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Abstract. This paper briefly introduces the construction of a spoken English corpus including 

English interactive classification, the specific process of topic selection, data description, data 

processing and integration. To some extent, this study makes up for the lack of domestic similar 

research, but also provides a reference for the construction of similar corpus. At the same time, it is 

necessary to make clear that the classification of oral interaction is only a preliminary attempt. 

Limited by the sampling area, the sample will have a certain degree of convergence in the 

performance. The area for the investigation, its performance may be different. Therefore, it is 

necessary to expand the scope of the investigation in order to develop a conventional standard of oral 

English interaction in the future.

1. Introduction
Oral communication and written communication are the two main channels of human 

communication. As far as oral English is concerned, the service industry has been paid attention to by 

the linguists. The former is the dialogue between the customer and the service personnel, such as 

shops, banks, hotels, restaurants, etc. Different spoken language styles have their own language style

[1-3]. In recent years, the scope of spoken language research continues to expand to areas such as the 

court dialogue research and interviews etc. Some linguists are interested in business talks, TV 

interviews, online chat. The emergence of modern spoken corpus plays an important role in the 

further study of oral style, and more importantly, it brings a new teaching idea to English teaching.

Corpus has been widely used in language teaching, linguistic research, language textbook 

compilation and dictionary compilation [4, 5]. There are special spoken corpuses, while some of them 

are part of a comprehensive corpus, the former is a pure spoken corpus and the latter is a non pure 

spoken corpus, compared with the well-known English spoken corpus: Corpus of London Teenage 

Language (COLTL), the Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken English (MICASE), Lancaster IBM 

Spoken English Corpus (SEC). Some of these corpuses can be downloaded on the Internet or online, 

while others need to be purchased. Discussion on spoken English corpus of China's English education 

is very little, Zhao Chen (2003) "the question adjuncts in spoken English Corpus based on the 

pragmatic functions of investigation" and "coal (1997) of the British National Corpus and oral 

English study" [6, 7]. This paper also discusses the relationship between oral English corpus and oral 

English teaching.

2. A spoken English corpus is an effective supplement to textbooks
From the point of view of oral English teaching, the main functions of spoken English corpus are 

focused on the following five aspects [8]:

(1) To make up for a single textbook content. Through the corpus, in addition to learning 

textbooks, students can have access to a variety of styles, which broadens their horizons and increases 

the content and scope of language input.

(2) To provide the most authentic and reliable language information for English teachers. Spoken 

English corpus undoubtedly provides a reliable source of language for oral English teaching.

(3) The content of English teaching is not based on the sense of language, but on the basis of real 

materials, so that the content of the study is closer to the reality of life.
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(4) It is helpful to carry out task based learning activities and implement material driven language 

learning. Spoken English corpus provides material for inquiry learning activities.

(5) Teachers and students can work together to build a corpus of spoken English for learners.

The main functions of spoken English corpus are shown in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 1. Main functions of spoken English corpus

Obviously we must be aware that, against the "imperial" textbook long rules, teachers and 

students alike are more likely to use sources of a spoken English corpus, because the corpus language 

materials, unlike the "appointed" teaching materials are so "clean" and "fresh". Therefore, the 

concept of teachers and students need to change, only teachers and students make full play to the role 

of "double subject", can the quality of classroom teaching be improved.

3. Grading standard of spoken corpus
There are two levels of standards in the corpus: one is the natural classification, that is, 

according to the grade of the students. Because the students in each grade are about the same age, they 

can be classified according to their age, and the other is based on the difference of the level of oral 

interaction [9]. There is also a way of dividing into three levels according to age: basic, intermediate, 

and advanced. The basic and intermediate stage emphasizes the cultivation of knowledge ability, 

communication ability and intercultural communication ability and the advanced level emphasizes 

critical thinking.

The two types of classification can be used in the corpus to achieve free switching, which is 

convenient for different researchers to do different research. The data of natural classification is 

convenient for researchers to investigate the interaction between the students in different grades, and 

the difference classification is convenient for the researchers to understand the differences of the 

students' oral interaction ability. The Characteristics of spoken interaction is shown in Table1.
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Table 1. Characteristics of spoken interaction

Interactive 

cooperation
Interactive steps Topic content Concomitant strategies

Abide by the 

cooperative principle 

and politeness 

principle

Direct 

questioning; 

simple response; 

no self correction

Familiar with the social 

environment; the content of 

the topic before and after 

the same, but the use of a 

single means

The words are simple, 

and the documents are 

simple; the words are 

simple, and sometimes 

have errors; there is no 

means to ease the 

discourse

Abide by the 

cooperative principle 

and politeness 

principle

Indirect 

questioning; 

response 

specific; self 

correcting

Familiar with the social 

environment; the content of 

the topic before and after a 

complete agreement, the 

use of a variety of means

The words are simple, 

and the documents are 

simple; the words are 

simple, and sometimes 

have errors; there is no 

means to ease the 

discourse

To determine the level of oral interaction classification, interactive grade is not as clear as the

oral classification standards, one needs to analyze the data on the basis of summary [10-11]. We put 

half of the data as the observation data, and then the other half of the data to do comparison data, 

verify the summary of the characteristics, so as to determine the classification standard of all English

spoken language interactive, which is divided into different levels with typical examples describing

the features of verbal interaction.

4. Corpus Construction
In the context of foreign language learning, we believe that oral corpus is an effective 

supplement to the textbook. Based on the present textbooks, we need to let the students understand 

how native English speakers communicate in a similar environment. The comparison method can 

deepen the students' understanding of textbooks and spoken English corpus. The construction process 

of the corpus can be divided into four stages, which is shown in Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2. The construction process of corpus

Stage One, Preparation. The main task of this stage is to carry out the work of sampling, 

including: literature review, to determine the level of reference points and the basic classification 

principles. Determine the size of the corpus, the number of samples and the length of a single.

Determine test questions and conversations. Prepare related documents.

Stage Two, Data Collection Phase. The main tasks include: to enter the sample schools, 

according to the development of the topic of the test, according to the grade of interactive data 

collection, with the camera recording interactive scene. We intend to investigate the English 

interaction of students in 6 middle schools and colleges in Jiangxi, according to the geographical 

location of the distribution. Data distribution is shown in Table 2 and Fig. 3.

Table 2. Data distribution

Survey 

quantity

Number of 

students

Male to female 

ratio

Sample 

number

Middle school 2 600 1:1 300

Vocational 

college

2 300 1:1 150

Regular college 2 300 1:1 150
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Fig. 3, Number of Students

Stage Three, Data Processing. The main steps are as follows: (1) video selection and cutting. (2) 

Separation and alignment of audio and video. (3) Video text transcription. (4) Tagging of oral 

interaction. (5) Video classification.

Stage Four, Data Integration Phase. Web design for presentation platform. Requirements can be 

posted online for data query function according to different users’ need to achieve different 

processing rights. There are video, audio, texts in simultaneous visualization. Database integration,

including the collation and cleaning of the text, unified format, enter the database.

In short, the construction of the corpus is of great practical significance, which provides a 

transliteration and labeling of the actual data for the learning of oral interactive skills. The 

establishment of a spoken interactive hierarchical corpus can also achieve a complete consistency of 

the annotation standard. The quantitative analysis of the interaction can be realized by the 

establishment of oral interactive graded corpus. It is helpful to the cultivation of oral interaction 

ability. By establishing an interactive oral classification corpus, we can understand the situation of 

students' oral communicative ability so as to develop reasonable teaching objective, we can also 

provide a reference data for the future development of a conventional grading standard. The 

compilation of oral interactive teaching materials will improve college English teaching.

5. Summary
The emergence of spoken English corpus provides a new platform for oral English teaching. It is 

of great significance to improve the efficiency of oral English teaching in Chinese colleges. This 

paper discusses the research and construction of a spoken English graded corpus for college English 

majors and characteristics of spoken corpus from the perspective of oral English teaching in China. It 

is one of the best measures to improve the students' autonomous learning ability. It provides a 

transliteration and annotation corpus of spoken interaction, based on an investigation of a quantitative 

analysis of oral interaction. In addition, it will also be a reference for the establishment of the 

classification standards and the compilation of interactive teaching materials.
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