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Abstract. With the in-depth advancement of socialism with Chinese character-
istics in the new era, vocational education’s supportive role in boosting rural
revitalization has grown prominent. A great many vocational schools have ex-
plored extensively and gained valuable experience, yet relevant research and
practice still have shortcomings, and the actual effect of vocational education in
serving rural revitalization remains underutilized. This paper commences with an
examination of the four key significance of vocational education in serving rural
revitalization, identifies three key challenges and proposes four targeted initia-
tives.
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1 Introduction

The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) proposed the
implementation of the rural revitalization strategy. It’s a key development decision
and institutional arrangement made by the Party Central Committee with Comrade Xi
Jinping at its core, focusing on the overall situation of socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics for a new era, profoundly grasping the laws of modernization and the needs
of balanced urban and rural development, and following the expectations of hundreds
of millions of people for a better life. Securing a decisive triumph in building a mod-
erately prosperous society in all respects and fully developing a modern socialist
country stands as a major historical mission, which also acts as the core focus of our
work on issues relating to agriculture, rural areas and farmers in the new era. The
report to the 20th CPC noted that the most arduous and heavy task of building a mod-
ern socialist country in all respects still lies in the countryside. We must prioritize the
development of agriculture and rural areas, advance the integrated development of
urban and rural regions, and facilitate the smooth flow of production factors between
them. We need to speed up the development of a strong agricultural sector and stead-
ily push forward the revitalization of rural businesses, talents, culture, ecology and
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organizations. Vocational education, especially rural-oriented vocational education,
plays an irreplaceable role in these aspects.

2 The Significance of Vocational Education in Serving
Rural Revitalization

2.1  Serving Rural Revitalization: A Sacred Mission Endowed to
Vocational Education by the Party and the Nation

At the 2021 National Conference on Vocational Education, General Secretary Xi
delivered important guidance on vocational education. He stressed the imperative
to accelerate the establishment of a modern vocational education system, foster more
top-tier technical talents and accomplished artisans, thereby laying a solid talent and
skill foundation for building a comprehensive modern socialist country and realizing
the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation.

2.2 Supporting Rural Revitalization: An Inherent Need for the
Quality-Oriented Development of Vocational Education in the New
Era

In 2019, the State Council promulgated the "National Vocational Education Reform
Implementation Plan," which stipulates that efforts should be made to actively enroll
middle and high school graduates who have not pursued higher education, veterans,
retired athletes, laid-off employees, and returning rural migrant workers in secondary
vocational education programs. The plan also underscores the imperative to align with
the rural revitalization strategy and nurture practical talents for rural development,
with a primary focus on cultivating a new cohort of professional farmers. Further-
more, it mandates that secondary vocational schools should leverage their strengths to
assist students facing academic challenges in completing compulsory education and
acquiring foundational vocational skills. Simultaneously, the "Vocational Education
Quality Improvement and Excellence Program (2020-2023)" highlights the necessity
to expand vocational education resources in talent-deficient sectors including agricul-
ture and rural development, establish 100 high-quality institutions dedicated to train-
ing professionals for rural revitalization, and fully capitalize on the pivotal function of
national demonstration counties for rural vocational and adult education in advancing
the rural revitalization strategy.lt is essential to deepen the integration of industry and
education, and propel the high-quality advancement of rural vocational education to
foster the development of rural areas characterized by robust industries, livable sur-
roundings, social etiquette and civility, effective governance, and common prosperity.
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2.3  Achieving Rural Revitalization: A Necessity for Modern Vocational
Education to Cultivate a Larger Contingent of Skilled Talents

In advancing the rural revitalization strategy, the revitalization of rural talent stands as
the foremost priority. The Party and the country have attached profound significance
to this endeavor. As a frontline sector most closely aligned with rural revitalization,
rural vocational education must enhance its service capacity and take the lead in ena-
bling vocational education serving rural revitalization. Industrial talents are the pri-
mary resource for rural revitalization. It is essential to further define the objectives
and positioning of talent training in vocational education, build a high-quality modern
vocational education system, in order to nurture technical and skilled talents capable
of meeting the needs of rural revitalization. By means of targeted education and in-
struction, we will comprehensively elevate the capacity of vocational education to
serve agriculture, rural areas, and farmers, realize the social benefits of "training one
talent, fostering one industry, supporting the economy, and enriching the people".

2.4  Serving Rural Revitalization: An Imperative of the Times for the
Connotative Development of Rural Vocational Institutions

Currently, vocational education has entered a phase of quality-driven advancement,
with "enhancing quality and pursuing excellence" as its core guideline. The transfor-
mation and upgrading of the socioeconomic landscape have also set higher bench-
marks for it. Amid this new context, vocational schools ought to further advance in-
dustry-education integration, deepen the reform of teachers, teaching materials and
teaching methods, adhere to the principle of "equal emphasis on academic education
and vocational training", foster a contingent of high-caliber technical professionals
and master artisans, and make greater contributions to regional economic growth.

Rural vocational schools are rooted in rural areas. The rural revitalization strategy
has opened up new avenues for the growth of rural vocational education. These
schools should closely align with the strategic requirements of rural revitalization, and
cultivate a large workforce for rural development that understands agricultural prac-
tices, is dedicated to rural areas and cares for farmers, as well as modern farmers
equipped with education, professional skills, business acumen and management capa-
bilities to support the rural revitalization drive. In the next period of time, rural voca-
tional schools will evolve into talent cultivation hubs for rural revitalization, pivotal
supports for ecological development strategies, key links connecting the new round of
technological revolution with agriculture, rural areas and farmers, and powerful driv-
ers for the advancement of modern agriculture.

3 Major Dilemmas Facing Rural Vocational Colleges in
the Service of Rural Revitalization

It has been widely acknowledged within the vocational education sector that voca-
tional colleges ought to proactively support rural revitalization. Numerous scholars
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and experts have undertaken extensive research on this pivotal theme, while voca-
tional institutions have also implemented a wealth of practical initiatives. However,
restricted by a multitude of factors—including flawed institutional mechanisms, in-
adequate impetus for the development of rural vocational education, and unbalanced
vocational education resources—the current efficacy of rural vocational education in
advancing rural revitalization remains limited!!!. Comprehensively analyzing the cur-
rent landscape of rural vocational education and relevant policy frameworks, the pri-
mary causes underlying the inadequate effectiveness of rural vocational schools in
serving rural revitalization are outlined below.

3.1  The Positioning of School is Not Clear Enough in Meeting the Needs
of Rural Industrial Development

At present, nurturing talents and offering human capital support for rural revitaliza-
tion constitute the era-defining mission and core responsibility of rural vocational
education. Yet, due to factors including student recruitment sources and prospects for
future development, most rural vocational schools have determined their main goal as
students' targeted admission to higher education, and the primary orientation of aca-
demic programs has shifted toward non-agricultural sectors. The number of schools
offering majors oriented towards "agriculture, rural areas, and farmers" has been on a
steady decline. Therefore, their educational objectives and developmental paths are
seriously misaligned with the strategic demands of rural revitalization!?,

3.2 Inadequate School Conditions Impede the Implementation of the
Rural Revitalization Strategy

Most rural vocational schools are situated in regions where local fiscal resources are
limited, agricultural-related enterprises are scared, and have weak willingness of
school-enterprise cooperation. This leads to a singular investment structure for rural
vocational schools, persistent funding shortages, and constrained service capacity.
Meanwhile, affected by inadequate financial input and a shortage of qualified teach-
ing staff, rural vocational schools tend to prioritize preparing students for higher edu-
cation. Vocational skills training that "benefits farmers" and "helps farmers" has a
small coverage and isn’t highly targeted. Consequently, the role of vocational schools
as hubs for cultivating human resources to support rural industrial development re-
mains underdeveloped. Moreover, they have insufficient development of "agricul-
ture-related” curricula and training resources), with outdated content, backward
teaching methodologies, and narrow range of instructional tools. Practical teaching
has become a mere formality, creating a significant disconnect between educational
content and the genuine developmental needs of agriculture, rural areas and farmers.
This misalignment ultimately hinders their capacity to bolster the advancement of
modern agricultural industrial, production, and operational systems.
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3.3 The Talent Development System and Mechanism for Rural
Revitalization Support Remain Inadequate

In rolling out rural revitalization policies, local governments consistently highlight the
strategic importance of talent and outline institutional arrangements for fostering pro-
fessionals to drive rural revitalization. Unfortunately, the corresponding supporting
systems, fiscal allocations, and incentive measures are either absent or insufficiently
robust®l. This has diminished the appeal of rural vocational education, leading to
inadequate initiative and enthusiasm among social entities to engage with rural voca-
tional institutions. Meanwhile, the depth of enterprise involvement in the advance-
ment of rural vocational education and the extent of industry-education collaboration
remain limited. The talent development system and mechanism for rural revitalization
lack substantive participation from agricultural stakeholders. In addition, the inherent
weaknesses in the quality of rural vocational education itself constrain its capacity to
support rural revitalization, rendering it challenging to satisfy the demand for culti-
vating new types of agricultural business entities, enhancing the agricultural social-
ized service system, and developing a contingent of professionals who understand
agriculture, are devoted to rural communities, and care for farmers.

4 Key Strategies for Strengthening the Capacity of
Vocational Institutions to Support Rural Revitalization

Rural vocational schools should ground their development in the national "14th
Five-Year Plan" and the "Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035". They need
to proactively align with the demands of scientific and technological advancement as
well as industrial evolution, serving strategies such as rural industry revitalization,
rural talent revitalization, and ecological civilization construction as their fundamental
starting point. By unlocking new impetus for reform, they can provide robust talent
support for the goals of advancing the "agriculture, rural areas, and farmers " agenda:
promoting high-quality and efficient agriculture, pleasant living environment, and
prosperity for farmers".

4.1  Align with Strategic Requirements and Improve the Ability to
Cultivate Talents for Rural Industries and Rural Revitalization

4.1.1 Steadily Boost the Adaptability of Rural Vocational Education.

Centering on the "revitalization of rural industries, talents, culture, ecology and
organizations," we should highlight pertinence, comprehensiveness and responsibility
in school running models, education methods, professional settings and other aspects.
This requires rural vocational schools to make strategic plans, carry out the indus-
try-education integration and school-enterprise collaboration around the needs of rural
industrial and rural revitalization talent training, and actively introduce industries,
enterprises, projects and excellent technical and skilled talents into schools and class-
rooms. We should carry out in-depth school-enterprise collaboration across curricu-
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lum instruction, internship and practice training, the translation of scientific and
technological advances, business partnerships and social services, etc. Through forms
such as the construction of double-qualified teachers, mentoring pairs, internship and
practice experiences, we should gain insights into the current state of rural industries
and revitalization efforts, recognize the corresponding talent demands, optimize the
talent training system, and proactively align with the implementation of the rural re-
vitalization strategy and the talent requirements of the new era.

4.1.2 Comprehensively Improve School Governance Competence.

Drawing insights from modern governance theories, we should advance the mod-
ernization of rural school governance system and governance capacities, comprehen-
sively optimize the school system, and ensure the full participation of the
School-Enterprise Cooperation Council, Academic Committee, Quality Assurance
Committee, Parent Committee, And Staff Congress in school governance.

4.1.3 Further Deepen the Reform of Quality Improvement.

We should further refine the internship and practical training environment, foster a
distinctive campus culture, promote the "three education reforms" in depth, estab-
lished a model for faculty team development characterized by "leading geese guiding
the way and all geese flying together"l®). New forms of integrated teaching materials
that combine education and vocational training must be developed, and improve the
graduates’ adaptability and sustainable development capacity.

4.1.4 Refine the Development of Agriculture-Related Specialties.

Centering on the demands of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery
industries, we should make appropriate forward-looking plans®!, focus on "under-
standing agriculture, loving rural areas and farmers", and open modern agricultur-
al-related majors including "family farm production and management" and "crop
production technology". Focusing on ecological development and adhering to the
philosophy that "lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets", we should
offer characteristic agricultural programs such as "leisure agriculture production and
management". We should actively adapt to the new round of technological revolution,
promote regional agriculture from traditional agriculture to intelligent, green, efficient
and sustainable modern agriculture, while developing green agricultural majors in-
cluding Protected "Agriculture Production Technology" and "Rural Electrical Tech-
nology".

4.1.5 Holistically Elevate the Standard of Open Education.

Emphasizing the type characteristics of rural vocational education, exploration
should be conducted into the "Five Integration and Five Shared" school-enterprise
cooperation model. The effective implementation of a Chinese-style modern appren-
ticeship system tailored to rural industrial development should be fully advanced, and
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extensive cooperation and exchanges related to domestic and international agricultural
expositions should be carried out.

4.2  Uphold the Principle of "Equal Emphasis on Academic Education
and Vocational Training" to Strengthen the Support Role of Rural
Vocational Institutions in Farmers' Learning and Development

4.2.1 Build "Three Resource Libraries".

We should unite vocational school teachers and technical backbones of local lead-
ing enterprises to build teacher resource library with noble morality, excellent profes-
sional competence, and a genuine commitment to rural development. Leveraging
"information technology +" initiatives, we should develop a number of high-quality
agricultural-related teaching resources and establish a digital repository to support
rural revitalization. In collaboration with industry regulatory authorities, we should
construct standardized industrial demonstration zones and establish a network of
teaching and practical training bases. Furthermore, we should deliver training pro-
grams on modern agricultural technologies, offer technical advisory services, and
conduct vocational training for employees in agricultural and rural sectors as well as
agribusinesses.

4.2.2 Establish Relevant Platforms.

Centering on the development needs of "agriculture, rural areas, and farmers", with
multi-stakeholder participation, we should build an agricultural-related theoretical
research platform to conduct in-depth studies on strategies for serving rural revitaliza-
tion and explore effective pathways for education to support this national initiative.
We should establish a talent development platform to deliver comprehensive training
programs covering rural grassroots governance, crop and livestock breeding tech-
niques, modern agricultural practices, eco-tourism, rural e-commerce, and other key
areas. This platform aims to enhance the technical proficiency of agriculture-related
professionals, cultivate high-quality farmers, and foster a sense of dedication to rural
communities among students, thereby nurturing a talent pool to drive rural revitaliza-
tion. Additionally, we should set up a practical guidance platform to advance models
such as school-village collaboration, school-household partnerships, and the "school +
enterprise + base + farmer" integrated model. These efforts will promote the modern-
ization of regional agriculture, consolidate poverty alleviation outcomes, and provide
robust support for rural revitalization.

4.3  Gather Competitive Resources and Build the Innovation Capacity
of Serving Rural Industrial Revitalization

4.3.1 Establish an Innovation and Entrepreneurship Platform to Advance the
Commercialization of Scientific and Technological Achievements.

Under the guidance and support of industrial experts, demonstration bases includ-
ing high-quality vegetable seedling breeding centers, standardized fruit tree cultiva-
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tion sites, and smart agricultural parks should be developed. These bases will serve as
reference models and benchmarks for the modernization of local agriculture. We
should establish modern agricultural technology promotion and service teams with
enterprises, scientific research institutes, agricultural parks, university experts to
promote new crop varieties, cutting-edge technologies and innovative materials. By
engaging directly with farmers and working in the fields, these teams will help re-
solve on-the-ground technical challenges, while also providing high-quality social
practice opportunities for students.

4.3.2 Uphold Government-School-Enterprise-Village Synergy to Drive the Inte-
grated Development of Rural Industries.

Efforts should be made to consolidate agriculture-related resources and establish a
rural revitalization service platform featuring government-school-enterprise-village
linkages!”.. Under the coordination of the local government, dedicated project funding
should be allocated to advance the integrated development of rural primary, second-
ary, and tertiary industries. We should actively encourage agricultural-related enter-
prises to use their advantages in technology, resources, and markets to cooperate with
vocational institutions in cultivating skilled farmers. The "enterprise + farmer + voca-
tional school" model should be vigorously implemented to provide farmers with ag-
ricultural input support, production guidance, and market channel services,realizing
"off-factory production", reducing farmers' risks and stimulating their enthusiasm for
participation. Full play should be given to the role of villages cooperatives as execu-
tors of policies benefiting farmers, ensure that varieties are planted and policies are
implemented, and encourage farmers to take an active part in advancing the rural
revitalization strategy. Rural vocational institutions should capitalize on their com-
parative advantages in technology, talent, and project support to align specialty de-
velopment closely with industrial growth. They should collaborate with villages and
communities to foster local industries and deliver targeted technical services, includ-
ing rural skills training, on-site instruction at enterprise greenhouses and school
demonstration bases, and the establishment of modern agricultural demonstration
sites. These measures will address farmers' needs for scientific cultivation practices
and facilitate the integrated development of agriculture, culture, and tourism.

4.4  Foster Farmers’ Spirit of Craftsmanship to Forge the Driving Force
for Rural Revitalization Support

"Spirit constitutes the wellspring of all strength". Rural vocational education must
extensively cultivate the spirit of great artisans—epitomized by Yuan Long-
ping—who are deeply rooted in rural communities, dedicated to fieldwork, committed
to agriculture, and courageously undertake the mission of advancing human develop-
ment. On the one hand, we should cultivate craftsmanship spirit, set benchmarks for
farmer artisans across society, extensively publicize agricultural-related great crafts-
men and skilled craftsmen, and guiding students in vocational institutions to compre-
hend and embody the farming-oriented craftsmanship spirit exemplified by Yuan
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Longping: dedication, integrity, pursuit of excellence, and pioneering innovation. On
the other hand, alongside fostering the spirit of craftsmanship and cultivating skilled
artisans, a talent training and evaluation mechanism centered on capability and quality
should be established. Vocational institutions should fully leverage their professional
and guiding roles, focus on the new business forms, industries, and models emerging
in rural revitalization, nurture technical and skilled talents suited for emerging agri-
culture-related sectors, and promote the deepening and implementation of the rural
revitalization strategy.

5 Conclusion

With the rural revitalization strategy advances in depth, rural vocational education, as
a pivotal link connecting education, industry and rural development, has been en-
trusted with new developmental requirements and historical missions. This paper
elaborates on the four core values of rural vocational education in supporting rural
revitalization, and analyzes its practical predicaments in aspects such as
school-running orientation and conditions, and talent cultivation mechanisms. On this
basis, four improvement paths are proposed in the paper. First, align with the rural
revitalization strategy, deepen teaching reform, thus consolidate the guarantee capac-
ity for talent cultivation; second, integrate various resources and establish service
platforms, thus strengthen the supporting capacity for farmers' learning needs; third,
promote collaborative innovation and thus stimulate the innovation capacity in serv-
ing industrial revitalization; fourth, foster the craftsmanship spirit among rural work-
ers and thus build the driving force for serving rural revitalization through spiritual
cultivation. While this paper clarifies the core paths to enhance the service capacity of
rural vocational schools for rural revitalization, it fails to deeply explore the impact of
regional differences on the implementation effects of these paths. In the future, it’s
advisable to focus on the characteristics of rural development in different regions,
further refine the implementation paths, and provide refined and targeted theoretical
support for the deepening of practice.
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