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Abstract— Public space not only belongs to modern society 

in urban areas, but also has become part of the pattern of life 

in rural communities including fishermen living in coastal 

areas. Compared to urban public spaces of a general and 

impermanent nature, in the village there exists a fixed place 

and possesses certain sacred values. This paper examines the 

Galampa as a public space for fishing communities in 

Holimombo Jaya Village on the Eastern Coast of Buton Island. 

Galampa as a public space is a representation of the world that 

is always adjacent and located in the east of the mosque. This 

public space is a space or community meeting hall to discuss 

various matters relating to social, economic, and cultural 

activities of the community. In its history, the effective 

Galamba functioned in the social life of the local community in 

Buton, drawing on the concept of public space discussed by 

Habermas. The study focuses on the function and role of 

Galampa in the social, cultural, and economic life of the 

community and the implication of the institution's presence in 

solving various problems. 

Keywords—Galampa, Public Space, Fisherman’s 

Community. 

I. INTRODUCTION  

The study of public space has so far been linked to urban 
communities and is still focused on modern humans [1]–[5]. 
Whereas historically among the traditional community or 
indigenous unity in various regions in Indonesia has long had 
a public space with a variety of names and terms used. Even 
public spaces are proving effective as a space of democracy 
to convey the aspirations of society [6]–[11]. 

This paper describes the Galampa as a public space in the 
fishing community in Holimombo Jaya Village located in 
Pasarwajo District, Buton Regency, Southeast Sulawesi. This 
residential community center was a combination of Tolalo 
Holimombo Village and then it was exposed in 1980. At that 
time there was no village head yet. In 1999 there was only 
the first village chief who served the government for 13 
years, namely Alirah. In carrying out his function as head of 
the village level government, Alirah was accompanied by the 
secretary of the village of La Sirabah appointed directly by 
the subdistrict at that time [12]. 

The inhabitants of this village earn 80% of their income 
as fishermen and 20% as farmers. According to the local 

village chief, before the entry of companies using trawling 
tiger as one method in fishing in the village fishermen 
income can reach Rp 600.000-700.000/hari. However, after 
modern fishermen with advanced technological devices, led 
to socio-economic changes in the village community. This is 
particularly the case since the operation of this type of fish 
trawler in the waters of Buton [13]. 

Social dynamics in society always shows changes in 
various aspects of life, including patterns of relationships 
between individuals in a space. Similarly, the fishing 
communities that inhabit the coastal areas, also experienced 
changes in social relations patterns that are characteristic of 
each picture, including among the fishermen community in 
the village of Holimombo Jaya. Nevertheless, one interesting 
thing about the social life of the community in this village is 
the functioning of traditional council and the enactment of 
customary law in solving various problems that arise in 
everyday life. 

A public space called Galampa has long been present and 
become an integral part of the journey of history of social life 
of Holimombo Jaya Village community. Galampa as a public 
space is a representation of the world that is always adjacent 
and located in the east of the mosque. This public space is a 
space or community meeting hall to discuss various matters 
relating to social, economic, and cultural activities of the 
community. 

Still functioning effectively this Galampa in the social 
life of society, interestingly connected with the concept of 
public space discussed [14]–[16]. The author of the book 
"The Structural Tranformation of the Public Sphare", 
explains that public space is a conditioned space in such a 
way that allows citizens to articulate interests in order to 
form opinions and wills together [17]–[20]. 

If Habermas considers public space as a medium that 

bridges the public and the State's interests on the basis of 

democratic principles, then the function of Galampa as a 

public space in Holimombo Jaya Village is like that. Thus, 

the main question posed in relation to the existence of 

Galampa is how the function and position in society and 

social implications on the survival of society. 
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II. RESEARCH METHODS 

The location of this research is Holimombo Jaya 

Village, Pasarwajo District, Buton Regency, Southeast 

Sulawesi. There are several considerations in choosing this 

location, including: (1) although there have been many 

writings on fisherman activities in Buton, but studies of 

coastal communities in relation to public space are still 

lacking; (2) in terms of social and cultural life, customary 

law is very powerful in that area. Target and focus of this 

research, namely fishermen in the village of Holimombo 

Jaya. 

This type of research is qualitative which produces 

descriptive data in the form of narrative and oral obtained 

from informants or in the form of observed behavior [10]. In 

its implementation, this research can also be called 

naturalistic research that examines the condition of objects 

naturally. This research approach focuses on the individual 

background as a whole, without positioning the individual 

or organization into a particular variable or hypothesis. In 

other words, making the individual or organization as a 

whole as a whole [21]–[23].  

As qualitative research, what is observed are a number 

of general principles that form the basis for the realization of 

the symptoms in social life. The important thing analyzed in 

this study is not the variables but the relationship between 

the general principles of a phenomenon related to the culture 

of the community under study. The results of the analysis of 

the relationship between the symptoms, then analyzed using 

theories. The research problem was analyzed using a 

synchronous and diachronic approach. The first approach is 

intended to examine certain aspects as part of an object, the 

symptoms and ideas that develop over time. On the other 

hand the second approach is used to examine the 

relationship between various aspects of social life in a 

certain period of time[24]–[26].  

A number of informants intended in this study are 

individuals or families who live and fulfill their needs in 

coastal areas. In addition, people who have knowledge of 

the maritime culture and local wisdom of the Buton 

Community. There are 3 types of informants in this study, 

namely key informants, expert informants, and ordinary 

informants. The selection of informants in this study was not 

done randomly but purposively. In order to obtain better 

data validity, cross-check information was also obtained on 

several informants who were likely to find different 

perceptions or realities in the field. 

There are three stages of the data collection process in 

this study, namely: (1) observation, in the form of a 

systematic observation and recording of a number of 

symptoms based on the purpose of the research conducted, 

(2) an interview, in the form of a question and answer 

process conducted orally, for example between two people 

or more directly, and (3) documentation, in the form of 

searching for data by utilizing a number of documents. 

To expedite the process of data collection and 

management in this research, several research instruments 

are used as follows: (1) observation forms, in the form of 

notes containing important points of research topics and 

problems. This observation was carried out by utilizing 

guidelines in the form of instruments to observe the social 

environment of fishing settlements from various aspects. 

Even in this process, observations of written evidence are 

carried out in accordance with the research topic; (2) 

Guidelines for interviews, list the main questions for 

informants. This instrument, in addition to containing a list 

of questions, also contains brief answer items prepared as an 

answer choice from the informant. In the process of 

collecting data, a series of in-depth interviews were 

conducted, referring to guide interviews in the form of 

questionnaires, which were questions that sought to explore 

various answers in depth from the informants regarding the 

topic or theme of the research; (3) Documentary, in the form 

of a written record of a number of important archives that 

are related to the social problems studied. 

As a descriptive research, the data produced in this 

process is qualitative data. It should be noted that this 

research approach was chosen in relation to the specific 

characteristics of a social and cultural phenomenon of the 

local community. The data analysis process in this study 

was carried out in line with the time of research activities. 

This means that the data analysis process is carried out 

simultaneously with the time of the research, especially 

when certain data is considered relevant. The process is 

carried out in the form of analysis at the level of data 

reduction with a descriptive analysis model. 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Function and Position Galampa 

Galampa is public space Holimombo Jaya Village 
community which is a representation of the world that is 
always adjacent and located in the east of the mosque. This 
galampa is a space or community meeting hall to discuss 
matters relating to social, economic, and cultural activities of 
the community. 

According to Holimobo Village, indigenous peoples in 
this village from the very beginning of their existence made 
Galampa a place to discuss land issues or disputes, types of 
fines for liquor drinkers, timing of pioneering or starting 
gardening, planting season determination, and others related 
to common interests community members . 

It is simply illustrated that all indigenous communities 
(customary unions) within the administrative territory of 
Pasarwajo Sub-district and other sub-districts each have their 
own Galampas. Thus, each society in one adat unit resolves 
its own social, cultural, and economic problems through their 
Galampas. One interesting thing about the function of 
Galampa as a social space is every meeting or meeting led by 
traditional chairman who in the local language call this 
Parabela, imam mosque also present follow this custom 
procession. Conversely, every meeting held at the mosque 
relates to religious social issues, Parabela (adat chief) is also 
present together [27]. 

The process of discussing important matters concerning 
the mundane issue in Galampa goes very uniquely in which 
the residents who are present sit on the floor extending on all 
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sides of the building space and letting in the middle of the 
blank. Even the interesting thing from the meeting hall or 
public space is not using the wall and let it open. Citizens 
with customary councils sitting in discussing important 
issues in people's lives, can be seen from outside Galampa. 
This according to the local community is a sign that their 
activities are open and accessible or witnessed by all parties. 

This at the same time is proof that in the relationship 

between the government and the people, there is always an 

open relationship that reflects democratic principles. The 

local community acknowledges that the application of 

customary rules and the application of law to violations 

committed by someone in this area, is always resolved in an 

open manner. Thus, a harmonious relationship between all 

elements of society is always interwoven. 

B. Implications for the existence of Galampa 

Holimombo Jaya Village is very important and has 

functioned effectively as a public space which serves as a 

means of conveying aspirations and solving various social, 

cultural and economic problems as well as cases related to 

the law. A number of sanctions imposed by adat councils 

against perpetrators who violate the rules prevailing in 

society, proved to provide a deterrent effect that serves as a 

mechanism of social control. 

For example, drinkers of wine caught and undergoing 

indigenous congregations in Galampa not only suffered 

material harm in the form of a fine amount to be paid 

millions, but also socially sanctioned. How not to go 

through an open customary court and witnessed by many 

people psychologically raises the shame for the suspect. 

This condition also applies to the party or someone who 

commits the act of theft and must undergo a customary 

session led by Parabela[28]. If it turns out in a session that 

was attended by residents of this Holimombo Village. 

The process of solving social and cultural problems in 

the Buton community through an open session in a public 

space called Galampa, is a heavy social sanction. This is 

intended, namely before the customary parties determine 

penalties for lawbreakers, the process of public humiliation 

through this open meeting is actually a social sanction 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In the social life of the fishermen community of 

Holimombo Jaya Village, Pasarwajo Subdistrict, Galampa as 

a public space has an important position and role as a venue 

to voice aspirations for the people. Similarly, Galamba 

serves as a public space in which to solve social, economic, 

and cultural problems through deliberations mediated by a 

customary leader named Parabela. So far, many social issues 

have been discussed in this public space, such as crime cases, 

theft of fish, drinking of wine, and other types of crimes. 

Thus, Galampa remains functioning as a public space or a 

democratic space, then the social life of fishing communities 

in Holimombo Village live safely and peacefully in 

togetherness. 
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