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Abstract—Hungary in a certain historical period, its higher 

education on the implementation of strategic planning, 

strategic measures,  the uniqueness of its higher education, the 

modern and the modern economy, and the development of the 

society has extremely far-reaching influence. In many Nobel 

Prize laureates, there are 13 of them who were born or grew 

up in Hungary. This paper focuses on Hungarian higher 

education thought, education system, the main task of higher 

education and its planning, higher education laws and 

regulations, personnel training, higher education reform and 

the situation of the policy support. Especially after the Global 

Financial Crisis, personnel training and education power 

policy, worth thinking about. Knowledge and understanding of 

Hungary in the past, the present situation and future 

development trend of higher education, the research of the 

current education development strategy planning, strategic 

measures and achievements, to promote the education strategy, 

have certain reference significance. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 

Hungary is a landlocked country in central Europe, 

covers an area of 9.30 square kilometers, population 10.04 

million, Hungarians’ accounts for about 98%. The current 

name for the Republic of Hungary was changed in 1989. 

There are about 249000 full-time undergraduate students, 

and the foreign students accounted for about 5%; while there 

are about 994000 Middle school students and its student-

faculty ratios is 1:10. The 6–year elementary student reaches 

428000, and its student-faculty ratios for 1:10.4. There are 

378000 preschool children, its student-faculty ratios for 

1:10.6. 
Hungary is the one who joined the Bologna process early 

in Central and Eastern Europe. According to the 
requirements of the Bologna process, Hungary in the several 
years should be complete transformation in the field of 
education. At present, the Hungarian basic education is in a 
transition stage for a long time. About 70% of the students 
choose directly to attend college after high school, 30% 
students choose to work a few years to go to college. In 
Hungary, basically every basic can college students. 
Especially the after school reading of vocational school 
students, if applied, can go to college. Hungary for twelve 
years of compulsory education (eight years of primary 
education and four-year high school education).The first 

school was founded in 998, is located in Western Hungary 
(Pannonhalmi ) class was open, which the Pope purposed to 
build for Hungary's founding ceremony of the church pastor. 
The Hungarian parliament as early as l868 years have passed 
the national compulsory education basic law, than was 
famous for its national compulsory education which was the 
first in the world, two years earlier than UK [1, 2,3,4,5, 6, 7] . 

Hungary's current education system contains from 
preschool education, the school system and teaching 
institutions outside the school system of three parts, 
including: a) the implementation of the kindergarten of the 
preschool education; b) the school system in the primary 
school, secondary schools, junior art education schools, 
secondary vocational schools, technical worker training 
schools, technical schools, universities and colleges, etc.; c) 
outside the school system of all kinds of training institutions. 
In 2006, the Hungarian working population aged 25-64 with 
more than a high school education accounted for 75%. Since 
the 1990s, the Hungarian education funds have been 
accounted for more than 5% of its gross national product 
(GNP), but because of economic decline, the total education 
funds is sustained, significant decline, education fund 
shortage problem in Hungary to the development of 
education. 

In the field of public education, instead of the former 
force and the mandatory courses as mentioned above, a 
country's core curriculum (NCC) came into force in 1998. 
Revised every three years, NCC as a comprehensive 
framework provides the basic orientation, principles and 
objectives and concepts and methods to guide all public 
education institutions together. It also provides Suggestions 
for distribution percentage to express the total contact time. 
So, for each grade it awarded national content and 
methodology of the unity and coherence in the level of 
progress, but it is to achieve freedom to develop their own 
individual school Custom teaching plan and course place for 
their specific needs and potential. Further development of the 
basic concepts, in front of the two core curriculum, the 
recently revised NCR, in 2007-2008 academic years, while 
maintaining an interdisciplinary, interdisciplinary approach 
method, the definition of a strong focus on the whole 
teaching process is the acquisition of key skills in lifelong 
learning [8, 9]. 

II. HUNGARY'S EDUCATION SYSTEM 

The Higher Education Act of 1993, the provision of 
higher education put forward the principle of democracy and 
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the higher degree of autonomy of higher education opening 
to the outside, giving an unprecedented expansion of higher 
education. At present, the Hungarian education and training 
system, and the structure of education and organization is 
diverse, the content is, on the one hand, the product of many 
centuries of evolution reflects traditional European structure 
and values deeply rooted in national knowledge and cultural 
heritage; on the other hand, it reflects the Hungary after the 
beginning of 1990 in the world, especially under the 
background of Europe, the impact of the test of 
comprehensive social and economic and political. The 
double character of the system is characterized by obvious at 
all levels across the country, and between the disciples and 
devotees of the innovation and reform of the traditional 
socialist struggle. Over the centuries, this has been a 
permanent characteristics and teaching practice of education 
policy, and at the beginning of the 20th century and the 
influence of globalization coupling, unprecedented fast pace 
of technological progress, the industry is witnessing a 
growing pressure and profound transformation and the rapid 
concept to adapt to the society, economy, technology and the 
reality of the population. Although in the past two decades, 
many positive and spectacular qualitative and quantitative 
improvement, obvious weaknesses and adapt to difficult, 
criticize the performance of the system is now the 
consequences of these contradictions [10, 11, 12]. 

In the Hungarian government bills, education policy 
always has priority. The government will education policy as 
promoting economic development, maintain social stability 
and the main methods of health. People believe that 
economic development depends on the advanced scientific 
knowledge, have stronger competitiveness of qualified 
workers, and also must constantly improve its quality. Only 
in this premise, Hungary will succeed in the future. 
Education is to cultivate such qualified workers for the 
society. Depends largely on the success of the development 
in the future the development direction of how to coordinate 
the various government departments, how to combine the 
basic principles of education policy throughout. The priority 
of education mainly reflects in:1) to improve population 
quality is the core of the Hungarian education policy; 2) in 
terms of accepting education, everyone equal opportunities; 
3) education is the capital of knowledge economy, as well as 
one of the prerequisites of economic development. 

According to the international comparative data of the 
average performance of Hungary's education and training 
system in terms of efficiency, quality is the delivery of 
knowledge and ability, at the request of the relationship 
between the knowledge-based society as well as the effective 
use of manpower and material resources, and hybrid. 
Although tangible achievements about several aspects of 
education and training, in recent years the basic international 
indicator measuring efficiency and fairness in education and 
training and most OECD countries stagnate or fall according 
to the performance of Hungary in these areas. Education and 
training of the most significant progress, it was the 
Hungarian society is dramatically improving population 
education achievement. Although basic demographic trends 
has been reflected in a stable, slow decline of school-age 

population scale, happened in the past 20 years the number 
of impressive growth and the proportion of young people 
admit that junior high school level general or vocational 
education. Today, more than 85% of the relevant age group 
to attend senior secondary level of education institutions. 
Results the proportion of patients with at least a junior high 
school education has more than doubled, especially at a 
young age brackets. The expansion of higher education has 
been more spectacular. In only ten years intervals, accept 
full-time university or college course of young people has 
quadrupled. There is no doubt that this development not only 
reflects the increase in demand for Labor and higher 
qualifications, and this is evidence of an obvious desire of 
society as a whole and personal gain better knowledge and 
skills. Even if the content and methods of modern education 
did not keep up with the expansion of senior secondary 
education and higher education, a significant progress has 
been made especially in the delivery of key ability, acquire 
specific skills [13, 14, 15]. 

A. Education Funding System 

Hungary funding mainly from the central government in 
accordance with the number of students of primary and 
secondary schools transfer, funds accounted for about 70-
75% of the funds required for the school running, the 
remaining parts by the local government subsidies. Funds 
disbursed of institutions of higher learning practice on the 
basis of the cost of national tasks and disciplines of formula. 
At the same time, the ministry of education every seven 
years to a public university examination and evaluation, 
according to the result of examination and assessment to 
adjust the allocation base, on the basis of new balance 
amount shall be allocated. 

B. School Education System 

Before the transition, public school is the only school 
mode, until the 1990s, private education to gradually rise. At 
present, the Hungarian education system including national 
and the national university of the two classes, both are 
recognized by the Hungarian government, and accept the 
guidance of the government administrative department of 
education in our business. Institutions of higher learning and 
can be divided into two kinds of colleges and universities. 

C. Educational Management System 

The Hungarian government on implementing a management 

education work, i.e., the higher education by the ministry of 

education, primary and secondary school education by state 

governments, early childhood education by the town and the 

capital district government is responsible for. 

D. Schooling Systems 

Hungary's fixed number of year of the compulsory 
education for 12 years, the government to manage to the 
head. Its basic education system can be roughly divided into 
three levels: 6 years old children must be on primary school 
(divided into 6 or 8 years).After graduating from primary 
school can choose ordinary high school (4 years), vocational 
school (4 years), vocational school (in general) for 3 years, 
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or junior college (usually 2 years).Students can pass the 
entrance examination of 18 to college (master degree, 
usually 5 to 6 years) or institute (specialized subject, 
generally 3 to 4 years).Hungary for public school students 
before the age of 22 free education system. Don't want to go 
to college students, but in the elementary school graduation 
(roughly equivalent to China's junior high school) choose a 
career after high school or college, in order to obtain the 
professional qualification certificate, is advantageous for the 
job. Hungary shall practice a system of free education before 
the age of 22, students who attend public schools, and don't 
have to pay the tuition before the age of 22; the fee shall be 
borne by the government in theory. 

E. University Autonomy 

University has a high degree of autonomy, not from the 
local government interference, for the principal, the only 
limitation is the must act strictly in accordance with the law. 
The headmaster in the school to accept supervision from the 
school board is responsible for the school board, the major 
issues of the school must submit the reception committee 
vote. The principal all professors nominated by the schools 
and the basic internal candidates for the university. Term for 
3 years, can stay in power. Power must be the same as the 
first of the election process. The rector who selecting from 
the university, after reported to the Department of Education, 
while the Education Department reported to the President for 
approval. The election of the Ministry of Education to the 
university President has no right to interfere [16, 17, 18 ]. 

III. THE FINANCIAL CRISIS IMPACT ON HUNGARIAN 

EDUCATION 

A. Financial Crisis's Influence on the Hungarian economy, 

Society 

Statistics show that Hungary's economy grew 0.5% in 

2008, the government fiscal deficit at 3.3% of GDP, the 

government and the private sector debt amount up to 107% 

of gross domestic product. Budapest stock market affected 

by the financial crisis, the main stock index fell 53.3% in 

2008.In February 2009, Hungary's industrial production fell 

25.4% year on year, and exports fell 30% year on year. 

Hungary was excessive open, even the banking system and 

according to the mode of financial operation. But due to the 

fragile financial system, dealing with international 

experience, financial institutions to small and weak, 

indebtedness, low levels of response to the crisis 

management, the imitation high deficit and debt in the 

United States economic model, external dependence is 

higher, and the external debt in foreign currency form is the 

third. 
According to the analysis of Hungary days most affected 

by the crisis has not yet arrived, the economy will shrink by 
6.7% this year, is expected to consumption in the second half 
of the year will reduce the 8-9%.To cut costs in the 
workplace, the government to reduce all kinds of subsidies, 
freeze public sector wages, reduce the subsidies, such as the 
gas heating at the same time improve the sales tax, including 

tax from 20% to 25%.Under financial pressure, a few days 
ago, the government decided to close its embassy in Chile, 
Luxembourg, 12 consulate abroad such as Venezuela, 
migration 3 overseas missions, financial input to reduce the 
price[19, 20, 21]. 

B. Financial Difficulties Caused Educational  Investment 

Reduced 

Hungary in the next few years will remain negative 
growth and ageing population, the effects of this on 
Hungary's public education is: 1) the need to accept 
education of population decline;2) have the ability to work is 
reduced, the population of the national tax and other revenue, 
so countries will cut spending on education. Hungary’s past 
and future employment for a period of time is reduced, the 
unemployment rate increase. Employment structure changes 
at the same time, agriculture, industry, construction and other 
manual labor employment proportion dropped sharply, 
mental labor and service sector employment proportion 
increase at the same time, so the demand for higher 
education and vocational education. It is predicted that by 
2016, 24-54year group have received secondary education in 
work ability of the population will increase the proportion of 
10%, 57%, have received higher education will be increased 
by 5%, the proportion of people reached 22%.Current 
Hungary has its advantages and the traditional concept of 
education development, but due to globalization and the 
development of new technology revolution, it also presents a 
lot of weak and needs to be improved, need to solve the 
problem of face, deal with the current financial crisis on the 
impact of education, deepen the education reform. Higher 
education basic decrease, make the higher education reform 
is difficult to maintain. Hungary in 2009 the education 
ministry of culture announced 70 institutions of higher 
education in Hungary, two points at the national university 
and the national universities, including 29 national university 
and college, the required basic education funds by the central 
finance allocates funds, so the education investment occupies 
a large proportion of the GDP. But in the spread of the global 
financial crisis situation, especially the Hungarian debt under 
the condition of high barrier, education investment is 
relatively difficult. Due to the overall economic slump, 
colleges and universities is facing unprecedented difficulties. 
In order to maintain the operation of schools, colleges and 
universities can only reduce the public service personnel to 
seek development [22, 23, 24, 25, 26]. 

C. University Graduates Employment is Grim 

It is understood that due to the pressure of employment 

environment, society can provide employment dwindling, 

causing a lot of graduates to employment. Some students 

graduating in 2006, has not yet found a job, but they said 

there are a lot of employers, but not to hire staff. At the 

same time, college students graduation rates are falling, on 

the one hand is economic pressure big, 2 it is confused for 

the future, the third is unable to find a suitable job [26, 27, 

28, 29]. 
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D. Serious Impact on the Confidence of the Educators and 

those Being Educated 

At present, the economic crisis, all have great influence 
on both educators and those being educated, especially on 
their confidence in the future. Educators do not have enough 
funds to support the scientific research work, educators face 
the uncertainty of future society and have confidence shaken, 
enthusiasm for learning and the pursuit of science as a few 
years ago[30, 31, 32]. 

E. A vicious cycle 

The whole society of the dual role of education 
investment and family life pressure make education 
respectively from two aspects: social and individual 
happening a vicious cycle. Therefore, the education 
efficiency needs to be improved. School system has the 
characteristics of the present a good result, especially a high 
degree of autonomy. Occupational training school graduates, 
however, did not fully prepare to meet the labor market. 
Policies are conducive to the professional practice training of 
regional integration of vocational training center. For school 
effectiveness, the actual teaching of the ratio of the relative 
to the total legal working hours should be improved, but 
there is still room for further consolidation or contact 
municipal authorities. The government should improve the 
incentive to provide advanced research match labor market 
needs and to strengthen the students' conditions continue to 
receive free tuition, and to extend the way students from 
poor families to pay for the cost of living [33, 34, 35]. 
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