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Abstract. This paper address the Sense of Security of the people leaving in 

Left Wing Extremist affected Jangalmahal of West Bengal. Ranibandh 

block of Bankura district has been under the insurgence of armed conflict 

especially between the time period of 2000 to 2010. The comparison of sense 

of security and that of socio economic factors has been made for the people 

residing at partially and fully affected conflicting area of Bankura district. 

Descriptive study and regression analysis have done to understand the 

current scenario of the people of studied area. The study based on primary 

survey revealed that many family members were died/killed, murdered or 

kidnapped during the time of insurgency. This has created a long-term effect 

on their socio-economic standard of life in Jangalmahal. The loss of job, 

change of occupation, under-education etc. are common among affected 

people. Although it has realized that different developmental initiation at the 

core and fully affected area has made strongly sensitive in terms of the Sense 

of Security of the people in current scenario, but personal security like job 

security, food security etc. is still lagging behind for the people residing in 

fully affected area. 

Keywords: Sense of Security, Displacement, Social Conflict, Left Wing 

Extremism. 

1 Introduction 

Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) remains one of the most significant internal security chal-

lenges in India for decades. The era of Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) has witnessed a 

long history of violence, killings, forced displacement, and inhumane treatment of peo-

ple since 1967 [1]. Naxalism had started as an agrarian rebellion by the Santhaltribals 
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of Naxalbari in West Bengal in the year 1967 [2]. The violation spreads nearly 90 dis-

tricts in nine states since then the movement started and gradually spread more [3]. As 

per [2] LWE affects up to 232 districts, with around 60 in states like Chhattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, and Maharashtra experiencing severe in-

surgency. A larger percentage of tribal populated districts, characterized by dense forest 

area coverage, are affected by Left Wing Extremist movement. The tribal societies in-

habit India’s poorest and least developed jungle regions and paradoxicallymost of these 

areas are mineral rich economic zone.This rises in the spread of Left-Wing Extremist 

in the tribal zones of India [2]. The roots of the Naxalite movement in India lie in the 

systemic neglect and economic exploitation and exclusion of marginalized groups, par-

ticularly tribal communities from the social, political, economic, and educational life 

of mainstream society [4]. The state's appropriation of tribal land and the extraction of 

valuable mineral resources from tribal territories, largely benefiting the corporate sec-

tor, fuelled up the violence against state [4]. This might be one of the main causes of 

the rise in the spread of Left Wing Extremists in the tribal zones of India [2]. 

Work of [3] mentioned theareas of red-corridor in India. People living in the area of 

red-corridor, their life situation in present time after long term life-threatening situation 

hasbeen overlooked even afterstable situation at those places. There exist almost no 

reliable official statistics specifically focussing on these issues due to difficulties in 

collection of data. This is definitely an important aspect to be addressed.  

In this aspect, Human Security (HS) is one of the important dimensions of the develop-

mental discussion of society. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), [5] 

first mentioned Human security (HS) in 1994 has as a part of a holistic human devel-

opment paradigm. Different literature argued that, at the same time, human develop-

ment is difficult to achieve when the minimum conditions for human security do not 

exist [6], [7], [8]. It has been argued [9] that human security and human development 

are distinct but complementary, where Human security is the effects and development 

is the processes. 

2 Objective 

The objective of this paper is to understand the sense of security after facing the conse-

quences of long term insurgence by Left-Wing Extremist atRanibandh Block, Bankura, 

West Bengal. 

3 Data 

This work is based on primary survey data work and field visit. The paper address the 

current situation of the people staying in the area of long term conflict, approximately 

more than a decade, particularly due to Left-Wing Extremist Movement in west Bengal. 

Survey has been done at Ranibandh Block, Bankura district of West Bengal. This area 

has been the central point of the total Jungalmahal area and the epicentre of the Left-

Wing insurgency across highly affected districts of West Bengal like Purulia, Bankura 
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and West-Midnapur. In West Bengal, the situation has came under control after the 

killing of Maoist politburo member MallojulaKoteswara Rao aka Kishanji, on Novem-

ber 24, 2011, by Security Forces (SFs) [6]. Violation has been controlled in West Ben-

gal, after 2011 [10]. People leaving this area have been facing a long term tragic impact 

on their daily life and socio-economic situation. 

4 Methodology 

To address the objective of the study a detailed descriptive analysis has done for the 

factors of Sense of Security. Sense of security is basically an index combining nine 

factors of security mentioned in Figure-1. The Sense of Security index is a modified 

version of Human Security (HS)[10] mentioned at Human development report 1994. 

The index has constructed by combining the factors of security using Principal Com-

ponent Analysis [11]. To understand how socio-economic conditions are affecting their 

Sense of Security, a regression analysis has done using Ordinary Least Squire Method 

(OLS). 

The whole surveyed area has been clustered into fully affected and partial affected area 

by collecting information from block office. 

 

 
 

Map. 1. Ranibandh Block Map and Selected Study (Drawn by Authors) 
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5 Variables 

5.1 Dependent Variable 

The dependent variable is Sense of Security Index (SSI) constructed by combining factors of 

security (Fig. 1) using Principal Component analysis. 

 

Sense of Security

Personal Security

Food security 
(BPL/Access to 

PDS/ Holding ration 
card etc.)

Health security 
(healthcare by 

Govt./ 
immunization)

Job security (like 
NREGA) Reproductive 

security (Visit of 
ANM/AWW/ 
awareness)

Socital Security

Social security 
(Feeling of 
alienation/ 
Women's 

protection/ etc.)

Political security 
(Voting rights etc.)

Permanent 
settlement

Physical 
infrastructure 

(Road, Electricity, 
Drinking water 

.etc.)

Social 
infrastructure 
(school,college, 
health centre)

5.2 Independent Variable 

Very important Socio-Economic factors have been considered as independent varia-

bles. 

• Displaced at the time of conflict or not (Di)  

• Per capita monthly consumption (Ci)  

• Electricity (Ei)  

• Safe drinking water (Wi)  

• Type of toilet (Ti)  

• Type of house (Hi)  

• Change of occupation since conflict (OCi)  

• Benefit Received from Physical loss of family (BRi)  

• New public infrastructure construction (PIi)  
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6 Result and Discussion 

The analysis starts with factors of Sense of Security. Table-1 shows the percentage re-

sponse on Sense of security at affected area.   

As per the response of the people living in fully-affected and partial-affected people, 

fully-affected people are in worse situation compare to partial-affected people. In pre-

sent situation, nearly 60 per cent people from fully affected area felt insecure on their 

food arrangement. The people of fully affected area, almost 38 per cent households 

reported poor or very poor condition in job security. In contrast, almost 45 per cent 

household from partial-affected area, felt that the job is adequately or more than ade-

quately secure. Fully affected area is in worse off position in all the four aspects of 

personal security, comparison with partial affected area. Sense of security in social en-

gagement poor at fully affected area due to the fear from past experience. It has been 

noticed that the Sense of security on Physical and social infrastructure in fully-affected 

area is high compare to partial affected area. The road construction, electricity and 

drinking water supply etc. are responded as adequate and more than adequate available 

by 48 per cent household at fully-affected area. In the fully affected area, the develop-

ment and re-build of public school, college and healthcare units have done. Some de-

velopmental investment like road construction, fresh water supply, medical facilities 

has improved in fully-affected area. This has increased the sense of security in social 

infrastructure among the household of fully-affected area. 

Table 1. Present Scenario of Sense of Security at Partial and Fully Affected Area 

Sense of Personal Security (% Response) 

  More than 

adequate 

Ade-

quate 

Moderately 

adequate 

Poor Very Poor 

Food Security FA 11.06 17.59 13.57 19.60 38.19 

PA 10.59 28.24 31.76 11.76 17.65 

Health security FA 16.58 18.59 28.14 25.63 11.06 

PA 17.65 30.59 24.71 23.53 3.53 

Job security FA 27.64 15.58 12.06 22.61 15.08 

PA 44.71 27.06 12.94 10.59 4.71 

Reproductive FA 13.07 25.13 25.13 29.15 7.54 

security PA 12.94 34.12 24.71 20.00 8.24 

Sense of Soc etal Securityi % Response)  (

  More than 

adequate 

Ade-

quate 

Moderately 

adequate 

Poor Very Poor 

Social engage- FA 19.60 14.07 18.59 29.65 18.09 

ment PA 27.06 17.65 30.59 10.59 14.12 

Political secu- FA 17.09 15.08 22.11 28.14 17.59 

rity PA 24.71 27.06 21.18 18.82 8.24 

Permanent set- FA 18.09 19.10 24.12 26.63 10.05 

tlement PA 29.41 31.76 18.82 10.59 8.24 

Physical infra- FA 22.11 26.63 26.63 21.61 3.02 

structure PA 17.65 28.24 22.35 23.53 8.24 
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Social infra- FA 30.15 17.59 30.65 18.09 3.52 

structure PA 5.88 35.29 34.12 14.12 9.41 

Source: Calculated by author from Primary Survey data (*FA- Fully Affected Area, PA- 

Partial Affected Area) 

In the next section, a descriptive study has analysed on Sense of Security Index. Sense 

of Security Index is combined score of all the factors discussed above and have con-

structed using the factors of Principal Component Analysis. 

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics 

 Full Affected Partial Affected 

Mean 1.02 0.76 

Median 1.03 0.71 

Mode 0.00 0.26 

Skewness -0.16 0.42 

Kurtosis -1.18 -0.67 

Maximum 2.16 1.74 

Minimum -0.01 0.00 

SD 0.59 0.44 

Source: Calculated by author from Primary Survey data 

Table-2 shows the data description tools of Sense of security index. The average Sense 

of security is high in fully-affected area, but high Standard Deviation and negative 

skewness proves that most of people blogs to lower Sense of security section of data 

set.   

Now in the next section a regression analysis has done to find out the significant de-

pendant Socio-economic factors on Sense of Security. Equation (1) and Equation (2) 

shows the regression on Sense of security with respect to important socio Economic 

factors. 

Regress equation of Sense of Security with respect to socio-economic factors at Fully 

affected area 

𝑺𝑺𝑰𝒇𝒂 =  𝟎. 𝟎𝟖𝟐 + 𝟎. 𝟎𝟕𝟕(𝟏.𝟎𝟑)  ∗  𝑫𝒊 − 𝟎. 𝟎𝟏𝟖(−𝟎.𝟏𝟕) ∗ 𝑬𝒊 + 𝟎. 𝟏𝟗𝟔(𝟐.𝟑𝟖) ∗ 𝑾𝒊

+ 𝟎. 𝟎𝟒𝟓(𝟏.𝟒𝟏) ∗ 𝑯𝒊 +  𝟎. 𝟎𝟖(𝟑.𝟒𝟔) ∗ 𝑻𝒊 + 𝟎. 𝟏𝟒𝟑(𝟏.𝟕𝟐) ∗ 𝑶𝑪𝒊

+ 𝟎. 𝟐𝟔𝟑(𝟑.𝟔𝟐) ∗ 𝑩𝑹𝒊 + 𝟎. 𝟐𝟖𝟒(𝟑.𝟕𝟗) ∗ 𝑷𝑰𝒊

+ 𝟎. 𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟗𝟐(𝟐.𝟐𝟐) ∗  𝑪𝒊 +  𝜺𝒊 

… (1) 

Regress equation of Sense of Security with respect to socio-economic factors at par-

tial affected area 

𝑺𝑺𝑰𝒑𝒂 =  𝟎. 𝟐𝟑 +  𝟎. 𝟐𝟎𝟔(𝟏.𝟓𝟐) ∗  𝑫𝒊 +  𝟎. 𝟐𝟒(𝟏.𝟔𝟒) ∗ 𝑬𝒊 − 𝟎. 𝟎𝟔(−𝟎.𝟑𝟗) ∗ 𝑾𝒊

− 𝟎. 𝟎𝟏𝟓(−𝟎.𝟒𝟖) ∗ 𝑯𝒊 +  𝟎. 𝟎𝟕𝟕(𝟐.𝟑𝟖) ∗ 𝑻𝒊 − 𝟎. 𝟎𝟖𝟓(−𝟎.𝟕𝟖) ∗ 𝑶𝑪𝒊

− 𝟎. 𝟎𝟑𝟐(−𝟎.𝟑𝟑) ∗ 𝑩𝑹𝒊 + 𝟎. 𝟑𝟏𝟖(𝟑.𝟏𝟐) ∗ 𝑷𝑰𝒊 + 𝟎. 𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟎𝟐𝟔(𝟎.𝟕𝟏) ∗ 𝑪𝒊

+  𝜺𝒊 

… (2) 
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From equation (1) it can be seen that, at fully affected area, per capita consumption 

expenditure (Ci), clean water supply (Wi), availability of toilet facility (Ti), Change of 

Occupation (OCi), Benefit Received from Physical loss of family (BRi) and New Pub-

lic Infrastructure (PIi) all these factors have significant impact on Sense of Security. In 

contrary, the socio-economic factors that significantly influence sense of security at 

partial affected area are Type of toilet use and New public infrastructural constriction. 

There is huge negative perception in the partial affected area in terms of the influencing 

factors of sense of security in some cases, which happens due to the fact that most of 

the developmental initiative have been taken place in full swing in the fully-affected 

area as Left Wing extremist have made a serious devastation on several government-

run physical infrastructure. Where as in the partial affected area, already existed infra-

structure had not demolished in the time of insurgency. The overall regression analysis 

shows that socio-economic factors have significant role sense of security at conflicting 

area of Ranibandh, Bankura district. 

7   Conclusion 

This paper discusses current sense of security of the people leave in the Naxalite–Mao-

ist affected area. A comparison has been made between fully affect area and partial 

affected area. The people of Ranibandh, Bankura has been affect by the Maoist activist 

for more than a decade. A larger population of people of this block were forced or 

integrated to be a part of Left Wing Extremist Movement or Naxalite–Maoist insur-

gency. Between year 2000 to 2010, civil conflict increased and the situation became 

worse in the area. This hampered the Socio-Economic life of the people leaving in that 

area. 

The consequence of long term insurgency and illiteracy, job loss, murder or kidnapping 

of family members has long term effect on the people on their socio-economic life. In 

current scenario, although different plans and policies are being taken to bring them 

back to the main stream of livelihood, but the fear of loss is still a nightmare to them. 

The loss of job, change of occupation, under education all these are common in the 

people of affected area. At present situation, personal security, like security related to 

job, health, education etc. are more important to the households than social security, 

especially at fully-affected area. Socio-economic condition of the household of fully-

affected area is very poor compare to partial-affected household. The job security is 

high in partial-affected area compare to fully affected rea. But public infrastructure de-

velopments at fully-affected area have a significant impact on the improvement of sense 

of Security among people leaving in fully affected area. 
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