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Abstract—The rural tourism concept with a unique product 
characteristics, distinctive and environmental friendly seems to 
be a new solution for the tourism development in the world. In 
response for the displacement of tourist interest, in Indonesia 
grow new tourism options such as rural tour in various provinces 
in Indonesia. The Development of Rural Tourism is not only 
beneficial for the emergence of alternative tours to fulfill the 
tourist interest, but also can be used as a solution for problem 
poverty, cultural preservation and environmental conservation. 
Indonesia in general and West Java particularly is an area which 
have uniqueness in the village. But, both societies and destination 
managers have not realized its potential. So there are many 
villages, which doesn’t well maintained. So this study focus on 
identification of the potential of various regions in West Java to 
be a rural tourism. The identification results will be used to the 
development model of Village Community Empowerment and 
Poverty Alleviation through Tourism Village. In the first year, 
from survey and interview, we got some datas about the 
conditions for rural tourism development potential of community 
-based tourism-, also the potential of tourism in rural locations. 
Besides, to complete the model of community empowerment and 
poverty through rural tourism, the success key is the readiness of 
the population to open and change. To prepare societies to be 
able to  manage the rural tourism, the competence training 
should be given. So that the preservation of culture and poverty 
alleviation can be realized. 

Keywords : rural tourism , rural tour, society, development , 
poverty alleviation , cultural preservation . 

I.  PREFACE 
 

Tourism sector as one of the important sources of foreign 
exchange, are very able to provide significant contributions to 
the development. Conventional tourism products are now being 
left, and tourists start to choose tourism products which has 
special respect to the environment, nature, and culture. Tourist 
satisfaction no longer rely on the natural beauty and 
completeness of tourist facilities but also on the intensity of 
interaction with the environment and local communities. Based 
on the above facts it is necessary to formulate a form of 
sustainable tourism development to be more appropriate in the 
future. The concept of rural tourism (rural tourism) with a 
unique product characteristics, distinctive, and environmentally 
friendly, seems to be a new solution for the development of 
tourism in the world. In response to the shift on the interest of 

the travelers, Indonesia grows new tourism options in the form 
of tourist villages in various provinces in Indonesia. 

The understanding of rural tourism is quite varied, among 
others say is a form of living environment which has special 
characteristics at both nature and culture, in accordance with 
the demands of travelers where they can enjoy, recognize, 
appreciate and learn the peculiarities of the village and all its 
appeal. In practice, the travelers often live in or live close to the 
traditional atmosphere and learn about village life and the local 
environment, so there is a learning process of the people (hosts) 
to the tourists (guests), so the guests were able to reward the 
local values which still be embraced by the local community. 

The tourists who come to the tourist village will be able to 
enjoy the pristine nature of rural life and living in the village 
with its custom. Travelers staying with people, sleeping in a 
simple but clean and healthy room, and traditional food is the 
main course to be served. That way the tourists feel the 
satisfaction of the reception and care from the villagers. 

 Besides supported by the facts above, travelers trend 
is now more rational and has a character that tourist satisfaction 
isn’t based only on modern tourism facilities, but also on the 
flexibility and intensity of interaction with the environment and 
local communities. Based on this, the development of tourist 
village has become a new way for the development of tourism 
in Indonesia. The purpose of this study is to identify and 
recognize the potential of a village to become a tourist village. 

II. METHODOLOGY 
 

Approaching method is using sociologic normative 
approach and empirical normative, by collecting data not only 
from the literature but also in the field and research field, 
means to communicate with the public on the basis of 
observations of the activities of the poor in rural tourism, the 
problems studied is the relationship between sociological 
factors, psychologically. Methods of data collection is done 
directly on the objects of research that has to do with the 
problem under study. Source of information will be extracted 
from reliable information, also literature research in order to 
obtain a theoretical foundation opinions of other authorized 
parties, community groups and relevant government officials. 
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III. THEORY 
 

Determination and application of Law No. 32 of 2004 on 
regional governance and Law No. 24 of 2004 on fiscal balance 
between the central government and local governments have 
brought big changes for local governments. Both laws are great 
benefit to local governments. The positive impact of the 
legislation is the independence of each region to manage all 
existing potentials that are expected to emerge justice. Thus the 
economic potential and the natural wealth that was much more 
absorbed into the central government can be distributed to local 
governments in the larger portion. In addition, local 
governments can implement policies in accordance with the 
local development potential of the area because local 
governments are more aware of the advantages of the region. 
The development of the village into a tourist village that rests 
to the unique culture of the village community actually shows 
that it is need to develop the ecosystem to protect the 
indigenous villages. 

The above conditions requires immediate research of the 
model of community empowerment and poverty alleviation 
through the development of rural tourism. The main benefit of 
this research is, the re-emergence on the public confidence that 
they have the potential to be able to further assist local 
governments in reducing poverty. More of it, the success of 
community empowerment through the development of rural 
tourism can boost confidence and self Indonesian society. 

IV. ANALYSIS 
 

The first year of the three years plan of research, is to do a 
literature study on rural tourism. The existence of the tourist 
village is now urgently needed. Making all the village into a 
tourist village will complicate the task of local government. 
Therefore it takes help from universities to assess the potential 
of each village to be used as a tourist village. Synergy between 
universities and local governments will result in activities that 
are objective, so that the community and the village would 
grow into the vision of tourism products and have a sale value, 
at the same time will also boost the value of local culture to the 
outside world. By looking at the potential of what is suitable to 
be developed in the village, the village is expected to become a 
tourist destination village. By looking at the potential of what is 
suitable to be developed in the village, the village is expected 
to become a tourist destination village. 

 
Reports of Human Resource Development Resource 

Development Agency-Ministry of Culture and Tourism (2009) 
describes the tourism sector as one of the important source of 
foreign exchange. Although tourism is a significant 
contribution to the development, but at the same time it turns 
out that activities tourism industry has also spawned a number 
of negative effects, such as deterioration of the quality of the 
environment, displacement of local culture and socio-economic 
disparities among the people. Negative impacts of tourism on 
the environment not only in Indonesia but in almost all over the 

world. As a result, there is a trend to a shift in market 
orientation and preference in the selection of travel products. 

Tourist village should be distinguished from village tour, 
where the tourist only making visit  to rural areas, but  they 
don’t stay in the village. The problem of "stay in the village" is 
used as the difference between the tourist village to village 
tour. Stay in the village becomes an important thing, because to 
this day a long stay (length of stay) is still a benchmark for 
measuring the success of an attraction. 

Tourists who come to the tourist village will be able to 
enjoy the clean nature of the countryside and feel to live in 
village with a number of custom. Travelers staying with 
people, sleeping in a simple but clean and healthy room, 
traditional food is the main course to be served during the tour, 
so the tourists feel the satisfaction of the villagers reception and 
cares. It is in order to increase tourism activities through 
community-based empowerment. 

The Agency for Rural Empowerment and Governance, 
Badan Pemberdayaan Masyarakat dan Pemerintahan Desa 
(BPMPD) has established 23 Rural Tourism Development 
Potential Conditions and Community-based Tourism Travel 
and tourism potential in the location village / district that could 
be developed in Bogor regency. Rural tourism should be well 
managed and supported by the entire village. To get the 
support of the population, the planning of rural tourism should 
be regulated from the beginning so that the majority of the 
population can be involved in this project. Residents should be 
prepared to be able to be a good host. They have to be trained 
how to receive guests, arranging rooms, preparing the house so 
clean and decent inhabited by tourists, cooking properly served 
traditional foods, as well as to revive the culture of the village 
that had been almost extinct. 

Therefore, the key to the success of the tourist village is the 
readiness of the people to open up and change. To prepare the 
residents to manage rural tourism, some management training 
should be given the tourist village. This requires training 
curriculum in accordance with the competencies that are 
expected to be possessed by the villagers. 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

From the results of field surveys to several tourist villages 
can be seen that the villagers do not have adequate knowledge 
and skills in managing rural tourism. Departing from this, then 
there is an indication that the knowledge of the management of 
the tourist village is a skill that is needed by the existing rural 
tourism or for people who want to develop their village into a 
tourist village. Therefore, it is necessary to develop a 
knowledge that can enhance the knowledge and skills in 
managing rural tourism. The development of a model of rural 
tourism is expected to be a guideline for other areas to 
contribute to develop the village into a tourist village. 
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