader understanding of CCI as a driver of economic and cultural sustainability, 

providing a model for other nations aiming to leverage their cultural assets within the 

global economy. 
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4 Case Analysis 

4.1 Cultural Dissemination and Economic Value of "Black Myth: Wu Kong" 

Black Myth: Wu Kong serves as a compelling case study in how cultural products can 

achieve both economic success and global cultural impact. Rooted in the Chinese 

mythological tale Journey to the West, the game resonates with local and international 

audiences alike, showcasing a successful blend of cultural heritage and modern gam-

ing technology. The development and success of Black Myth: Wu Kong set a prece-

dent for culturally enriched digital products emerging from China, positioning it as a 

model of how cultural products can thrive in the global digital market. This section 

explores the cultural dissemination strategies and economic implications of Black 

Myth: Wu Kong, focusing on aspects such as market positioning, technological inno-

vation, and cultural resonance with global audiences. 

Integration of Cultural Elements 

One of the core strategies behind the success of Black Myth: Wu Kong is its delib-

erate incorporation of Chinese cultural elements. Unlike traditional Western role-

playing games, this game draws deeply from Chinese mythology, integrating charac-

ters and stories with strong cultural roots. Sun Wukong, the protagonist, is a beloved 

character in Chinese literature, and his portrayal in the game allows global players to 

connect with Chinese cultural themes in a meaningful way. This design goes beyond 

symbolic representation, embedding Eastern aesthetics in both visual and narrative 

aspects, creating an immersive cultural experience that appeals to audiences world-

wide [16].  

The game’s visual and narrative design fosters a deeper cultural experience, enabling 

players to explore iconic Chinese characters like Sun Wukong, the Monkey King, and 

mythical figures such as the Bull Demon King and White Bone Spirit. These charac-

ters not only embody the essence of Chinese myth but are presented with modernized, 

relatable traits that align with contemporary gaming preferences. This approach high-

lights the potential of cultural products to serve as vehicles for cultural exchange, 

broadening global audiences’ understanding of Chinese folklore and values [17]. 

Economic Success and Market Positioning 

In addition to cultural resonance, Black Myth: Wu Kong has achieved notable eco-

nomic success. Market research indicates a rising interest in gaming experiences that 

combine high-quality visuals with rich cultural narratives. Black Myth: Wu Kong 

fulfills this demand by offering a narrative that bridges Chinese mythology with mod-

ern gaming aesthetics. Game Science, the developers, strategically positioned the 

game in the premium gaming market, appealing to players who prioritize graphics, 

narrative depth, and immersion. This high-end market positioning has helped attract a 

dedicated following, establishing Black Myth: Wu Kong as a premium cultural prod-

uct [18][19]. 

This approach underscores the value of targeting niche markets within the gaming 

industry, where high production quality and cultural authenticity can generate sub-

stantial economic returns. Although high-end gaming production requires significant 

investment, the focus on quality and authenticity appeals to a consumer base willing 

to pay for premium content, yielding positive economic outcomes. By emphasizing 

cultural depth and premium production, Black Myth: Wu Kong highlights a path for 
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cultural products to gain competitive advantage and financial success in the global 

market. 

Technological Innovation 

Technological innovation is another factor contributing to Black Myth: Wu Kong's 

appeal. Developed using Unreal Engine 5, the game boasts cutting-edge graphics and 

immersive environments that enhance its visual appeal and gameplay experience. The 

use of AI-driven systems for character animation and interaction adds an extra layer 

of engagement, elevating the game’s competitive edge in the global market. This 

focus on technological advancement not only attracts tech-savvy gamers but also sets 

a new standard in the gaming industry [20]. 

The integration of advanced technologies demonstrates the symbiotic relationship 

between culture and technology in contemporary cultural products. High-level visual 

rendering and motion capture technology allow for vivid recreations of scenes and 

characters from Chinese mythology, delivering a culturally rich experience that trans-

cends simple entertainment. By merging traditional cultural narratives with state-of-

the-art technology, Black Myth: Wu Kong showcases how modern digital platforms 

can expand the reach and depth of cultural products, creating immersive experiences 

for a diverse audience. 

Cross-Industry Collaboration 

Cross-industry collaboration has also played a significant role in the economic suc-

cess of Black Myth: Wu Kong. Game Science has partnered with hardware manufac-

turers and digital platforms to broaden the game’s reach and revenue streams. Collab-

orations with companies like Tencent have provided valuable resources for marketing 

and distribution, while partnerships with hardware brands such as NVIDIA ensure 

optimal performance on gaming platforms [21]. These partnerships underline the 

importance of ecosystem dynamics in the gaming industry, where collaboration be-

tween developers, technology providers, and distribution platforms can enhance mar-

ket position and economic impact [22]. 

The game’s collaborative model illustrates the advantages of cross-industry part-

nerships in the CCI sector. By collaborating with diverse industry players, Black 

Myth: Wu Kong gains access to a broader market and enhanced resources, ensuring 

its performance across different gaming devices. Partnerships with hardware brands 

not only guarantee the game’s technical compatibility but also extend its content 

reach to a wider audience, increasing its cultural and economic footprint. 

Cultural Exchange and Global Impact 

The success of Black Myth: Wu Kong is not only about economic returns; it also 

serves as a powerful tool for cultural exchange. By introducing elements of Chinese 

mythology to global audiences, the game helps demystify and contextualize aspects of 

Chinese culture that may be unfamiliar to many. This cultural dissemination plays a 

crucial role in fostering international understanding and appreciation. As players en-

gage with the stories and characters, they are not just consuming a product but are 

also participating in a narrative that bridges cultural gaps.  

The game's global marketing strategy has been carefully designed to promote not 

just the product itself but also the underlying cultural narratives it embodies. Through 

trailers, gameplay showcases, and interactive promotions, Black Myth: Wu Kong has 

successfully created buzz around Chinese folklore, transforming it into a topic of 

interest within the international gaming community. This strategy illustrates the po-
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tential for games to function as cultural ambassadors, offering insights into the values, 

beliefs, and storytelling traditions of China [16]. 

Market Dynamics and Consumer Trends 

The gaming industry has witnessed a significant shift in consumer preferences toward 

products that offer immersive experiences and meaningful narratives. Black Myth: 

Wu Kong capitalizes on this trend by providing a storyline rich with cultural signifi-

cance while delivering high-quality gameplay. Market research indicates that con-

sumers are increasingly drawn to games that integrate cultural narratives with ad-

vanced technology, seeking depth and engagement rather than mere entertainment 

[18]. 

This changing landscape underscores the need for developers to pay attention to 

the cultural contexts of their products. As players become more discerning about the 

games they choose, those that offer authentic representations of culture and high pro-

duction values are likely to stand out in a crowded market. Black Myth: Wu Kong 

exemplifies this approach by merging cultural authenticity with technological innova-

tion, thus appealing to a diverse audience looking for both entertainment and cultural 

enrichment. 

 Sustainability and Future Growth 

The economic implications of Black Myth: Wu Kong extend beyond immediate fi-

nancial success; they also point to the sustainable growth potential within the CCI 

sector. As the game continues to garner attention and achieve commercial success, it 

creates a ripple effect that benefits related industries, including merchandise, tourism, 

and media. The popularity of the game could lead to increased interest in Chinese 

mythology and culture, potentially boosting tourism to locations related to the game's 

themes and stories. 

Moreover, the game sets a precedent for other developers in China and worldwide. 

It illustrates how cultural narratives can be woven into gaming experiences that reso-

nate with global audiences, creating pathways for similar projects that seek to explore 

other aspects of cultural heritage. This sustainability model, rooted in cultural authen-

ticity and technological innovation, offers a roadmap for future developments in the 

CCI sector [20]. 

Lessons for Policymakers and Industry Leaders 

The case of Black Myth: Wu Kong offers valuable lessons for policymakers and in-

dustry leaders looking to enhance the impact of CCI in their regions. It emphasizes 

the importance of fostering an environment that supports cross-industry collabora-

tions, technological innovation, and cultural authenticity. Policymakers should con-

sider providing incentives for cultural projects that prioritize high production values 

and meaningful cultural narratives, as these factors contribute to the overall success 

and international appeal of cultural products. 

Furthermore, as CCI becomes an integral part of national economic strategies, it is 

essential for stakeholders to recognize the interconnectedness of cultural heritage and 

modern technology. By creating policies that encourage cultural industries to explore 

innovative technologies, governments can help ensure that cultural products remain 

relevant in a rapidly evolving market. 

Future Implications and Conclusion 

In conclusion, Black Myth: Wu Kong exemplifies the potential of cultural products to 

achieve both economic and cultural success on a global scale. By leveraging Chinese 
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mythology and advanced gaming technology, the game transcends cultural bounda-

ries, establishing itself as a successful cultural export. Its approach to market position-

ing, technological innovation, and cross-industry partnerships offers a valuable model 

for future culturally themed digital products. 

The success of Black Myth: Wu Kong demonstrates not only the economic poten-

tial of cultural products but also the power of combining cultural heritage with mod-

ern technology. As the game continues to progress in the global market, it reinforces 

the importance of cultural heritage in the modern economy. By embedding cultural 

elements in modern technological platforms, products like Black Myth: Wu Kong can 

enhance their competitive edge while fostering greater global interest and apprecia-

tion for Chinese culture. This success story provides insights into the development of 

the cultural and creative industries, offering a blueprint for how cultural heritage can 

be effectively communicated and commercialized in a rapidly globalizing world. 

Black Myth: Wu Kong represents a significant achievement in the realm of Cultur-

al and Creative Industries, showcasing the effective integration of cultural heritage 

with cutting-edge technology. The game not only achieves remarkable economic suc-

cess but also fosters cultural exchange and global appreciation for Chinese folklore. 

Through its strategic market positioning, technological advancements, and cross-

industry partnerships, the game sets a high standard for future culturally themed digi-

tal products. 

As we move forward in a world that increasingly values cultural diversity and 

technological innovation, the lessons gleaned from Black Myth: Wu Kong will be 

invaluable. By understanding how to successfully blend cultural narratives with mod-

ern gaming technology, other developers and policymakers can create products that 

resonate on a global scale while also preserving and promoting their unique cultural 

identities. The journey of Black Myth: Wu Kong serves as a testament to the trans-

formative power of cultural products and their potential to enrich the global cultural 

landscape. 

4.2 Cultural Creative Product Development at the Dunhuang Museum 

The Dunhuang Museum stands as a pioneer in integrating traditional culture with 

modern consumer trends, offering a diverse array of cultural and creative products 

inspired by the artistic and historical treasures of the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes. In 

recent years, this approach has paralleled a broader trend among museums and cultur-

al institutions, where they not only serve as custodians of history but also actively 

engage in the economy by developing and marketing creative product lines. Through 

innovative cultural products—ranging from cosmetics and tech accessories to lifestyle 

items—the Dunhuang Museum has successfully popularized Dunhuang culture 

among younger generations, both in China and internationally [23][24]. 

Integrating Cultural Heritage into Consumer Products 

The Dunhuang Museum’s product strategy is built around incorporating the distinct 

artistic elements of the Mogao Caves into everyday items, transforming these relics 

from static artifacts into dynamic cultural symbols. Through collaborations with 

popular brands, the museum has launched products such as Flying Apsaras skate-

boards and co-branded cosmetics, bringing ancient motifs into the realm of modern 

fashion and lifestyle. By making cultural heritage accessible through these products, 

the museum has fostered a connection between historical art and contemporary life, 
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aligning with consumer preferences for products that offer both aesthetic appeal and 

cultural significance [25]. 

These partnerships underscore the dual objectives of cultural preservation and eco-

nomic growth, as they leverage Dunhuang’s rich cultural capital to create products 

that resonate with global youth culture. The strategic alignment with well-known 

brands enhances the visibility of Dunhuang-themed products, positioning them as 

unique items within the competitive lifestyle market. This approach demonstrates that 

museums can serve as platforms for cultural exchange and economic vitality, engag-

ing a new generation of consumers interested in authentic cultural expressions and 

supporting the financial sustainability of the institution [26][27]. 

Cultural Dissemination and Authentic Brand Identity 

From a cultural dissemination perspective, the products developed by the Dunhuang 

Museum are carefully designed to capture the aesthetics and heritage of the Mogao 

Caves, which are celebrated for their vibrant murals and sculptures. Each product 

seeks to encapsulate the intricate details of these historical artifacts, appealing to con-

sumers who prioritize authenticity and cultural depth in their purchases. By creating a 

brand identity centered on cultural education, the museum enables consumers to expe-

rience and connect with ancient Chinese civilization through the products they use in 

their daily lives. This educational aspect adds a layer of meaning to consumer transac-

tions, transforming a simple purchase into an experience of cultural engagement [28]. 

Recent consumer data suggests that there is a growing preference for products that 

fulfill both practical needs and offer narrative experiences. The Dunhuang Museum’s 

products meet this demand by providing consumers with an immersive cultural narra-

tive, allowing them to carry a piece of ancient history with them. This approach aligns 

with contemporary consumer behavior, where buyers seek goods that reflect their 

personal identity and cultural interests. Through effective branding, the museum has 

positioned itself as a leader in cultural creativity, offering consumers a chance to en-

gage with heritage through unique, thoughtfully designed items. 

Economic Impact and Youth Market Appeal 

The Dunhuang Museum’s approach highlights the economic potential of cultural 

products when aligned with market trends. Its product lines have shown particular 

appeal among younger demographics, especially urban women and students who have 

developed a heightened awareness and appreciation of cultural heritage. By strategi-

cally pricing and positioning these products within reach of younger consumers, the 

museum has not only expanded its market reach but also supported its broader eco-

nomic objectives. This appeal is further evidenced by the success of other institutions, 

such as the Palace Museum in Beijing, which has similarly tapped into the economic 

viability of cultural products by developing lines that cater to a youthful market, in-

cluding cosmetics and stationery adorned with historical themes [29]. 

The museum's pricing strategy is an important component of its success, ensuring 

that cultural products are affordable and accessible to a wider audience. By offering 

products at varying price points, the museum appeals to both casual buyers and dedi-

cated collectors. This inclusivity within its pricing allows the Dunhuang Museum to 

reach different consumer segments, furthering its goal of cultural dissemination while 

also driving sales. The museum’s economic model reflects the potential of cultural 

institutions to operate successfully within the commercial sector without compromis-

ing their cultural mission. 
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Challenges of Consistency and Innovation 

Despite its successes, the Dunhuang Museum has faced challenges in maintaining 

product originality and consistency. Some products have encountered criticism for 

repetitive designs or perceived lack of innovation, which can diminish their cultural 

value. As cultural products carry the weight of representing heritage, they are ex-

pected to offer authenticity and quality. To address these challenges, the museum has 

begun exploring strategies to diversify its product lines and enhance design innova-

tion, ensuring that each item not only serves as a souvenir but also authentically rep-

resents the essence of Dunhuang’s cultural heritage [30]. 

Additionally, the museum has encountered concerns about product quality. Issues 

such as craftsmanship and material durability have been flagged by consumers, high-

lighting the need for strict quality control measures. Since these products serve as 

representations of cultural heritage, ensuring high standards in production is essential 

for maintaining consumer trust and preserving the institution’s reputation. To mitigate 

these challenges, the museum is working to establish quality standards that align with 

its mission of authenticity and excellence [31]. 

Leveraging Digital Media for Marketing and Engagement 

Digital marketing has become a vital component of the Dunhuang Museum's outreach 

strategy, allowing it to engage a broader audience beyond traditional visitors. Utiliz-

ing popular platforms such as Weibo, Xiaohongshu, and Taobao, the museum has 

built a digital presence that fosters an interactive community around Dunhuang cul-

ture. These channels offer direct communication with consumers, enabling the muse-

um to receive feedback, share updates, and host interactive campaigns. This digital 

engagement has proven particularly effective in reaching younger consumers, who 

often prefer online platforms for shopping and cultural exploration [32]. 

The museum has also employed online surveys and interactive events to gather in-

sights into consumer preferences, helping to tailor its product offerings to market 

demand. By actively listening to its audience, the museum has strengthened its con-

nection with consumers and reinforced its role as both a cultural educator and a mod-

ern brand. This two-way communication ensures that the museum remains responsive 

to its audience’s needs and can adapt its strategies accordingly, furthering its goals of 

cultural dissemination and economic growth. 
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Implications for Cultural and Economic Sustainability 

In sum, the Dunhuang Museum exemplifies the potential for museums to serve as 

both cultural ambassadors and economic drivers. Through its innovative integration of 

traditional cultural elements into modern consumer goods, the museum has success-

fully bridged the gap between heritage preservation and contemporary consumer 

trends. This approach reflects a broader shift within the cultural sector, where institu-

tions are increasingly recognizing the value of aligning their preservation missions 

with market demands. 

ity but also ensures that cultural heritage remains relevant and accessible to future 

generations [33]. 

 

 

 

The success of the Dunhuang Museum’s product development and marketing strat-

egies offers valuable insights for museums worldwide, highlighting the potential for 

cultural products to generate economic value without sacrificing cultural integrity. By 

embracing a business model that emphasizes cultural authenticity, quality, and con-

sumer engagement, the museum has created a sustainable path for cultural institutions 

to operate in the commercial sector. This approach not only supports financial stabil-

Conclusion   
The Dunhuang Museum’s journey illustrates the transformative power of cultural and 

creative industries in the modern economy. By thoughtfully incorporating traditional 

Chinese art and history into accessible, high-quality products, the museum has ex-

panded its influence beyond academic circles and tourist sites, reaching a global con-

sumer base interested in heritage and identity. Through effective collaborations, digi-

tal engagement, and a commitment to quality, the museum has set a precedent for 

how cultural institutions can thrive in the economic domain while preserving the es-

sence of their cultural missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As more museums and cultural institutions follow suit, the Dunhuang Museum 

serves as an exemplary model for balancing cultural preservation with market rele-

vance. Its success story demonstrates the potential for cultural products to achieve 

both economic impact and cultural significance, offering a path for other institutions 

to consider in their pursuit of sustainability and audience engagement. 
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5 Discussion 

The examples of Black Myth: Wu Kong and the Dunhuang Museum offer valuable 

insights into the significant role that Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) play in 

fostering both economic growth and cultural preservation. These cases highlight how 

CCI can bridge the gap between economic objectives and cultural heritage, illustrat-

ing a dual purpose that is essential for global cultural dissemination and economic 

advancement. One of the most prominent insights from these cases is the role of tech-

nological innovation in boosting the appeal and market value of cultural products. By 

leveraging cutting-edge digital tools, such as Unreal Engine 5 in the development of 

Black Myth, and engaging in creative collaborations at the Dunhuang Museum, these 

initiatives exemplify how traditional narratives and artistic styles can be seamlessly 

integrated with contemporary technologies to align with modern consumer expecta-

tions. 

This adaptability is essential for cultural products that aim for global reach. As 

Black Myth reimagines the beloved tale of Journey to the West with the help of ad-

vanced graphics and realistic animation, it ensures that the story of Sun Wukong res-

onates not only with Chinese audiences but also with international players. Similarly, 

the Dunhuang Museum’s partnerships with consumer brands enable it to present an-

cient symbols, such as the Flying Apsaras, through products that appeal to everyday 

life, making Dunhuang’s cultural legacy accessible and relevant to younger genera-

tions worldwide. By fusing cultural heritage with contemporary styles and technolo-

gy, both cases demonstrate how CCI can make traditional themes relevant to diverse, 

modern audiences, showcasing how cultural heritage can transcend geographic and 

cultural boundaries through technology and creativity. 

Another crucial insight from these cases is the importance of strategic market posi-

tioning and the choice of appropriate distribution channels. Black Myth has tapped 

into the global gaming industry by positioning itself as a high-end gaming experience, 

catering to audiences that value quality graphics, immersive gameplay, and deep sto-

rytelling. The game's marketing strategy emphasizes its status as a premium product, 

which not only attracts dedicated gaming enthusiasts but also helps solidify its place 

in the competitive global gaming market. By focusing on international players with a 

taste for unique narratives, Black Myth demonstrates the importance of identifying a 

specific target audience to increase product reach and appeal.  

Similarly, the Dunhuang Museum has skillfully positioned its products to appeal to 

young, urban consumers who are increasingly interested in products with cultural 

depth and historical value. By aligning with popular consumer brands and making use 

of lifestyle and fashion trends, the museum has successfully extended its reach. Its 

products, ranging from cosmetics to tech accessories, provide a way for consumers to 

engage with traditional Chinese culture in ways that fit seamlessly into their daily 

lives. This targeted market positioning and partnership with well-known consumer 

brands enhance the products' accessibility and relevance, enabling the museum to 

reach a broad demographic of younger consumers. Through such strategies, both cas-

es illustrate how a deep understanding of market dynamics and consumer trends is 

crucial for CCI initiatives aiming to commercialize cultural assets successfully. 



   

 

108             X. Li

In addition to technological adaptation and market positioning, these cases under-

score the importance of balancing cultural authenticity with commercial appeal. The 

success of Black Myth and the Dunhuang Museum’s products illustrates that it is 

possible to preserve and celebrate cultural assets while adapting them to meet the 

tastes and preferences of modern audiences. For example, Black Myth reinterprets 

Sun Wukong in a way that maintains the character's traditional roots but presents him 

within a visually stunning, high-tech gaming environment that appeals to contempo-

rary gamers. This blend of authenticity and modernization allows the game to serve as 

both an entertaining experience and a vehicle for cultural education, sparking interest 

in Chinese folklore and mythology among players around the world. 

Similarly, the Dunhuang Museum carefully preserves the essence of Dunhuang's 

rich history and artistry in its products, even as it tailors these items to align with con-

sumer preferences. By using traditional symbols in products that people use regularly, 

such as cosmetics or skateboards, the museum transforms historical artifacts into 

items that are both culturally meaningful and commercially viable. This balance is 

crucial; while there is a high demand for cultural products, consumers also expect 

these items to retain a degree of authenticity. However, challenges arise in maintain-

ing this balance, particularly when the desire for commercial success might tempt 

producers to prioritize marketability over cultural integrity. Both cases underscore the 

necessity of careful consideration to ensure that cultural products honor their heritage 

while achieving widespread appeal. 

These examples also highlight how CCI can act as a bridge between economic 

goals and cultural preservation, especially in a globalized context where digital media 

are central to cross-cultural exchange. By combining traditional narratives with ad-

vanced technology, Black Myth and the Dunhuang Museum effectively expand their 

influence beyond cultural boundaries, showing how CCI can facilitate a global appre-

ciation of cultural diversity. Digital media, in particular, allow these cultural products 

to reach an international audience, creating opportunities for cross-cultural dialogue 

and shared understanding. As audiences from different backgrounds engage with 

these products, they are exposed to new cultural perspectives, enhancing global cul-

tural literacy and appreciation. 

Ultimately, the cases of Black Myth: Wu Kong and the Dunhuang Museum under-

score the immense potential of CCI to achieve both economic and cultural goals. 

They demonstrate that, with the right blend of technology, market awareness, and 

authenticity, CCI can create products that not only generate economic value but also 

foster a sense of shared cultural heritage. The success of these initiatives suggests that 

cultural industries have the capacity to enrich the global economy while promoting 

cultural understanding, provided they are designed with both cultural and commercial 

considerations in mind. As these industries continue to evolve, the lessons from Black 

Myth and the Dunhuang Museum will remain relevant for cultural producers and 

policymakers who seek to harness the full potential of CCI in a way that honors cul-

tural heritage while meeting the demands of a globalized market. 
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6 Conclusion 

In conclusion, Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) hold significant potential to 

drive both economic growth and cultural preservation, demonstrating a unique dual 

capability that few other sectors offer. The cases of Black Myth: Wu Kong and the 

Dunhuang Museum provide compelling insights into how CCI can succeed in both 

these domains. By strategically leveraging technology and positioning themselves 

effectively in the market, these initiatives illustrate how CCI can transform cultural 

assets into economically viable products that resonate with both local and internation-

al audiences. These examples show that CCI has the power to bridge traditional cul-

tural heritage with modern consumer trends, turning cultural resources into products 

that offer value beyond the purely economic, touching on identity, heritage, and glob-

al cultural exchange. 

One of the key takeaways from these cases is the role of technology as a trans-

formative force in CCI. In the case of Black Myth: Wu Kong, advanced technology 

like Unreal Engine 5 has been used to create an immersive, visually stunning gaming 

experience that brings traditional Chinese folklore into the modern gaming landscape. 

This use of cutting-edge technology not only heightens the game’s appeal but also 

opens up Chinese mythology to global players who may not have encountered these 

stories before. Similarly, the Dunhuang Museum has incorporated technology in its 

collaborations with consumer brands, where traditional designs from the Mogao 

Caves are integrated into modern products. This blend of culture and technology al-

lows ancient symbols to reach a contemporary audience, showcasing how technology 

can serve as a bridge between past and present. 

The second major insight from these cases is the importance of strategic market 

positioning. Black Myth: Wu Kong has been carefully positioned in the global gam-

ing market, targeting an audience that values high-quality visuals, deep narratives, 

and immersive gameplay. By aiming at the premium gaming segment, Black Myth 

not only appeals to dedicated gamers but also secures its position in a competitive 

industry where quality is paramount. For the Dunhuang Museum, market positioning 

has involved identifying consumer groups interested in cultural products that reflect 

heritage and artistry. By aligning with popular consumer brands and creating products 

that appeal to urban youth, the museum has extended its cultural reach beyond tradi-

tional museum audiences, engaging a younger demographic that values products with 

a story or cultural significance. This careful targeting shows that, while cultural value 

is essential, successful commercialization requires a thorough understanding of mar-

ket dynamics and consumer preferences. 

To support the sustainable growth of CCI, there are several policy recommenda-

tions that could enhance the sector's success. First, fostering cross-sector collaboration 

is vital. By bringing together experts from cultural, technological, and commercial 

fields, policymakers can create an environment that encourages innovation and the 

creation of culturally rich, economically viable products. Cross-sector collaboration 

can lead to creative partnerships that blend cultural expertise with commercial know-

how and technological proficiency, as seen in the collaborations involving the 

Dunhuang Museum and various consumer brands. These partnerships not only bring 
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cultural heritage into new contexts but also provide a platform for continuous innova-

tion within the CCI sector. 

Second, the development of targeted market strategies is essential for CCI products 

to achieve greater market penetration. Policies that support CCI businesses in con-

ducting market research, identifying target demographics, and refining product offer-

ings to match consumer preferences can ensure that cultural products have a competi-

tive edge. For example, by supporting market research into consumer interest in cul-

turally themed products, governments can help CCI businesses align their offerings 

with current trends. This alignment will allow cultural products to gain wider ac-

ceptance and appeal, especially in a global market where consumer preferences are 

rapidly evolving. 

Third, policies that promote the preservation of cultural authenticity while supporting 

modern adaptation are essential for the long-term success of CCI. Cultural authentici-

ty is one of the defining features of CCI products, as it provides the cultural depth and 

uniqueness that consumers are often seeking. However, maintaining authenticity does 

not mean resisting modernization. Instead, policies should support initiatives that 

adapt cultural heritage to meet the tastes and expectations of contemporary audiences 

without compromising the core cultural essence. In the case of Black Myth: Wu 

Kong, for example, the game remains true to the traditional character of Sun Wukong 

while presenting him in a format that appeals to modern gamers. Similarly, the 

Dunhuang Museum’s products incorporate traditional artistic elements in ways that 

align with contemporary lifestyle trends. Supporting this balance between authenticity 

and modern adaptation ensures that cultural products remain relevant and valued, 

even as they are introduced to new audiences. 

As the global economy becomes increasingly interconnected, the role of CCI in 

promoting cultural diplomacy and economic innovation is expected to expand further. 

Cultural products have the unique ability to transcend borders, inviting people from 

different cultural backgrounds to engage with and appreciate new perspectives. CCI 

thus plays an essential role in cultural diplomacy, facilitating cross-cultural under-

standing and goodwill. Moreover, by combining economic development with cultural 

preservation, CCI presents a sustainable approach to growth that respects both herit-

age and modernization. This approach not only fosters economic resilience but also 

strengthens cultural identity, making CCI a powerful tool for countries looking to 

position themselves as both economically and culturally vibrant. 
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The findings of this paper suggest that other countries could benefit from adopting 

similar strategies, using CCI as a means of cultural and economic empowerment in 

the global market. By learning from the successful cases of Black Myth: Wu Kong 

and the Dunhuang Museum, other nations can explore how to integrate their unique 

cultural assets with modern technology and market strategies. Through this approach, 

they can develop cultural products that not only drive economic growth but also en-

hance their cultural influence on the international stage. In doing so, CCI offers coun-

tries a path to achieve sustainable development, where economic success and cultural 

preservation work in harmony.  

market demands, and promoting cultural authenticity, CCI has the potential to be a 

cornerstone of sustainable economic development in an interconnected world. As 

cultural and creative industries continue to grow, the strategies highlighted in these 

cases serve as valuable models for achieving a future where economic empowerment 

and cultural enrichment go hand in hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ultimately, the success of CCI depends on a balance between economic objectives 

and the preservation of cultural integrity. By fostering innovation, understanding 
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