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Abstract: Since the publication of Ma Shi Wen Tong, Chinese preposition research has achieved a
great success. However, the definition of prepositions, especially their differences from verbs and
conjunctions, has varied from one genre to another, leading inconvenience to many Chinese learners.
This paper redefines and classifies the prepositions according to the structure transformation
grammar, and newly divides a kind of word-mediated predicate to solve the problem of the definition
of the prepositions and the difference between the prepositions and the verbs and conjunctions for a
long time after the controversy in the syntactic circles.

1. Introduction

Prepositions are a very important and quite complex part of speech in Chinese. Compared with
English, Chinese has no developed morphological changes. As the main means of expressing
grammatical relations and grammatical categories, the prepositions in Chinese play a very important
role. However, due to the close relationship between Chinese prepositions and verbs, the definition of
the part of speech in Chinese grammar circles has been confused.

Structural Transformation Grammar (Chen Guohua, 2007) argues that if we regard language as a
system, syntactically speaking, this system can be said to consist of two subsystems, one is the basic
structural system and the other is the transformation system. Each of the constructions of a language
is composed of at least two components. The two components are in parallel with each other or with
each other in the central language and the dependent language, or the relation of the two languages is
different from each other. The two or more components that form the predicate relationship may be
the subject and the predicate, the predicate and the object, the subject predicate object, the subject
predicate object, the predicate complement, the predicate object complement, and the main verb and
object complement, etc..

According to the structural transformation grammar, the traditional grammar ignores the first law
of the classification of the prepositions, that is to say, whether the preposition can serve as the
predicate or the presumption. Leaving this foundation, any attempt to find a single definitive
categorization of the inhomogeneous definition of object is futile.

This paper focuses on four aspects: the deficiency of traditional Chinese preposition research, the
new definition of preposition by structural transformation grammar, the preposition classification
under new definition and the newly classified part-predicate.

2. The Inadequacy of Traditional Preposition Research

2.1 Hlogical Definition of Part of Speech

As a symbol of the birth of Chinese grammar, *Ma Shi Wen Tong" began a study of prepositions in
the sense of true grammar. Ma Shi Wen Tong divides ancient Chinese words into two categories: real
words and imaginary words. Preposition is one of the imaginary words. "Ma Shi Wen Tong" thinks:
"Where the imaginary word is used to connect with the real meaning of the righteous, said the
Preposition, and it is actually the introduction of the real word." Ma Shi Wen Tong established the
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Chinese Word class-Preposition, and explain the role of preposition in the sentence structure -
Introduction. Since then, most of the scholars' understanding of prepositions has been influenced by
the viewpoint of Ma Shi Wen Tong and achieved some results.

Without Preposition

Lv Shuxiang (1984), pointed out that one does not stand prepositions, as a verb to attach with a
verb. Wang Li (1985) combined "J(yd) - PA(yi) « H(ytu) « [F(téng)" and other conjunctions and
referred to as "conjunctions,”" while "7£(zai) . f¥(wing) . H(zhao) . M(cong) . F(ba) . #
(béi)” as auxiliary which does not exist in the word system of these two books.

Both Verbs and Prepositions

Li Jinxi (1924) argues that when they are used alone in predicates, they are verbs, that is, they are
both verbs and prepositions. Guo Yizhou (1984) pointed out that when they carry modifiers or
supplements as nouns and pronouns, they are prepositions, and when they are used alone as
predicates, they are verbs, that is, all words that can be both prepositions and verbs in both types.

c. Preposition is a kind of function words, which come from the verb

Zhang Zhigong (1953) claimed that prepositions belong to function words. Liu Yuehua (2001)
proposed preposition is a kind of function words. Most prepositions are derived from the verb.

Thus, according to the definition of prepositions in the traditional grammar, in the end which type
of prepositions belong to, what words can be called prepositions made us fall into the deadlock of the
word indefinable class.

2.2 Fuzzy Definition of Grammatical Function

Li Jinxi (1924) said that "prepositions are used to introduce nouns or pronouns to ‘verbs' or
‘adjectives' to express their relations of time, status, methods and causes.” Li Fengyi (1984) pointed
out that prepositions are attached to the noun, pronoun or nouns and verb phrases in front of them.
They are combined with these words or phrases respectively to form a prepositional structure, which
indicates the subject, object, time location, direction or purpose of action behavior.

2.3 Some Grammatical Features Cannot be Justified

Grammatical features of prepositions are described more comprehensively by the following:
Zhang Zhigong, Li Jinxi, and Zhao Yuan Ren. To summarize, prepositions have the following
grammatical features:

Usually cannot say that alone cannot act as a subject, predicate and other part of the sentence.

Like:

FATXS 1A ) A A RE X JATTXS F-IX A i) e

woO mén dui yu zhe g€ wen ti you bu tong kan fa

We have different opinions on this issue. x We have different opinion this issue.

PR NB R IT IR 23X )Lk TAE VNP

ni cong ming tian kai shi dao zh¢ ér 1ai gong zuo

You start working here from tomorrow. x You from tomorrow.

Then how to explain the following sentences? Like:

PRAE TR o > 2

ni zai ta shii guan xué xi ma

Are you studying in the library?

—7E.

zai

—Yes, | am.

& EMAT AR IT 4R 5 21 IETE ) ?

lao wang cong shi me shi hou kai shi xué xi fa yu di
When did Laowang begin to learn French?

—TNh%. INEZ.

wl sui / cong wil sui
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——Five years old/ from five years old.

fth Z] e A AL ?

ta dao di dui shui you yi jian

Who does he have opinion on?

—Z T T

- Laowang / On Laowang.

In the example sentences, the preposition "7E" can answer the questions individually, and the
prepositional phrases "from the age of five" and "On Laowang" formed by the prepositions can also
separately answer the questions. There are many other examples of answering the questions alone or
in the form of prepositional phrases so that they do not deny the existence of this phenomenon.

Not as the predicate center, that prepositions are often not as the main verb;

PROSHERR ? FREHE AR

ni wéi shui na ? wo shui y¢€ bu wéi »

Who are you working for? For nobody.

Jh(weéi) is rarely used like this.

— Chinese Grammar

It is not uncommon to find that many of the prepositions in the definition of traditional grammar
play a predicate role in sentences without a core predicate verb and often make the main verb, as in
the following example:

ZERAE NSUASBEIAL T

lao gén zh€ bié rén jiu bu néng du i lido

You can not be independent if always following others

FIRAEATE.

wang xian shéng bu zai

Mr. Wang is not here.

BRI . HIES HEBIHK

chiin tian dao lido » wd yu béi liu dian dao jia -

Spring is coming. | am going home at six.

R EFIX CR) .

ni shang wo zhe ( 1&i )

You come to my house.

EEA FIXES K 2

gén bu shang zhe tang huo ché

Can not pick up this train.

1 H =5 Ak

giang kou y1 qi chong zheé wai téu

Muzzle directed at the outside

XA L.

zhe chuang hu chio béi

This window faces north.

The above examples are from Zhao Yuanren's Grammar of Chinese. The “#R(gen) « 7£(zai) . #
(dao) « _E(shang) . #(chong) . Hf(chao)” these prepositions in the traditional definitions in the
example sentence are predicates in the sentence, which can be seen taht Mr. Zhao himself can not
justify it.

Prepositions do not have physical characteristics, can not be followed by "% ((zhé) " " 1 (liso) ", "
i (gud) ", can not overlap.

Let's look at the following examples:

#R(ai) $(ai) % (zhe) Hh(jiu)
2 () % (zhe)

(i) % (zhe) o (dul) ——*F(dul) % zhe) B5(I) —
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122(an) ——14% (an) %5 (zh8) JFi(shun) ——JFi(shin) %5 (zh8) 5E(kao) —— % (kao) % (zhe) J9(wéi)

J9(WEi) % (zhe)

EL.(bi) E.(bi) & (zhe) #E(ping) ——*E(ping) % (zhe) il (sui) ——Bf(suf) & (zhe) ¥ (yan)
7 (yan) ¥ (zhe)

il(zhao) il(zhao) % (zhe) [7](xiang) ] (xiang) % (zhe) K (y1) #(y1) ¥ (zhe)

(zhao) i (zhao) % (zhe)
Can be seen, so the definition of prepositional grammatical features can not be justified.

2.4 Some grammatical functions of the discourse to be more general

According to Liu Yuehua (2001), prepositions are located in the nouns (phrases), pronouns, and
nouns (phrases) and pronouns form prepositional objects. Such as:

1) Noun: 24 % Z JfifR B4 . The students respect the teacher very much

2) Noun phrase: 2 T AT 7 2] AR R #SIR 50« The teacher is very concerned about our
study and life

3) Pronoun: ¥t AT Z ML IR T T #EIX > AE 1% AL . Class teacher Xie knows more about
this student's situation than me

Is the preposition only in front of noun (phrase), pronoun? We see the followings:

B b2, KM AR RGRITE .

Hei Shao fell in love with Lao Wan, probably from the beginning he did not eat relief food.

65 B P A7 £ W A RO 40

The sunset turns from orange to dark red

Z NG, 18— KR — 547,

It is better for the elderly ride a little slower than a little faster.

Visible, the preposition can also be located in the sentence, adjective (phrase) before.

To sum up, according to the traditional definitions listed above, the grammar either defines the
preposition by simply introducing the position of the preposition in the sentence, or enumerates a
limited number of words as prepositions by enumeration, or simply asserts that the prepositional
features The description can only be a general description of the boundaries, not strict and absolute
definition. In this way, such a definition is very vague for Chinese learners, especially learners of
Chinese as a foreign language.

In this regard, from the perspective of structural transformation grammar to re-prepositions.

3. A New Definition of Chinese Prepositions by Structure Transformation Grammar

According to the structure-switching grammar, "any construction of a language is composed of at
least two components, the relationship between the two components of each other, the relationship
between the central language and the dependent language, or the two relations are different Relation.
As for a sentence, as long as the first judge the relationship between the basic components, we can
know what is in the sentence as a predicate component. Therefore, from the perspective of the
structure of the conversion of grammatical Chinese prepositions are defined as follows.

Prepositions are words that can not serve as predicates but that can guide nominal components, or
predicates (phrases), adjectives (phrases), and sentences that are equivalent to nominal components.
Such as:

To guide the nominal composition:

WEAN TV & WL RO IR

zan mén yan zh€ hu bian san bu ba

Let's walk along the lake.

WAz 1 — 1

bei ta zou lido y1 dun

Beat by him.

To guide predicates (phrases) equivalent to nominal components:
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MFERENL IR S, XTI AR R B AT .

cong wan chéng bi ye lun wén kan , zh¢ ge ban di zhéng ti su zhi shi bu cuo di

From the completion of the thesis, the overall quality of this class is not bad.

According to the structure conversion grammar's definition of prepositions, we can completely
exclude the special prepositions that have been mentioned in the sentence under the definition of
traditional grammar. Such as:

AFRAZMAZARTE.  (predication function) 1 do not take his stuff

B:IRAEA S5 K. | do not take the leadership’s words to stress you

ARFITOXE MM . (predication function) There is an old locust tree opposite to my
doorstep

B: AT ANE 4 KU . We are not very friendly to him

The sentence A in the above example, based on the structure conversion grammar, the “Z
(nd)”,“#R(gen)”,“ X (dui)” play predication function in the sentence, which are completely different
from sentence B.

Thus, we separate the prepositions which, under the traditional definition of the above examples,
serve as predicates, as a class of prepositions, to be discussed in detail later.

4. Classification of prepositions

4.1 According to the object is located before or after the introduction is divided into:
preposition, postpositional preposition, both preposition and postpositional preposition.

a. Prepositions: Prepositions can only be located in front of the objects they are referred to. Most
prepositions belong to prepositions such as Fi(you) , H (z1) , H (zi) A (cong) ,¥7T(dd),%F (dui), F-(yud),
K(guan) T-(y0),Fx(cht) T (lido),#%(an) Hi(zhao) ,#%(an) i (zhao) 3 (ba), Bk (bei), T-(yd) ¥+ (yan)
¥ (zh&), 24 (dang), £ (zhi) T(y0) ,%(géi) ,ik(rang) & (y1) f&(zhao), Bz (ju) ,LA(YY) ......

Example:

XF - BAR ) AT BAR A

dui yu ju ti wen ti yao jin xing ju ti fén x1

For specific issues, it needs specific analysis

fhEREIRFEALR, BT H Atk EERE K.

ta yi jué ding bao ko béi da , zhi yu xué shi me zhuan y¢ , huan méi ding xia lai.

He has decided to apply Peking University, as to what majors, have not set them down

In the above example sentences, "% (dui) J-(ya) " and "% (zhi) T-(yG) " are located in front of the
"H(ju) () Al (wen) @it " and "2 (xué) f1(shi) 4 (me) £ (zhuan) Jk(ye) " of the objects to be
quoted, respectively, and are prepositions.

b. Postpositional preposition: The preposition located behind the object to which it refers.

Example:

J AR — s E A

miao i zhu zhe y1 wei 180 hé shang

An old monk lives in the temple

Ly I E 1R BA

shan zhong zhu jin lido you j1 dui

The guerrillas stationed in the mountain.

B 55 LA —ARAKRY .

dao péang li zh€ y1 k& mu mian shu

A kapok tree stands next to the road.

54K, ik —RAMEHCHHE.

5niédn lai , ta méi you yi tian bu s nian zi ji di zu guo

For five years, he has been missing his own country every day.
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— JA LA TP b 45

y1 zhou yi néi ban hao shou xu

The procedures is completed within one week.

The "HL(I1) ", "H(zhdng) ", "5%(pang) ", ">k (1ai) " and "LA(yi) P4 (nei) " refer to the quoted objects

"Jdi(miao) ", "1li(shan) ", "i&(dao) ", "5 “F(nian) ", "—(y1) Fi(zhou) ", which is a postpositional
preposition.

c. Prepositions for both prepositions and postpositional:

Example:

i) Mk 3

hua mao tido shang can zhuo

A cat jJumps onto the table.

W HE T T T ) RS

shu shang gua man lido chén dian dian di guo shi

Heavy fruit hang on the tree.

The preposition "_-(shang) " may precede the "% (can) 5%(zhud) " of the object it is referring to,
and may also be located after the "#(shu) " of the object it is referring to, which may be either
prepositional or postpositional.

4.2 Classification according to prepositions of the composition

a. Single word preposition: A preposition consisting of a single word
b. Phrase preposition: A preposition consisting of two words (one of which must be a preposition)

5. Classification preposition predicate

5.1 Press before or after the object being referred
a. Prepositional predicate

JLETONIE S PN

ta jia dui zhe y1 tido da ma lu

Her home is opposite a big road
ZERE D NFABEMAL T

lao gén zh€ bié rén jiu bu néng du li lido
You can not be independent if always following others.
—MER, —AMEW.

y1 g¢ wang dong, y1 g¢ wang X1
One towards east, one towards west
IAESR

ta zai jia

She is at home

b. Post-referral predicate
BWLZ T

jing jie xian zhi xia

Under the cordon.

FRYEFE 2

quan xian fan wéi zhi néi

Within the limits of authority.

b E L S5

x1n zhong guod chéng li zhi hou
After the founding of new China

e R R

chi zdo fan zht qian
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Before eating breakfast
5.2 According to the constituent elements of the predicate

a. Words refer to predicates: the predicate composed of a single word.

Sheisathome. 7£. Xf. ¥R\ A N7 &, ¥, W\, 4. B K FE

zai~ dui. gén. wei. wéilidfo. ti. zhao. xiang. wing. dao. yi. ping...

b. Phrase predicate: the predicate composed of two words (one of which must be a predicate).

MG B, fELE, R, LN (2D, fELLBLE, L2 B, FELZTR, fELLZ

W, fE.. 240 5. ZHI, .25

cong...dao, zai...li, =zai...zhong, zai..néi (zhinéi) , zai...yishang, =zai...zhi
shang , zai...zhixia, zai...zhinéi, =zai...zhiwai, =zai...zhiqian, zai...zhihou

e TN TEEIF -

béi jing di gong ye cong wi dao you

Beijing's industry develops from nothing

AKANFELE K H

shui xian hua zai shui zhong

Daffodils are in the water

e SR B

ta zai jia Ii

6. Conclusion

Prepositions, which have some of the functions under the traditional grammar definition, are
separately listed as a new part of speech for research. The establishment of this new word class solves
the long-term confusion in the traditional grammar about the nature of prepositions, the types of
activities involved and the prepositional utilization. Naturally, with this new word category, the
vagueness of prepositions and verbs has been resolved. The nature of prepositions is further defined.
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