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Abstract

A huge amount of research has been conducted with young children. Some research is completed by undergraduate students
as part of their graduate requirement while another is conducted by early childhood education teachers as part of their career
as well as professional promotion. While the discourse of children’s rights in Indonesia is often overlooked, it has been
actually widely argued that doing research with young children yields ethical consideration. Young children are situated as
fragile human being when at the same time, they possess the same rights as possessed by adults. This paper attempts to
illuminate some issues in doing research with young children. Furthermore, this paper particularly focuses on how to
include children’s voices in a research context within the discourse of protection.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, a number of research whether it is in
education or health fields are conducted by
involving children and early children. For example,
in the field of education, many research completed
by students to obtain the degrees, are often done by
involving children. A bachelor's degree is a
minimum academic qualification for educators or
teachers (Indonesian Government Regulation no 19
2005, 2005). The research that involve children and
early childhood teachers is a requirement for PNS
(civil servants) to do PTK (classroom action
research) with the aim to improve the
professionalism or promotion group (Indonesian
Government Regulation no 35 2010, 2010) . That
research is considered acts which are only for
political purposes and professionalism (Alanen,
2011; Woodhead and Faulkner, 2008). Whereas in
the UN child rights convention requires that in all
actions concerning children, the best interests of the
child shall be a primary consideration (UNGA,
1989). Research conducted by involving children
and early childhood are very sensitive and have the
opportunity for exploitation (Alderson & John,

2008; Alderson in Penn, 2005; Thomas & O'Kane,
1998; Warin, 2011).

Children are seen as weak, helpless, and
vulnerable to abuse (Fargas-Malet, McSherry,
Larkin, & Robinson, 2010; Lundahl, Nimer, &
Parsons, 2006; Powell & Smith, 2009) so that the
children need the supervision, protection, as well as
control and help from parents and adults (Skolnick,
1975; Adriany, 2013). The involvement of children
is not reduced only as an object, but also the subject
who has a crucial role in the research (Powell &
Smith, 2009). Children can decide for their
involvement in the study. As stated in the child
protection laws that have been ratified after
Indonesian defenders' participation in the convention
of children's rights, children have the right to hold
opinions and participate according to their age and
stage of development (UNGA, 1989; BAL, 2002).
This means that children are also seen to have the
same rights as adults (Franklin, 2002).

Indonesia does not have the guidelines for
research in particular yet. However, the legislation
protection of children in some countries covers all
aspect of children's lives included in the study
including some parts on the guidelines of research
involving children. One of them is United Kingdom
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that has the Ethical Guidelines for Educational
Research (the British Educational Research
Association, 2011). The Ethics for Research are to
be applied in European countries (European Union,
2013). Australia has a National Statement on Ethical
Conduct in Human Research 2007 which is updated
in 2015 (The National Health and Medical Research
Council and the Australian Research Council and the
Australian Vice-Chancellors ' Committee, 2015),
though on some countries they have the specific
guidelines such as in the country of New Zealand
(New Zealand Association for Research in
Education, 2010). United States is one of the
countries that do not follow the conventions, but has
a Code of Ethics that outlines the way how to do
research involving children (DISTRICT Council,
2011).

Present paper attempts to compare the rules of
research that involve early childhood and the
complexity of the rules which take the confusion
with the need to protect children, while on the other
hand the involvement of children in research is
required. Furthermore, it elaborates what kind of
children rights in the guidelines of the research and
the extent of the involvement of children in research
should be.

2 APPRECIATION FOR
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

The existence of some parts of the research
guidelines that regulate how research involving
children performed shows the appreciation for
children's rights. The further appreciation of
children's rights is given throughout the study, along
with how the initial process involving children, then
the implementation of the research, and the impact
of such research after the research is done.

It is mentioned in the educational research
guidelines that the consent or willingness is a part of
the important rights. The study will not involve
humans as participants without the willingness and
the willingness of participants should be based on
volunteers (AERA Council, 2011; British
Educational Research Association, 2011; European
Union, 2013; New Zealand Association for Research
in Education, 2010; The National Health and
Medical Research Council and the Australian
Research Council and the Australian Vice -
Chancellors' Committee, 2015). Researchers should
ensure that participants understand about the
research that will be conducted, including how the
research results will be widely accessible, and the
possibility of research risks although small.

Then how to see the willingness of the child
while the child's difficulty in research from the
perspectives of children often cannot be understood
by adults (Punch, 2002). In general, willingness for
the children to be researched is expressed by parents
or guardians are legally valid. Besides, in conducting
research involving children, in addition to obtaining
the permission of a parent, guardian, or legal law
willingness is also offered to children in accordance
with the capability and capacity of children. This
thing is elaborated in the research guidelines for
European countries in which the research that
protect participants are conducted based on their
proportions, so that the selection of research method
should be fit with its needs. However, the child's
willingness to be involved in research can be gained
by having sustainable continuous consent or
permission (Warin, 2011). Continuous consent is an
ongoing negotiation process or a continuous basis on
the child during the research process (Adriany,
2013). Because it can be licensed, the willingness
given by a parent or guardian does not fairly
represent the willingness of the child. Rejection
involvement of children in the research is also a
right that must be respected, including any time
when children want to stop engaging in research.

In addition to the willingness which is a
children's rights, privacy and confidentiality of the
children also need to be considered, such as not
publishing information relating to the background
data of children or the children identity that allows it
to be used to exploit or harm the child. In general,
when the data of the research is collected, the
researchers are obliged to disguise the identity of the
research participants. Moreover, when the
information is publicly available research
investigators are required to ask for permission and
approval of participants and related parties
beforehand.

Researchers are obliged to take care of the data
that have been obtained as well as protecting
children who are participating from the possibilities
that could harm them. As stated in the guidelines of
the European research where privacy and data
protection is a fundamental right that must be
protected at all time (the European Union, 2013).
However, when doing research with early childhood,
anonymity is an option which eliminates the
condition of the data with personal relationships.
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3 FORMS OF INVOLVING
CHILDREN IN RESEARCH

Research basically should be based on mutual trust
and respect. In children, this can be done by the
researchers with building closeness and comfort
with the child as a subject (Warin, 2011). This is
also conveyed by the British Educational Research
Association (2011) in which stated that research
involving children should create a sense of comfort
during the process, so it would not cause distress or
pressure. However, in order to make children like to
be involved in the study, it is necessary to build a
sense of comfort.

The involvement of children in the study clearly
stated in the research guidelines British Educational
Research Association (2011) in which the
participant is a research object whose interactions
are monitored and analysed. Therefore, the child's
involvement is limited as the object. However, with
the appreciation of the rights of children such as
giving children the opportunity to argue, it means
that children not only become the object but also
have an important role in the research. It includes
deciding to what extent will be involved in research
and determine the collection methods in research. In
other words, the child is not only an object but also
has a crucial role in the research (Powell & Smith,
2009; Tay-lim & Lim, 2013; Woodhead and
Faulkner, 2008).

In giving a role to the children in the research,
researchers would need a good understanding of the
children. This understanding is not only about the
children development but also the cultural
background of the children themselves. Whereas one
child with other children with different situations,
cultures and backgrounds is not possible to get the
same treatment. So, the involvement of children in
cross-disciplinary research should consider the
cultural, economic, language, health, and social
relationships of early childhood and children so that
their rights are not under pressure because of his
position in community (Nieuwenhuys, 2008). This is
similar with the statement of New Zealand
Association for Research in Education (2010) in
which the researchers should appreciate the diversity
of children's backgrounds.

4 CONCLUSIONS

In general, the appreciation of children's rights is
given in the research guide upholds the individual
rights and responsibilities. It requires researchers to
provide protection to children while maintaining the

interests of the child. Additionally, the form of
children's rights and the extent of the involvement of
children in the study requires the researchers to
consider the cultural background of the children who
are not the same.

Indonesia itself has a different cultural
background from either UK, Europe, America,
Australia and New Zealand. As a consequence, the
question how the research involves early childhood
in Indonesia still remaining, because Indonesia does
not have specific guidance books, whereas the trend
to research with early childhood in Indonesia itself
began to grow. Therefore, the recommendation that
can be given in this paper is the need to conduct
research in Indonesia with regard to the involvement
of young children in the research.
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