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Abstract. In order to improve the accuracy of reinforced retaining wall seismic dynamic response 
analysis, this paper presents a response model seismic based on dynamic parameter tensor analysis, 
and inversion calculation can obtain the time history response curve and the maximum peak force of 
the reinforced retaining wall. In order to verify the validity and reliability of the model, the model is 
programmed using MATLAB software, the stability data of reinforced earth retaining wall are 
obtained by iterative calculation, and then the use of ADINA software establishes the finite element 
model of reinforced retaining wall, and finally we obtain the maximum tension distribution of the 
reinforced retaining wall. A comparative analysis of MATLAB and ADINA results found that their 
error is within 5%, software calculation results are very close to model calculation results, so as to 
verify the reliability of tensor model in reinforced retaining wall seismic analysis, they can be 
popularized in the seismic dynamic response analysis. 

Introduction  
Reinforced retaining wall is a new type of supporting structure, it has beautiful appearance and low 

cost, so it is widely used in transportation and urban construction [1,2]. Through a lot of experiments 
and practice, they prove that the seismic performance of reinforced earth retaining wall is very good, 
but, it is necessary to design a reasonable design in order to still show good performance in strong 
earthquake [3-5]. However, the design of retaining wall is still in the exploration stage, theory lags 
behind practice, so the theoretical analysis of the retaining wall under the strong earthquake is very 
important. The main purpose of this study is to analyze the dynamic response of reinforced retaining 
wall under the seismic action, and this paper puts forward a new seismic analysis tensor model, 
making the reinforced retaining wall design more reasonable. 

The Structural Characteristics of Reinforced Retaining Wall 
Reinforced retaining wall mainly consists of four parts, including reinforced materials, soil, 

foundation and panel, in which the role of the panel is mainly barrier behind the wall backfill, the 
material mainly has reinforced concrete, stone, metal products etc. [6-8]. In China, we mainly use the 
reinforced concrete and concrete panel, the structure diagram of reinforced retaining wall is shown in 
Figure 1. 

Figure 1 shows a schematic diagram of the reinforced retaining wall, its structure includes 
reinforcing soil, reinforcing bar, panel and foundation. The function and the panel of the reinforced 
soil body are integrated with the panel to resist the fill pressure and load resistance, so as to make the 
soil more stable. Using the adhesive force and friction force of clay, the band forms complex with 
surrounding soil, when the soil deformation occurs, band will pass through the tension to carry on soil 
reinforcement, so that the wall will not collapse, strengthening the stability of the wall. 
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of reinforced retaining wall 

The Seismic Response Tensor Model of Reinforced Retaining Wall 
In order to make the reinforced retaining wall seismic dynamic response characteristic analysis 

closer to reality, this paper chooses the longer period and better effect low-frequency response data in 
the main shock tensor inversion [9-11]. Due to the different seismic frequency components and 
source, we use different parameters in each seismic waves processing, the specific parameters are 
shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. Seismic data processing 
Recording 

time 
Incident angle/ 

Degree 
Refraction 

angle/ Degree 
Acceleration 

/m/s2 
Sampling 

frequency /Hz 
Data length 

/s Units 

1 102.22 31.32 8.2 6 35 15 
2 101.23 31.33 7.3 6 37 17 
3 103.25 32.66 6.5 6 32 15 
4 101.58 31.25 6.8 6 36 16 
5 102.63 31.39 6.7 6 33 18 
6 102.66 32.28 5.3 6 38 13 
7 102.35 32.23 6.6 6 35 18 
8 103.48 31.88 8.8 6 38 16 

Table 1 indicates that in the different time and location, the use of different frequency, data length 
and seismic units collect the seismic processing data, its parameters include incident angle, refraction 
angle and acceleration. In the case of earthquake point source approximation, ground motion induced 
by the earthquake is shown 
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In which, Ui(r,t) represents the i-th recorded data of the seismic phase, r indicates the seismic 
station location, rs indicates the source location, Gik(r,t;rs) represents the k-th component 
corresponding to the Green function in i-th recorded data, and MK(t) represents the component of the 
moment tensor. In theory, the seismic moment tensor can be obtained directly by the reinforced 
retaining wall. However, because of the large number of parameters as well as the error of the Green 
function and observation data, the inversion results are often unstable, so it is needed to reduce the 
number of unknown variables. Assuming that each component of the moment tensor has the same 
time history, the constraints of each element are calculated by iteration, and then we can obtain the 
same time traversal moment tensor. The steps are as follows [12]: 
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(1) The time traversal of 8 moment tensor components sk(t) k=1,2,…,8 and the amount of the 
moment tensor Mok are separated, its expression is 
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Among them, n represents the number of iterations. 
(2) The time traversal of 6 moment tensor components constructs the same time traversal. 
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Among them, s(n)(t) represents the n-th iteration source calculation with the time function s(t). 
(3) The same time traversal is given the six component of the seismic moment tensor. 
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Using the above process, we can get the source function s(t), and the expression of the ground 
motion caused by the earthquake can be written 
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In formula (5), it can be seen that solved unknowns is only six component amplitude of the 
moment tensor MK, and then we can obtain the moment tensor solution of reinforced retaining wall 
seismic dynamic response. 

Analysis of Reinforced Retaining Wall Seismic Action Characteristics 
In order to verify the validity of the seismic response tensor model, this paper uses the seismic 

action characteristic of the reinforced retaining wall, to carry on analogue simulation and analyze the 
reliability of the model [13,14]. The numerical simulation selects the sinusoidal seismic wave, 
earthquake excellence cycle is 0.5, the magnitude is 7, the damping ratio of the soil is 15%, the shear 
modulus is 7MPa, and the elastic modulus is 25Mpa [15]. Based on the above parameters, this paper 
uses the MATLAB software to program the tensor model of seismic response, and then time range 
analysis results of tensile force as shown in Figure 2 can be obtained by iterative calculation. 

 
Fig. 2 The time course curve of tensile force 
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Figure 2 shows the time course curve of tensile force obtained by MATLAB numerical simulation, 
it can be seen that, the maximum tensile strength reached 8.66kN under the earthquake response, the 
band do periodic reciprocating motion under the seismic wave action, and band is gradually 
attenuated under the action of damping. 

 
Fig. 3 ADINA finite element model 

Figure 3 represents the ADINA finite element model. First of all, this model carries out the static 
analysis, and then applying the seismic response carries out seismic dynamics analysis. The soil and 
wall panels use the 8 node three-dimensional solid element, the material is elastic material, the 
reinforced uses rebar unit, the wall panels of reinforced retaining wall and soil uses the contact 
element, the maximum pulling force of each layer can be obtained by input seismic time function and 
iterative computation, its calculation results are shown in Figure 4. 

 
Fig. 4 The maximum tension distribution of the reinforced retaining wall 

Figure 4 shows the maximum tension distribution results of the reinforced retaining wall. By 
comparison with Figure 2, we can see that the maximum band tension is close to the peak value of the 
seismic action, and their error is less than5%, the results show that the tensor matrix calculation 
results are consistent with ADINA software calculation results, so as to verify the reliability of 
ground motion parameters tensor analysis model. Therefore, the model can be used in the seismic 
dynamic response analysis of reinforced retaining wall. 

Summary 
In order to improve the accuracy of reinforced retaining wall seismic dynamic response 

characteristics, this paper establishes the ground motion parameter tensor model of reinforced 
retaining wall, the use of MATLAB software carries out programming design for the seismic 
response tensor model, and then response curves of reinforcement tensile force and the maximum 
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tension peak can be obtained by calculating. The finite element model of reinforced retaining wall is 
established by ADINA software, the maximum tension distribution of reinforced retaining wall is 
obtained by calculating, and compared with the results of tensor model analysis, the results show that 
the error is less than 5%, software calculation results are close to model calculation, so as to verify the 
validity and reliability of the tensor analysis model. 
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