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Abstract.In order to solve the problems existing in the teaching of Industrial design Professional 
English, the teaching reform should adhere to the teaching idea of taking students as the main body 
and teacher as the leading factor, adopting the interactive teaching mode, integrating the teaching 
contents and selecting the suitable teaching methods, so as to enhance the teaching effect and 
improve the professional ability. 

Introduction 

Professional English is the extension of basic English teaching, it is a subject which closely 
integrates language knowledge with professional knowledge. Industrial design professional English 
is for those students majored in industrial design. The purpose of teaching is to make students grasp 
more professional terms in reading and professional translation in order to improve the ability of 
international communication, promote the students to grasp the newest trend of international 
industrial design frontand ultimately improve the students' professional comprehensive ability[1]. 
Since 1999, national ministry of education revised “University English Teaching Program”, which 
changed professional reading into professional English, and then professional Englishhas become a 
compulsory course. In the practical teaching of professional English, due to various reasons, the 
teaching effect is not good, and cannot achieve the course’teaching goal well.Based on this, the 
curriculum reform is carried on. 

The teaching status quo of industrial design professional English 

Combining with the professional English teaching process, there’re some problems in the 
teaching of industrial design professional English by investigation. 

Lack of attention on professional English. Professional English is the follow-up courses，
which is learned by Junior or senior. But due to school emphasis on CET4 or CET6, teachers and 
students pay more attention on basic English, lack of attention to professional English. In fact, 
Professional English and basic English is mutual promotion relationship. On the one hand, it can 
test study effect of basic English by professional English; on the anther hand, it can improve 
English level. 

Old and single teaching methods. Industrial design professional English mostly adopts the 
traditional and single teaching methods. Modern teaching methods are rarely used in the traditional 
teaching. Usually the teachers translate articles sentence by sentence, and the whole class is almost 
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no interaction between teachers and students, which lead to a dull atmosphere in the classroom, low 
interest in learning, and eve resentment to learn English, which seriously affect the teaching effect. 

Old textbook content. The textbook content of industrial design professional English derive 
from foreign literatures, many articles are hard to understand, so it adds the difficult for teachers 
and students; At the same time, many textbook are published many years ago, so they couldn’t keep 
up with the ever-changing international situation, some content is even for the last century, so it can 
not reflect the professional latest developments. 

Limited course time. Generally speaking, time specified for professional English is 32 hours. 
Actually, 32 hours can’t meet the needs of teaching according to theprofessional English teaching 
purpose.  

Teaching reform and practice 

In the process of teaching, in order to achieve a higher teaching goal, based on the background of 
the fusion of “education and industry”, aiming at the existing problem of industrial design 
professional English teaching, the professional English teaching has been carried on in the reform 
and attempt, and obtains the certain teaching effect, as shown in figure 1, the basic ideas of teaching 
reform. 

 
Figure1basic ideas of teaching reform 

The change of teaching idea. Industrial design professional English is the language teaching 
based on industrial design main content of teaching, which combine language learning with the 
industrial design professional knowledge to improve students' knowledge level and cognitive ability, 
and to promote the development of their language ability. In this learning environment, teachers' 
main task is no longer the interpretation and analysis of language knowledge, but students 
understand and master the new language knowledge through all kinds of background knowledge by 
themselves, so students can learn subject matter, and improve the level of subject knowledge, 
cultivating language application ability and the ability of autonomous learning [3]. 

So, the teaching idea insists on "taking students as the main body, the teacher as the leading". It 
can highlightthe main status of students and give more time and space for students to listen, speak, 
read and translate, and then students participate in teaching actively. Meanwhile, students think with 
the teacher by give play to the leading role of teachers, and ultimately achieve the purpose of 
teaching students how to fish rather than offering fish.  

The adjustment of teaching model. Teaching mode is a relatively stable teaching activity 
framework and activity program under the guidance of a certain teaching thought or teaching theory. 
Based on the teaching idea of “taking students as the main body, the teacher as the leading”. 
Industrial design professional English changed the traditional model into to interactive teaching 
mode. Interactive teaching mode can cultivate students' independent consciousness and innovation 
ability, which is a dynamic, development interactive activities. It emphasizes the active participation 
of students in the process of teaching, and respects the principal position of students, and to 
cultivate the students’ to be keen, interested and efficient on studying English.  
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