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AHHOTALUA

B crathe aHaNM3HPYIOTCA HEKOTOPHIC
COBpPEMEHHBIE TEHICHLIUU YIOTPeOIeHUS
PYCCKMX  yCTOHYMBBIX CpPaBHEHUH B
CIIOPTHBHOM JHCKypce. ABTOp yAemser
BHUMAaHHE MOMOJHEHHUIO COCTaBa 3TOro
wiacta  (pa3eosoTHH,  PacUIMPEHHIO
COYETAaeMOCTH EIWHHML, (HOPMUPOBAHHUIO
HOBBIX 3Ha4YeHUl, HU3MEHEHHIO
KOHHOTALIUM CPaBHEHUN B CIOPTUBHOM
JHCKypce 1o CPaBHEHHIO c
00IIEeA3BIKOBOM KOHHOTaIUEH.
PaccmarpuBaroTcss Hanbojiee 4YacCTOTHBIC
OCHOBAaHMS CPABHEHUI M MCIOJB3yEeMBbIE
STaJIOHBI.

Abstract

The article analyzes some of the current
trends of Russian stable comparisons use
in sports discourse. The author pays
attention to the replenishment of this
strata of phraseology, expand the
combinability of units, formation of new
meanings, changing the connotations of
the comparisons in the sports discourse in

comparison with the common language
connotation. The article describes the
most frequent bases for comparisons and
used standards.

KioueBnle cJIoBa! ycToitunBoe
CpaBHEHHE,  OCHOBaHHE  CpaBHEHWUS,
CIIOPTUBHBIN JIHCKYPC, 9TAJIOH,
COYETAeMOCTb.

Keywords: stable comparison, base of
comparison, sports discourse, standard,
combinability.

Stable comparison (SC) is one of the
largest, continuously  growing and
progressively  developing strata  of
Russian phraseology that is sensitive to
changes in the extralinguistic reality.
Comparisons, as well as phraseological
units in general in a journalistic
discourse, are undergoing changes as
compared to their composition, form and
semantics in the language as a whole.

The material for study is based on the
data of dictionaries of Russian stable
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comparisons by such authors as V.M.
Ogol'cev (2001), V.M. Mokienko (2003),
V.M. Mokienko and T.G. Nikitina
(2008), and on the Russian National
Corpus (RNC).

Let us take a look at some features of
the use of comparisons in the journalistic
discourse of sports subject.

1. As in the journalistic discourse in
general, new comparisons have become
used and become stable, though they are
not recorded in dictionaries. For example,
bpocamvcsa/  bpocumvca  (npvleams
/npuvienyms) kak naumepa [to rush (jump)
like a Panther], e.g.: «Ho c yOotiHOHU
mo3unuu  Qopeapa "Jloko" wmaxer —
rbiba DayHTUH Kax nawmepa Opocuics
Ha maiidy u yrpo3y oteem»; «buecHyn
HUCIIOJIHCHUEM IICHAJIbTH KalluTaH Kny6a
Jmutpuii JIocbkoB, a yMEHUEM npbleams,
kax naumepa, Cepreii OBUHHHHKOB)
(RNC)

2. Stable comparisons, recorded in
dictionaries, expand their compatibility to
help form a new meaning. For example,
SC oderamv umo-n. xax opexu (opewku)
wenkame has the following meaning ‘o
ObICMPOM, T08KOM, HEODBIUANHO J1e2KOM
u Henptu.’)fC@@HHOM pewernuu  4eco-J.
(3a0au, npumepos u m.n.)’ [on quick,
agile, light and extremely effortless
solution to smth. (tasks, examples, etc.)]
(Mokienko 2003: 298). Eg.: «Ckaxem,
Bbl OCBOMWJIM JOMa OHpG,J:[eJ'IGHHHﬁ THII
3aa4 W weakaeme uUx Kak OpewKu»
(RNC). In recent years this SC begins to
be actively used in media in the political
and sporting contexts, expanding its
compatibility: «I[lotomy 4To, TOBTOpSIIO,
Omra, Kak TyOJMWYHBIA TOJUTHK C
OTPOMHBIM OIIBITOM, KdakK opeutku
wieikaem TaKOTO poJaa KOHd)]ZuKWlele
cumyayuu M OaXE YMECT 3apsAXKarbCsa
sHeprueit or 60pnOB; «Korma s Obuia
MaJICHBKasA, g TOXE wWenKkaia npulocKu
kax opewxu» (RNC). In some cases the
extension of compatibility in a sports
context (wenkamo xax opewxu xozo | to

crack someone as nuts) is the basis for the
formation of the new meaning of the SC
— ‘neeko nobexcoams’ [to win easily],
e.g.. «Cepednaukos u aymcaiioepos
komaaga Jlynca @emmme Ckomapu
wieikaem, Kak opeuilku, a BOT y APYTUX
KIyOOB  «OONBIIOW  YETBEpKM»  —
«JIuBepnymsy, «MIO» u «ApceHana» —
BbIMIpaTh HHUKak He MoxeT» (RNC).
Synonymous to this SC is the comparison
menkath Kak cemeuku [t0 crack as
sunflower seeds]. The usage of this SC
shows the same tendencies noted above
for SC wenkamo kax opewrxu [to crack as
nuts]. I{eaxame xax cemeuxu is starting
to be used actively in the journalistic
discourse of sports topics, extending its
compatibility and forming a new
meaning: «Haﬂﬂ MMPOAOJIKACT uienkamosv
cumyayuu, BOSHUKAOINUE Ha KOPTEC, Kax
cemeuxuy; «Kpenkuil ciopTcMeH wyeaKka
Kak cemedyku ceoux conepruxkoes, CTaB B
utore moOexutereM TtypHHpa» (RNC).
Stable comparisons  with  negative
connotation, in this type of discourse
change their connotation. For example,
the SC snusamscslenumocs (yenismocs
leyenumocs) 6 kozo, 60 umo kak knew [to
stick (to cling) to anyone like a tick] is of
colloquial style and has a disapproving
meaning (Mokienko 2003: 168). But it
should be noted that when used in the
media when it comes to sports, this SC
loses the negative assessment, e.g..
«EOpI/IC BepI/IFI/IH, KdK Kinewy, enueaics B
COIICPHUKOB, B OAHOT'O 3a APYIrUM, U MOI'
TaKk enugamvcs TENbIH mepuox 0Oe3
3amenbl»; «Ho Crapoctsik syennsiemcs B
Opaswibna, kax xrew» (RNC). In this
kind of usage the phrase emphasizes
perseverance, persistence in achieving
goals.

SC npucmasams, JIUNHYMb,
npusssvieamvcs; yenaamocs (npocm.) x
Komy-nmubo  kak peneu  [peneinux]
[pestering, stick, bind; cling (colloquial)
to someone as a burdock] has the
meaning of ‘Jonumams  Ko20-1U6O
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npocvbamu, mpebosanuimu,
HA3UOAHUAMU unu npa3oOHbLIMU
paszeosopamu’ [pestering someone with
requests, requirements, edification or idle
talk] (Ogol'cev 2001:549). When used in
the  corresponding  discourse, the
comparison loses a negative assessment,
indicating a competitive professional
athlete’s behavior: «On mpenenpHO
KECTKO pcarupoBai Ha BbIIlaIbl
I/I6paFI/IMOBa u, HaHECA HCECKOJIBKO
yJ1apoB, MTI'HOBEHHO, Kak peneii,
npuauna’ B KIIMHYC K CBOEMY
comepauKy» (RNC).

4. The most frequent grounds of
comparisons are cpasicamscs and 6umocst
[to battle and to fight], because of
‘militarization’  discourse, transferring
military  terminology and  military
metaphors in the realm of sports,
especially team sports. E.g.: «Bor u B
urpe ¢ nopryrainsiaMu @pasHk buncsa kax
36¢pb, BCC BpCM:A OblI B JBUXKCHHUH, B
aTake, 60pb6a Ha IIOJIC MOIJIOTHJIa €ro
MTOITHOCTHIO»; «MoOIIHBIH (hopBapm buics,
Kak J1ee W 1104 CBOUM, U NOA YYKHUM
KOJIBLIOM», «HSpaI/IHLTﬂHG Ioa CBOUM
KOJIBLIOM ObHOMCA, KAK 80JIKU, & apMEHIIBI
ryost mo0yi0o BO3MOXKHOCTH HaOpaTth
nepsele  ouku»; «M  paxe Moonoit
[Tananukonay oOwvemcs, xkax muep, 0e3
cTpaxa B Iia3ax, 0e3 TeHW COMHEHHUN B
coOcTBeHHBIX JeicTBusax»; «Tpu cera
noapsa  Bepkepk KoOpuMil  CTpallHbIe
POXHU, cpadicancsi, Kak 36epb, U JOKaJI-
TaKd HWCcIaHna»;, «A korma CuaHu
mony4yaet TpaBmy, JKeHs OepeT BCIo HIpy
Ha cebss. OH cpaswaemcs Kak Jeé»
(RNC).

At the same time, the standards of
comparison are the names of animals —
of wild dangerous animals: the
hyperonym sseps [beast], as well as zes
[a lion], muep [a tiger], sonx [a wolf]. As
an occasional usage there is a comparison
with the standard co6axa [a dog]:
<<O6III€HI/I€ C JIUACPAMHU «T'OPOKaH» N0 U
II0CJIE Mart4a MOCPeACTBOM CMC-

COOOMmeHNH TOMOTJIO y3HaTh, KTO Ha
TpeHUpOBKaX «MOCKBBI» Obemcs, Kak
cobaka, 3HaeT H ciIoBo «Cmaprak» CHIH
Anekcangpa IllemykoBa u 4uero komaszae
Muoppara bokoBuua He XBaTWio Ist
ouepenHOM  moOexbl  Hax  KpacHO-
6emsiMu» (RNC).

SC with the standard-mythologeme
yepmu [devils] is also frequent, e.g.:
«bunuco  Kax  yepmu,  BTBIKAJHCh
03BEpesio, HA4YHCTO BBIUTPAB CHIIOBYIO
60opn0y»; «Ha HBIHEmIHEM ITOKa TPOMHM
BCeX TMOJAPSN, HO CONECPHHUKH Oblomcs,
kax uepmu!»; «5 oOHapyxmn ans ceds
3aKOHOMEPHOCTH, IIPH KOTOPOH KOMAaHIBI
n3 crpad Osmmero Cormwo3a wimH
cowareps Tuma YkpauHsl, CroBakuy,
Uexuu, Benrpuu, PymbiHUM ecnu
MOMaj aroTCsl HaM B TPyMIly, TO Bce 0e3
UCKIIIOUEHHSL  OblOmCs,  KAK — uepmu,
npotuB Poccumy». In this comparison the
noun wepmu [devils] appears as a
synthesis model to express intensity and
high-quality assessment. Cf. also in the
media when describing a game of an
athlete — wurpan xax Bor [played like
God]: «KapazamBunu uepan, kak 602 —
Opan TpynHeHIINe MsYd, HO B HTOTE BCE
paBHO HaMm 3a0unm»; «A BonpHOB uzpan
Kax 6oe. 3abWBal B KOJBIO C JIOOOM
nuctaniumy (RNC).

The following comparisons confirm
the convergence with the military sphere:
«Ho ®nepu Ounca, kax 3awumuux
bpecmckoii kpenocmu, — xpabpo, 10
mobenHoro KoHmay; «[lepBerit payHm.
Bropoii moenuHOK, Kak ¥ HaKaHyHE, OHU
bunuce, Kak 21a0uamopvl 6 OpeeHeM
Pume, He ormyckas ommoHeHTa OoJibIIe
yeM Ha ron»; «Mpmannuel paxe B
TOCTEBBIX  MaT4ax  Oviomca,  Kak
Myuikemepvl ¢ 28apoetiyamu, a yX TpH
CBOMX OonenpIKax «IIempox»
HaBepHsIKa He Oy/aeT MaauTh HU ceOs, HA
comepHuKay; ««CaMoro spkoro UTpoKa y
Bac He ObuUIO. Bes xomaHza Ounace Kak
«Mopckue — Komukuy!»  —  cKazal
LEHTPOBOU COIIEpHUKA Hanuens
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CauTpsro, BcoMuHas o crernaze BM®
CHIA»; «Mau bvromces, kax kamuxaose,
HUIn 10 IIOJIO TIpOryJIMBAKOTCA  —
Tperbero He gano» (RNC).

5. Aggressive type of the analyzed
discourse is due to the presence of
comparisons  with  the bases of
syenasmoces [to seize] and ezpwizambes
[to bite]. Names of dogs appear as
comparison standards. It is primarily
oymooe [a bulldog] as a standard of
comparison, marked in the dictionary, as
well as the continuation of ‘dog series” —
mepvep [a terrier], e.g.: «OH cTanm OpaTh
Tay3bl, IIbITAJICA orberaTbcs Ha HOrax, HO
3TO0 HMMCHHO TO, 4Y€ro HCJIb34 JAC€JIaTh C
BaiicanrypoBbim, KOTOPBIN cpazy
BYenJisIemest 8 JHcepmey, Kaxk 0yi1b002y,
«Butanuii  ®punzoH ezpwizaemcs 6
CONEepHUKO8 Xeamkotl 0yLo02a;
«OTtOupaer manoObl, OJIOKUpPYeT OPOCKH,
syenisaemcs 6 COnepHuUKoes, Kak mepvep»
(RNC). Thus, as a result of this analysis,
it may be noted that there are new
comparisons which acquire the status of
‘stable’ in the media texts dedicated to
sports.  Traditional Russian  stable
comparisons are  expanding their
compatibility which forms new meanings.
The frequency of comparisons with bases
oumwvcs [to fight] and cpaorcamses [to
battle], syenniamovcs [to seize] and
eepvizamovcs [to bite] is associated with
the penetration of military metaphors in
the area of sports and aggressiveness of
the discourse in general. Standards of
such comparisons are zoonyms — names
of predatory animals, as well as the
names of realities, historically dating
back to wars or military battles.
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