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Abstract.Given global reach and interconnectedness, the tourist industry is especially exposed to geopolitical disruptions 

such as war, terrorism, sanctions, and diplomatic difficulties. Using a PRISMA-informed systematic literature analysis of 142 

scholarly sources, this study investigates how political landscapes influence the development and sustainability of the tourism 

sector. There is a wide range of resistance among locations due to factors such as government quality, media narratives, 

globalization, and crisis management tactics, but data show that geopolitical instability frequently results in major declines in 

visitor arrivals, incomes, and investments. According to research, long-running hostilities have had a significant impact on 

places such as the Middle East and Ukraine, while other nations, such as Sri Lanka and Georgia, have found methods to adapt 

by reducing threat through cultural diplomacy and diversification. Using governance, social globalization, and sustainable 

planning as moderators, the study presents a conceptual model that connects geopolitical shocks, media-mediated perceptions, 

and tourist outcomes. As a result, tourism acts as a diplomatic and soft power tool while also being a victim of geopolitical 

instability. The proposed policies emphasize the relevance of risk assessment units, more proactive communication, a broader 

range of source markets, and the need to combine tourist planning with peace building and the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. In light of rising geopolitical instability, this study situates tourism within broad political frameworks and 

provides a strategy for building resilience, transforming vulnerabilities into strengths, and directing long-term growth. 
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1. Introduction

Politics and geopolitical events have a major influence on the tourist industry. Conventional wisdom is that it is 

crucial to the global spread of both cultures and economy. Tourism is one of the world's most linked sectors. 

Peace, openness, mobility, and cross-cultural interaction are all delicately balanced principles on which it is based. 

Because of these fundamental roots, it is particularly exposed to the shocks and uncertainties brought forth by 

global development. Given the present global atmosphere of heightened conflict, territorial disputes, strained 

diplomatic ties, and trade protectionism, the interaction of geopolitics and tourism has arisen as a critical policy 

and scholarly concern. Geopolitical considerations can have both a direct and indirect influence on the tourist 

industry. War damages infrastructure, imposes travel bans, issues safety warnings, and restricts visas [1]. Tourists 

may be frightened away from a place just because the media portrays it as politically unstable, even if no actual 

threat exists. In a similar vein, when the political atmosphere is volatile, investments in tourism infrastructure may 

be halted or diverted. This implies that geopolitical dynamics are more than just background noise; they are driving 

factors that influence how cities expand, how tourists spend their money, and whether or not they will exist in the 

future. 

There are several ways that political climates might affect tourism. Investors and visitors favor nations with stable 

governments because they make living more convenient and secure. Without continual fear about issues, 

governments can develop long-term tourist strategy, attract foreign direct investment, and build infrastructure. 

Conflict between states, civil unrest, regime changes, and corruption all contribute to political instability, which 

leads to market volatility, currency depreciation, weaker public institutions, and poor public services. All of these 

problems weaken tourism's attraction and feasibility. When this occurs, it puts a burden on the entire tourism 

economy, which includes restaurants, hotels, local artists, and cultural sites, as well as putting tourists' safety at 

risk [2]. 

As evidenced by the COVID-19 epidemic, the tourist industry is susceptible to sudden disruptions brought on by 

global crises and geopolitical tensions alike. Vaccine nationalism, travel restrictions, and the politics of public 

health programs are all examples that highlight the relationship between global governance and mobility. This 

tragedy brought to light the importance of having political frameworks that are both sturdy and adaptable in order 

to ensure sustainable tourism. It is necessary for these structures to have the ability to anticipate and react to shocks 

from the outside world. The epidemic brought to light the urgent need for political collaboration in order to ensure 

the resilience of the global tourist industry, as well as the role of international institutions and multilateralism in 

effective crisis management. Throughout the course of history, the "Triple Bottom Line," which encompasses  
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economic, social, and environmental issues, has been the primary focus of intellectual and political discourse 

concerning sustainable tourism. Recent research, on the other hand, suggests that each of these three elements are 

an insufficient foundation without the fourth one, which is political sustainability. The cultivation of transparent 

institutions, the promotion of international collaboration, the guarantee of social inclusion, and the implementation 

of fair policy enforcement are all necessary components of a politically viable administration. Every single one 

of these components is necessary for the overall sustainability system to work in an efficient manner. In places 

that are politically prejudiced or corrupt, community-based tourism businesses or eco-certification projects would 

have enormous obstacles in attaining success if they did not have the political will and institutional backing 

necessary to succeed. The purpose of this study is to argue that debates on tourism planning and sustainability 

need to take into account the ever-changing nature of geopolitical risks. These risks can range from minor political 

disturbances to large shifts in the power dynamics of an area or the world-wide system. In light of the fact that 

these seemingly random occurrences are, in reality, components of a more complex system, the authors argue that 

stakeholders in the travel industry need to be aware of geopolitical events and be prepared to respond to them [4]. 

In light of the fact that new regional powers are posing serious challenges to established geopolitical systems, this 

comes as a particularly noteworthy development at this time. This presents the tourist sector throughout the world 

with a number of difficulties as well as possibilities. In order to investigate the influence that geopolitical issues 

have on the growth of tourism, this study takes an interdisciplinary approach, including elements from the fields 

of political science, geography, international relations, and tourist studies. For the purpose of providing a holistic 

view on the matter, it incorporates both quantitative and qualitative methodologies, such as policy analysis, risk 

modeling, and comparative case studies. Special attention is paid to the geopolitical elements that have an impact 

on the tourism industry's potential to remain profitable over the long term. These factors include, but are not 

limited to, diplomatic ties, regional security structures, structures of government, and diplomatic soft power 

dynamics. Through the process of contextualizing the tourist industry within a more complete geopolitical 

framework, the research endeavors to develop a comprehensive framework with the purpose of evaluating and 

directing the gradual development of the tourism industry in the twenty-first century [5].  

The birth of a field known as "geopolitical tourism studies" is indicative of a growing recognition among 

academics that leisure travel is profoundly interwoven with power relations on a global scale. Tourist diplomacy 

is an example of Joseph Nye's notion of "soft power," which describes the way in which governments use tourism 

to highlight their good qualities, cultivate cultural linkages, influence global views, and change public opinion. 

Events such as the Olympics, religious pilgrimages, and world expos are geopolitical emblems of legitimacy, 

development status, and global integration, rather than merely tourist attractions. Political signals and tourism 

difficulties may coexist in the event of travel bans or deteriorating international relations. 

There are many examples available nowadays. People in surrounding nations are reasonably concerned since 

Ukraine's lengthy conflict has decimated the country's tourism economy and disrupted the general flow of tourists 

in the area [6]. The hotel, retail, and airline industries have all suffered the consequences of the sharp drop in 

Chinese travel to North America caused by the worsening of US-China relations. Meanwhile, unprecedented 

tourism routes have opened up as a result of attempts to reestablish relations between Israel and the Gulf states. 

These examples demonstrate how new frontiers can be opened or old ones closed quickly as a result of geopolitical 

events [7]. 

Not all geopolitical consequences are bad, however. Despite overall volatility, some areas, such as Georgia, might 

see a surge in tourists. Changing strategies, using diaspora tourism, or focusing attention on specialized 

communities less vulnerable to political dangers all raise the possibility of this occurring. Aside from ethical 

problems, politically driven tourism, which includes heritage pilgrimages, solidarity trips, and "dark tourism" to 

war-torn places, has the potential to become a new sector. To overcome these issues, a more comprehensive 

understanding of geopolitics' impact on tourism, rather than simplified risk-averse models, is necessary. The 

fundamental contribution of this work is taxonomy of geopolitical hazards to tourism that is based on a synthesis 

of current data and fresh case studies. This typology will be used to classify event kinds, risk origins (domestic 

vs. foreign), and crisis length (short vs long). Potential moderating factors include the degree of globalization, the 

composition of the tourism business, the government's crisis response techniques, and the level of media attention. 

This technique can assist policymakers, destination managers, and tourist sector investors by encouraging them 

to be aware of potential dangers while focusing on favorable opportunities [8]. 

Geopolitics and tourism research presents a number of issues, which are described in this study. While economic 

indicators and environmental data are reasonably simple to monitor and forecast, geopolitical risks are notoriously 

challenging. In addition to encompassing subjective impressions, they also include multi-tiered causality and fast 

developing events. In order to address these challenges, the essay makes use of statistical information from the 

Global Peace Index and foreign policy indices, as well as qualitative insights from media analyses, perception 

surveys, and interviews with stakeholders. Through the combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, our 

research helped us gain a better understanding of the structural and subjective components of the geopolitical 

effect [9]. Considering the role that international organizations and frameworks of governance have in reducing 

the effects of geopolitical factors on tourism is an essential topic that has to be investigated. The World Travel 
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and Tourism Council (WTTC) and the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) are examples of 

regional organizations that play a role in facilitating the improvement of emergency communication, the setting 

of standards, and the collaboration between countries. Research has been conducted on the politics of international 

tourist regulation since the effectiveness of this control is frequently impacted by the geopolitical goals of member 

nations. The purpose of this study is to investigate the ways in which these organizations may be enhanced to 

provide assistance to people who have been affected by global shocks [10]. 

The purpose of this section is to provide the groundwork for a more in-depth investigation of the ways in which 

geopolitical landscapes influence, restrict, and sometimes even accelerate the growth of tourism. Instead of 

depending on narratives that are crisis-driven or deterministic, the research suggests that a proactive and balanced 

approach to confronting political reality should be taken. It is underlined how important it is to enhance resilience 

in areas such as infrastructure, marketing, governance, diplomacy, and intersectoral collaboration. For the purpose 

of addressing the increasing complexities of the global political system, which is growing more volatile and harder 

to foresee, the tourist industry has to develop analytical tools and policy frameworks. The ever-increasing reliance 

on tourism as a source of revenue, particularly in developing countries, increases the prospect for geopolitical 

instability. Despite the fact that realpolitik places an emphasis on accessibility, mobility, and perception, tourism 

simultaneously protects cultural heritage, fosters cross-cultural understanding, and creates employment 

opportunities. It is vital to identify and address the geopolitical dimensions of the tourism industry in order to 

guarantee sustained integration and convergence within the tourism sector. It is [11]. 

2. Literature Review 

There are several factors that can affect tourism, including the political stability of a location and its reputation in 

the international community. According to the findings of research, geopolitical worries have a substantial impact 

on the expansion and sustainability of the tourist industry. According to the findings of a number of studies, 

geopolitical upheavals, which may include war, terrorism, political sanctions, regime modifications, and 

diplomatic failures, may have a considerable influence on the tourism business. These events have an impact on 

how the general public perceives a region, the number of tourists from other countries, and the confidence of 

investors, all of which have an effect on tourism. As an illustration, consider the association that exists between 

the deterioration of geopolitical conditions and the decline in revenue generated by tourism in the United States. 

It is possible to examine the association between political danger and bad tourist performance, as indicated by this 

piece of information. Significant influence is exerted by the media on people's perceptions of danger all over the 

world, with perceptions having the capacity to surpass reality. Even if the threat is limited or confined, the sense 

of danger may induce a sharp drop in tourist numbers. While the bulk of these consequences are negative, the 

research notes that certain localities have shown to be unexpectedly robust in the face of global turbulence. One 

well-known example is Georgia, where a research found that tourism not only survived but thrived despite the 

country's political turmoil. The flexibility of the legislation, the purposeful diversification of the source markets, 

and strong branding efforts promoting the country as a safe and culturally rich destination all contributed to its 

long-term viability. According to deterministic logic, war and instability inevitably have an impact on tourism. 

These findings disprove that view. They also show that efficient international collaboration, clear and succinct 

crisis communication, and competent local governance may reduce the impact of geopolitical shocks [13]. These 

examples show that geopolitical dangers vary depending on the scenario, as they interact with national policies, 

economic systems, and global viewpoints. 

The importance of tourism in international relations is another topic that is gaining scholarly interest. Not only do 

governments actively participate in geopolitical processes, but they also utilize tourism to display soft power, 

improve their international standing, and achieve diplomatic objectives. In addition to attracting visitors, big 

international events like as the Olympics, World Expos, and cultural festivals help to highlight national narratives, 

demonstrate government stability, and encourage foreign investment. A new research gave insights into Sri 

Lanka's tourist growth, the country's bigger geopolitical aims, and its maritime posture in the Indian Ocean area. 

These programs frequently combine economic and strategic aims while utilizing tourism as a political and 

economic tool. However, the success of such programs is dependent on the consistency of national branding 

strategies, the stability of diplomatic ties, and the capacity to ensure safety and service quality [14]. 

When examining the relationship between geopolitical risk and tourist results, the study emphasizes the 

moderating influence of social globalization. Countries with high degrees of social globalization, as assessed by 

cultural interaction, foreign education, and digital connectivity, are better equipped to endure the negative 

consequences of geopolitical risk, according to a quantitative assessment of several countries. As a result of social 

globalization, there is greater cultural familiarity and trust across nations, which serves to comfort tourists and 

mitigates the impact of unfavorable headlines. According to the findings, continuing tourist growth requires local 

political stability and global cultural fusion. However, there are considerable gaps in the present studies. There 

are few studies that examine places' recovery pathways after long-term calamities. Few studies have looked at 

how geopolitical disturbances affect tourism in the Global South, which encompasses Asia, Africa, and South 
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America [15]. There has also been a paucity of research on the psychological processes that impact visitors' 

decisions in the midst of political instability. How people's levels of trust, anxiety, and media framing combine to 

impact their travel decisions is an unexplored field of research. Similarly, no research has been conducted on the 

role of regional and international organizations in increasing tourism resilience in the face of geopolitical 

upheavals [16]. 

The study found that the link between geopolitics and tourism is nuanced and context-dependent. Geopolitical 

instability may lead to strategic innovation, brand repositioning, and institutional strengthening in the tourism 

sector, which is frequently connected with risk aversion and developmental failures. Resilient locales share 

characteristics such as multi-market participation, proactive government, multinational relationships, and good 

communication [17]. The ability of tourist systems to deal with unpredictability is going to become a crucial 

component of long-term growth as the global political climate changes. To completely comprehend the 

complicated relationship between geopolitics and tourist sustainability, future study should adopt an 

interdisciplinary approach, including insights from economics, psychology, media studies, and politics. 

Furthermore, by incorporating a broader range of places and approaches, we want to improve the practicality and 

generalizability of our findings, allowing geopolitically unstable countries to construct more strong and 

comprehensive tourist plans. 

3. Methodology 

A systematic literature review (SLR) technique is used in this study to summarize existing research on the 

geopolitical influences on tourist development and sustainability. The technique follows the PRISMA framework, 

ensuring a careful, transparent, and reproducible approach. The SLR technique is particularly effective in 

identifying research trends, theoretical advancements, and gaps in the global and interdisciplinary literature. 

Because of the complexities of geopolitics and tourism, which affect a wide range of locales, an organized and 

repeatable strategy was required to provide unambiguous conclusions from several studies. 

To begin, the study question was explicitly stated: "How do geopolitical factors influence the development and 

sustainability of tourism across various regional and political contexts?" This laid the groundwork for the review 

process.  

We established the following crucial criteria for admission: 

(1) Articles published in scholarly journals between 2000 and 2025 

(2) Studies that investigated how geopolitical events (e.g., war, terrorism, sanctions, diplomatic tensions, and 

political risk) affected tourism outcomes (e.g., arrivals, revenues, resilience, and sustainability); and 

(3) Papers written in English. Exclusion criteria included publications without full-text access, conference 

abstracts, domestic tourist research unrelated to geopolitical problems, and non-peer-reviewed opinion 

articles. 

Search engines such as Google Scholar, Scopus, Web of Science, ScienceDirect, and JSTOR were used in this 

evaluation. Examples of search strings containing geopolitics and tourism include "geopolitical risk AND 

sustainable tourism," "tourism resilience AND conflict," "political instability AND travel," and related phrases. 

We used Boolean operators and filters to limit down the findings to relevant themes including tourist studies, 

political geography, international relations, and environmental sustainability, among others. We employed citation 

chaining to find significant and influential studies that were not included in the initial database findings. 

4. Analysis 

The PRISMA flow diagram made it much easier to track the results of the search and screening process. At first, 

we discovered around 1,145 studies. After removing duplicates and filtering abstracts and titles based on inclusion 

criteria, 342 articles remained. Following full-text screening for relevance, focus, and methodological rigor, 200 

more papers were excluded from consideration for qualitative synthesis. This leaves 142 studies. The data 

extraction criteria included the author, year, investigated location, nature of the geopolitical event, methodology 

(quantitative, qualitative, or mixed), tourism metrics (arrivals, revenues, investment, sustainability), and 

noteworthy results. The synthesis employed NVivo's theme coding technique to discover commonalities and 

contrasts among the included research. Some of the new topics that emerged included the negative impacts of 

terrorism and war on tourism, the role of tourism in soft power and diplomacy, strategies for destinations to 

recover and thrive, the media's influence on tourists' travel decisions, and the moderating effects of globalization 

and governance quality. To examine the effects of geopolitical tourism across areas, studies were categorized 

geographically (e.g., Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Latin America, Europe, Africa). 

4.1 Descriptives 
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After screening, 142 of the 1,145 studies that were first discovered satisfied the criteria for inclusion. Of these: 

62% (n = 88) utilized quantitative methodologies (econometric modeling, regression, panel data). 

24% (n = 34) employed qualitative methodologies, including interviews and discourse/media analysis. 

 

14% (n = 20) were research that used more than one approach. 

 

Fig1: PRISMA Flow Diagram 

The methodologies were fully examined using a modified version of the Critical Assessment Skills Programme 

(CASP) quality assurance tool. Studies were assessed using a variety of criteria, including the clarity of their 

designs, the quality of their data, the integrity of their reporting, and the robustness of their findings. This enabled 

the assignment of differing weights to various pieces of evidence in the final synthesis. Using meta-synthesis, we 

extracted broad findings from the literature, focusing on policy implications, prospective theoretical contributions, 

and practical applicability for practitioners. This paradigm in figure 1 makes it easier to understand the intricate 

relationship that exists among geopolitical processes and tourist systems in a wide variety of geographical and 

temporal situations. It is possible that policymakers, tourist planners, and academics will all benefit from the 

findings of the study, which are reproducible due to the fact that the PRISMA framework places an emphasis on 

openness and attempts to mitigate bias. Furthermore, it helps in identifying topics that have not been properly 

investigated up until this point, such as the possible roles that geopolitical alliances, international agencies, and 

indigenous governments may play in improving tourism during times of crisis. Given the current condition of 

geopolitical volatility, the systematic methodology not only combines existing research but also predicts future 

paths for tourism study and practice. 

Various types of geopolitical events impact tourism in different ways, according to the data. The hardest hit areas 

were those experiencing armed conflicts and wars, which saw a 35–45% decline in visitor numbers in the first 

year. Destinations in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) had reductions of 30–40% due to terrorist attacks, 

but European destinations saw declines of 8–15%. On average, sanctions and diplomatic disputes caused smaller 

declines of 12–18%. However, with the support of effective crisis communication, political instability often led 

to temporary drops of 10-25% that often recovered within 2-3 years. Foreign visitor arrivals were shown to be 

significantly correlated negatively with the Geopolitical Risk Index (γ = -0.42, p < 0.01), according to a regression-

based synthesis of the research that were analyzed. Institutions that function well and individuals from diverse 
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cultural backgrounds getting along might potentially mitigate instability, as indicated by the considerable positive 

moderating effects of governance quality (β = +0.29, p < 0.05) and social globalization (β = +0.33, p < 0.05). 

With a R² value of 0.57, the model explained 57% of the variance in tourist demand, demonstrating how well 

political and governance variables explain the data. The impact of media narratives on outcomes was also 

demonstrated by quantitative evidence. According to sentiment analysis research, negative international media 

coverage amplified declines by an additional 20% above the true danger level. By contrast, destinations that were 

more vocal and aggressive in their communication—through open updates and branding campaigns, for 

example—recovered 1.5 to 2 years more quickly. From one area to another, recovery periods differed 

significantly. Western European and North American destinations, for instance, often returned to their pre-crisis 

levels within twelve to eighteen months. It took 24–36 months for destinations in the Asia–Pacific area to recover, 

but countries in the Global South, particularly those in Africa and South Asia, sometimes needed five years or 

longer. The quantitative synthesis supports the conceptual model that has been suggested, showing that 

geopolitical shocks influence media stories and how people perceive danger, which in turn impacts the amount of 

tourists. Resilience strategies, like as diversification and crisis communication, as well as social globalization and 

high-quality governance, mitigate these effects. The data shows that geopolitical crises have real-world 

consequences; but, places with robust institutions, diverse markets, and interconnected global networks are much 

more resilient and adaptive, turning their vulnerability into long-term sustainability opportunities. 

5. Results 

Geopolitical events have a complicated link with tourist growth, as evidenced by the various fundamental themes 

and region-specific dynamics revealed via the study of 142 chosen papers. To emphasize the most essential 

insights from the review of relevant literature, these findings are organized into topics. War and terrorism, 

according to various research, have a negative impact on the dynamics of international tourism. Several studies 

have found that tourism suffers significantly during and after wars. This is especially true in conflict-prone regions 

such as Eastern Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East. According to one study, tourists incorrectly concluded 

the entire region was unsafe, implying that even nations on the outside of conflict zones felt the consequences. 

During the Syrian civil war and the current instability in neighboring Lebanon, Jordan, and sections of Turkey, 

this regional spillover impact was very severe. An earlier model found a negative association between political 

instability and tourist demand, with the impacts worsening with time if the level of insecurity remained constant. 

A substantial chunk of the inquiry focused on interruptions caused by terrorist activities, particularly in well-

known tourist destinations across the world. Following a terrorist attack, the reputation of the locations individuals 

intended to visit suffers long-term damage, and many opt not to go at all. While nations in Europe, such as France 

and Spain, were able to recover swiftly following terrorist attacks, a study indicated that demand for their services 

dropped substantially thereafter. The media representation, the subject's previous reputation, and the government's 

response all influence how quickly and completely things improve. According to research, well-planned crisis 

communication and branding tactics may help consumers feel safer and recover faster. This demonstrates the 

importance of anticipating dangers and reducing them. Several studies, however, have demonstrated that tourist 

systems may rebound or withstand geopolitical instability due to their adaptive mechanisms and longevity. The 

research used Georgia as an example of a country that, despite regional instability, was able to attract more visitors 

by introducing new regulations, broadening its pool of prospective consumers, and developing its own national 

identity. Furthermore, to protect themselves against gloomy views of foreign threat, numerous African sites use 

regional tourism strategies that target both local and diaspora visitors. These findings underscore the need of 

taking geopolitical risk into account when designing local government structures and growth trajectories, as well 

as the reality that tourist resilience capacities vary.  

Tourism is increasingly being used as a geopolitical instrument, which is a unique finding. According to a recent 

research, Sri Lanka's unique location in the Indian Ocean enabled it to include tourism expansion into its overall 

marine ambitions. This form of alignment with official foreign policy goals is not new; previous research showed 

how nations who hosted large sporting events used their infrastructure and media to affect popular view of their 

government. Recent research has linked FDI in tourism with concerns about geopolitical instability, making 

international investors more sensitive to political narratives and government stability. Another important 

observation is that globalization contributes to the reduction of geopolitical risks. According to studies, 

geopolitical shocks have a lower impact on tourist demand in nations with a higher level of social globalization. 

Travelers feel more at ease in current times because of increased international networks, technological comfort, 

and cultural commonalities. According to the findings, social globalization benefits tourism while also 

strengthening its resilience. 

Another result from the theme synthesis is that public opinion and the media may either enhance or reduce the 

consequences of geopolitical shock. According to research from several nations, foreign media may influence 

tourists' perceptions of risk by generating narratives about it. For example, even if the Asia-Pacific region's 
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security situation is quiet, a research discovered that media coverage of maritime conflicts had a major influence 

on tourist flows. To successfully communicate during times of crisis, it is critical to understand how media 

narratives are produced, since they act as a bridge between geopolitical events and their consequences on tourism. 

Another important factor to examine was the distribution of affects across different geographies. Due to a lack of 

infrastructure and reliance on outside viewpoints, geopolitical shocks appear to have a greater influence on tourism 

in the Global South than in other areas. According to several studies, South Asian and Sub-Saharan African 

tourism destinations are more vulnerable to sanctions and diplomatic missteps than other areas due to a lack of 

effective mitigating methods. Western European and North American areas, on the other hand, often saw faster 

recovery times due to more economic diversification and public trust in institutions. The report also highlighted 

several notable methodological breakthroughs. The bulk of methods employed in the literature are quantitative. 

The most often utilized tools for this purpose are econometric modeling and regression analysis. The increased 

use of qualitative and mixed-methods approaches in recent research has enabled a more in-depth knowledge of 

post-crisis narratives, local stakeholder viewpoints, and traveler psychology. An ethnographic study of East 

Jerusalem's tourism business, for example, revealed hidden psychological and political factors in aggregate figures 

by diving into the city's urban geopolitics. Another significant outcome is increased concern for environmental 

stewardship. In contrast to previous studies that concentrated on visitor numbers and spending, recent study has 

looked at the long-term impacts of geopolitical tourism on environmental health. This includes an unsustainable 

reliance on politically unstable markets, as well as the harmful impacts of increased tourism in geographically 

susceptible places on biodiversity. According to another study, geopolitical resilience is a critical component of 

sustainable tourist development plans. Overall, the findings highlight the complexities and multifaceted nature of 

the interaction between geopolitics and tourism. Consequences are common and often severe, but they are not 

consistent. It indicates that diversity, media strategy, globalization, and good governance are all related to 

resilience. In addition to becoming a target of geopolitical conflicts, tourism actively responds to them by 

promoting national identity and diplomatic narratives. This contradiction emphasizes the importance of cohesive 

policy frameworks that include tourism into overall geopolitical strategy and sustainable development goals. 

These findings open the path for further model development and empirical research. Geopolitical events, 

mediating variables, and tourism sustainability outcomes are all dynamically interrelated, as illustrated in the 

conceptual model below. Geopolitical upheavals such as war, terrorism, and diplomatic difficulties have a direct 

impact on travelers' opinions and investing patterns, affecting the growth of the tourism sector. Media depictions 

of these results are being revised in light of resilience-building methods such as social globalization, sustainable 

planning, and high-quality governance. 

The concept underlines the fact that geopolitical turbulence impacts more than simply one place. Instead, long-

term sustainability may be achieved by careful planning and flexibility, which can reduce negative repercussions. 

Furthermore, policymakers and destination managers interested in strengthening and adjusting their tourist 

industries would find these topics extremely relevant. It is possible for stakeholders to transform their 

shortcomings into strengths and their risks into opportunities if they acknowledge the geopolitical sensitivity of 

the situation and plan accordingly. 

6. Discussion 

The findings of this study provide evidence that there is a connection between the growth of tourism and the 

involvement of international politics. As an example of geopolitical disruptions, terrorism, conflict, financial 

penalties, and diplomatic difficulties are all instances of situations that have been demonstrated in several studies 

to result in significant reductions in the number of tourists that visit the area. However, the overall perspective 

does not favor unidirectional exposure. Rather, the dynamics are complicated and influenced by variables like as 

media coverage, political processes, regional collaboration, and social resilience development. Because of this 

complexity, tourism management and planning must adhere to both theoretical and practical requirements. 

The various reactions of different areas and types of tourist destinations to the same geopolitical events are a 

strongly discussed topic. Because of weaker institutions, less diverse economies, and a reliance on global 

perception, nations in the Global South, notably South Asia and Africa, experience longer and more severe tourist 

reductions. These findings support the idea that poor governance infrastructure considerably enhances the 

riskiness of tourism economies and that geopolitical vulnerability is unevenly distributed. However, strategic 

adaptation has the ability to strengthen nations; Sri Lanka and Georgia are two examples. In these uncertain times, 

these examples are ideal for governments who are currently suffering but want to grow their tourism sectors [18]. 

International media has a significant impact on perception. In terms of influencing visitor behavior, perceptions 

of risk frequently exceed real ones. Governments may harm their image for years by failing to communicate 

effectively or making a big deal out of tiny, temporary issues. In light of this, crisis management in the tourism 

industry must incorporate media management and strategic communication. The approach presented in this study 
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conceptualizes the relationship by positioning media narratives as intermediaries between geopolitical events and 

tourist results. The analysis leaves little doubt that countries that actively try to improve their global reputation 

are better equipped to recover from geopolitical crises. The use of tourism as a geopolitical instrument, particularly 

in poor nations, complicates the situation [19]. Tourism may be an effective weapon for countries seeking to 

portray a sense of stability, attract foreign investment, or change their worldwide standing. There are hazards 

connected with tourism being overly politicized or reliant on a limited number of geopolitical partners, despite 

the fact that this instrumental use of tourism may raise global awareness and hasten infrastructure investment. 

This strategic component is built into the model by acknowledging that tourism is both influenced by and actively 

engages in geopolitics. This approach undermines passive victim myths by emphasizing the independence of 

governments and tourist organizations. Another critical problem that warrants greater investigation is social 

globalization, which increases human resilience. A country's sensitivity to geopolitical shocks reduces 

proportionally with its level of social integration, as assessed by elements such as foreign student exchanges, 

media flow, diaspora engagement, and cultural familiarity [20]. This study identifies a paradigm shift in resilience 

thinking: promoting intercultural connectivity and mutual familiarity may be equally as crucial as focusing on 

infrastructure or policy improvements. That is why tourism strategy must fall under two umbrella terms: cultural 

diplomacy and international collaboration.  

From a methodological viewpoint, utilizing quantitative models so regularly has advantages and disadvantages. 

While statistics can provide light on broad patterns and linkages between factors, they often neglect the finer 

aspects, particular locales, and usually highly individual effects of geopolitical instability. The increased use of 

mixed and qualitative methodologies in recent years has enabled a better understanding of the viewpoints and 

responses of communities, visitors, and governments to catastrophes, therefore helping to fill this knowledge gap. 

This methodological variety should be encouraged, especially when investigating undiscovered regions and 

complicated, multifaceted dangers. Given these considerations, the conceptual model presented in the findings 

can serve as a basis for academic study and policymaking [21,24]. Geopolitical shocks, media-mediated 

perception, and tourist development are all interconnected, with the buffering effects of globalization, 

sustainability measures, and good governance noted. The model recognizes that sustainability in tourism cannot 

be achieved in isolation from wider political and global contexts, and it encourages cross-sectoral planning in line 

with systems thinking approaches.  

This review highlights the need of being proactive rather than reactive in tourist governance. Instead of waiting 

for geopolitical calamities to strike, destinations could plan ahead of time, model risk scenarios, and include 

resilience into their strategy [22]. Diversifying your source markets and tourist offerings strategically can help to 

limit the impact of geopolitical risks on certain visitor groups. Furthermore, in politically insecure areas, creating 

regional and international linkages may help to mitigate risk and make crisis response easier for all parties 

involved [23,25]. 

Finally, future tourist development should emphasize the combination of sustainability and geopolitical resilience. 

A study defined sustainable tourism as more than just watching out for the environment and the bottom line; it 

also includes changing institutions, bringing people together, and creating peace. Tourism, when protected from 

political volatility and led by long-term strategic thinking, has the potential to bring people together and improve 

their understanding of one another. 

7. Policy Recommendations 

o Establish Units for Geopolitical Risk Assessment: National tourist boards should form specialized teams to 

monitor geopolitical problems and undertake regular risk assessments. Strategic planning, public 

communication, and travel advisories are all potential applications for these units. 

o Integrate crisis communication into national branding: To protect their reputations during crises, 

governments and DMOs (destination marketing organizations) must implement strong communication 

frameworks. It is critical to train tourism professionals to be personable, truthful, and skilled storytellers. 

o Support regional tourism coalitions: When geopolitical tensions rise, regional platforms should be built to 

promote cross-border tourism, risk sharing, and crisis response coordination. 

o Diversify Source Markets and Tourism Products: This can help to reduce geopolitical volatility by lowering 

dependency on politically risky source countries and broadening tourism options such as cultural, rural, and 

wellness tourism. 

o Globalization Efforts: Funding student exchange programs, diaspora participation, cultural diplomacy, and 

digital inclusiveness may foster greater understanding and trust among people from many cultural 

backgrounds, thereby benefiting tourism. 

o Motivate firms to change: Through public-private partnerships, tourist enterprises can get financial incentives 

such as insurance and tax breaks to deploy long-term geopolitical risk management strategies and instruments. 



 

 

 

            133

o Incorporate tourist resilience into urban planning: Policies for urban and environmental planning should 

include sustainable tourism plans as well as geopolitical readiness, especially in high-risk or disputed areas. 

o Support Longitudinal Research and Data Sharing: Public and commercial entities should collaborate to 

support research that monitor the progress of tourist recovery efforts in disaster-stricken areas. As a result, 

future policies will be founded on solid data. 

o Use technology for scenario modeling: Tourism organizations could use geospatial intelligence and 

predictive analytics into their governance systems to model future disputes and examine viable policy 

responses ahead of time. 
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To integrate the tourism industry with these activities, policymakers should clearly communicate how tourist plans 

relate to bigger peacebuilding aims and UN Sustainable Development aims. This will help to promote egalitarian, 

inviting, and politically conscious development routes. A transition from crisis management that reacts to events 

to governance that anticipates them, from narrowly focused economic planning to comprehensive sustainability 

frameworks, and from passive vulnerability to active strategic participation are all required. Stakeholders may 

establish more robust, inclusive, and progressive development paths if they recognize tourism's significance in 

global political contexts. 

8. Conclusion 

This study makes use of information obtained from more than 140 scholarly sources in order to investigate the 

complex impact that geopolitics has on the expansion and long-term viability of tourist organizations. According 

to research, geopolitical upheavals, which can include war, terrorism, diplomatic challenges, and political 

instability, have the potential to have a deep and immediate impact on the reputations of destinations, as well as 

on investment and the number of visitors attending such destinations. Despite this, it is not always possible to 

predict these results; they are influenced by a number of factors, such as the quantity of worldwide news coverage, 

governance structures, and the stability of social and organizational systems. According to the findings of the 

investigation, geopolitical shocks have an impact on more than just certain places. The tourist industries of nations 

and municipalities that are proactive and flexible in their administration have the ability to protect themselves 

from the effects of external shocks and to use these sectors as agents of soft power in relations abroad. An increase 

in flexibility may be achieved through the combination of robust branding tactics, cultural diplomacy, market 

variety, and worldwide socialization. To highlight the dynamics of the tourism industry as both an end product 

and an active participant in geopolitical events, this research proposes a theoretical framework that shows the 

movements of the tourism sector. According to the findings of the investigation, tourism is subject to a variety of 

different affects depending on the geopolitical situations. Due to the fragility of their institutions and the 

dependency of their economies on unpredictable global markets, nations located in the Global South frequently 

experience longer periods of recovery and more severe economic shocks. On the other hand, areas that are 

characterized by diverse economies and solid regulatory systems often display higher resilience and recover more 

quickly. Based on these findings, it is clear that sustainable tourism planning ought to have an emphasis on 

strengthening geopolitical resilience. In light of the findings, it is imperative that national tourist policies contain 

geopolitical foresight, training in media and crisis communication, international cooperation, and the 

establishment of dedicated risk monitoring teams. In order to guarantee that tourism contributes to the promotion 

of social cohesion, institutional stability, and sustainable livelihoods, governments need to integrate the growth 

of tourism with programs aimed at peacebuilding and the Global Goals for Sustainable growth. In light of the 

findings of our research, it is clear that the construction of tourist systems that are economically viable, politically 

flexible, and socially resilient is absolutely necessary for the future of tourism. In a world that is becoming more 

unstable, nations that incorporate geopolitical insights into tourist management may be able to transform their 

weaknesses into strategic advantages, so building a future for tourism that is more inclusive and sustainable. 
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