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Abstract—AIDS is one of the major infectious diseases in 
China, hence the publicity of its prevention and treatment has 
been continuously increasing. With the rapid development of 
China's economy, the government must provide more extensive 
and effective service to the public. In respect of AIDS prevention 
and treatment, the effective intervention of government 
functional departments has played a role, and all major colleges 
and universities have always attached great importance and 
vigilance to the prevention and treatment of AIDS. Although 
China’s colleges and universities have not only improved their 
understanding and knowledge of AIDS but also changed their 
concepts, their popularization of AIDS-related knowledge is still 
far from enough, and their AIDS prevention and treatment is not 
satisfactorily effective. This study takes AIDS prevention and 
treatment as the entry point, and introduces the government-
purchase-service mode, its existing problems and corresponding 
solutions. It also discusses the status quo of AIDS prevention and 
treatment in China’s colleges and universities under the 
government-purchase-service mode, and proposes some solutions 
so as to effectively curb the incidence of AIDS in colleges and 
universities so as to contribute to AIDS prevention and treatment 
in China. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION 
Public health has always been a service that is closely 

related to public life. With the support of international funds, 
many social forces have participated in it, effectively 
promoting the role of social organizations in AIDS prevention 
and treatment. From 2011, international fund programs started 
to withdraw from China, and the 2012-2013 Community 
Organization Participation Program of Global Fund AIDS 
Program was the last global fund program in China [1]. Since 
then, China's anti-AIDS fund has decreased drastically. In this 
context, the Chinese government needs to fill the money void. 
Our experience of AIDS prevention and treatment indicates 
that social organizations play a huge role in the prevention and 
treatment of AIDS [2].  

Therefore, the mode of government purchasing service 
from social organizations has become the new approach to 
AIDS prevention and treatment in China, supporting social 
organizations to continue their irreplaceable role. Under such a 
mode, colleges and universities are in proactive cooperation 
with the government in the fight against AIDS, creating a 
healthy learning and living environment for teachers and 
students. Although China’s colleges and universities have 
always adhered to the principle of prevention first and 
treatment as supplementary, there are still shortcomings in 
some aspects.  

As the quality of AIDS-related work is related to the health 
of college teachers and students, it must be highly valued. This 
paper reviews the developments of AIDS prevention and 
treatment in China’s colleges and universities under the 
government-purchase-service mode, and provides some 
reference in this regard [3]. 

II. A REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT-PURCHASE-
SERVICE MODE AND ITS EXISTING PROBLEMS 

A. A Review of the Government-purchase-service Mode 
Directly providing public health service to AIDS patients, 

high-risk groups, their family members and the general public, 
social organizations have more advantages than the 
government in AIDS prevention [3]. As AIDS patients pay 
great attention to privacy, the government is often faced with 
such problems as inability to locate the patients and strong 
psychological resistance. However, social organizations are 
different: their employees share similar experiences and 
conditions with the target groups, resonance and recognition 
are easily generated, and then health education, care, rescue, 
visits and other efforts on AIDS prevention and treatment can 
be smoothly carried out [4].  

With the continuous development, more and more qualified 
social organizations have participated in the competition for the 
service purchased by the government. There are 3 modes for 
the government to purchase the service of AIDS prevention 
and treatment from social organizations.  

The first one is non-competitive authorized or entrusted 
purchase [5]: the purchase of service, based on the needs of the 
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purchaser, allows the experts to directly select a social 
organization after their evaluation rather than through 
successful bidding. This mode is highly efficient, enabling the 
purchase of service after a short period of time; its downside is 
that competitive bidding has to be conducted if the financial 
fund exceeds a certain amount.  

The second mode is purchase after competitive bidding 
which is the main purchase mode: according to the objective of 
a service project, the organizer initiates the bidding process, 
willing social organizations fill out the application form, and 
then qualified social organization(s) are chosen to complete the 
project [6]. This mode involves continuous activities necessary 
for the project: test and intervention for high-risk groups and 
care for AIDS patients.  

In terms of the evaluation mechanism, the purchase through 
competitive bidding can be divided into result-oriented 
marketized purchase and the planned purchase that regard 
activities as output. As the most appropriate mode for the 
government to purchase service, purchase after competitive 
bidding selects competent social organizations from the 
competition to carry out anti-AIDS work.  

The third mode is non-competitive subsidized purchase [7]: 
social organizations are given a certain amount of financial 
subsidy to subsist. This mode solves the survival problem of 
social organizations, but the small amount of fund does not 
fundamentally solve the problem of sustainable development of 
social organizations. 

B. Problems  for the Government-purchase-service Mode 
The first problem is the faulty mechanism for government-

purchase-service mode. In 2013, the activities of large 
international programs for AIDS prevention and treatment in 
China came to an end. Since then, the Chinese government has 
become the purchaser of social service, but its operations and 
effective use of financial fund are still under discussion [8]. 
The second problem is that the local governments are weak in 
their willingness to purchase anti-AIDS service from social 
organizations [9].  

According to the survey, although some governments in 
some economically-developed cities actively purchase service 
from social organizations, most local governments fail to do so. 
The third problem is the survival of social organizations. Social 
organizations launch activities on funds, but the current funds 
merely cover labor costs and there are no funds for human 
resources [10].  

In the 21st century when commodity prices are on the 
continual rise, service costs have increased significantly and 
now survival is the biggest challenge [11]. Other than that, the 
government is striving to showcase the registration of social 
organizations as its achievements, but the organizations are not 
interested because registration indicates more operating costs 
and more survival difficulties [11]. 

C. Solutions for the Government-purchase-service Mode 
First, in the face of a dilemma after the international 

programs have withdrawn, the Chinese government can 
purchase large-capital service projects through competitive 

bidding. Where the AIDS prevention and treatment funds are 
limited, the disease control department can resort to non-
competitive authorized or entrusted purchase as a way to 
reduce costs. Besides, the local disease control department 
should consider the costs of purchasing anti-AIDS service from 
social organizations when applying for the financial budget in 
case of fund shortage [12].  

Secondly, while the local government has responded to the 
national policies, AIDS prevention and treatment projects are 
not effectively included into the services to be purchased by the 
government. To address this issue, the government should 
encourage unregistered grassroots social organizations to apply 
for service projects, promptly inform major social 
organizations of the information on the AIDS prevention and 
treatment work carried out by international organizations in 
China, and do its utmost to help these social organizations with 
funds [13].  

Thirdly, the willingness of local governments to purchase 
service from social organizations can be enhanced through 
policy advocacy. The health administration can establish a 
mechanism to purchase social service from grassroots 
organizations with integrity and give play to their advantages. 
As for pricing, it should correspond to specific areas in China 
[14]. 

III. THE STATUS QUO OF AIDS PREVENTION AND 
TREATMENT IN CHINA’S COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES UNDER THE GOVERNMENT-
PURCHASE-SERVICE MODE 

In 2014, the number of AIDS patients aged 15-24 in China 
was 15,000 in 2014, an increase of 20% from 2013; among 
them, 2552 were students, an increase of 59% from 2013 [15]. 
In 2015, the number of AIDS patients aged 15-24 was around 
75,000, growing at quite a fast rate [16].  

Additionally, the infection rate among young males has 
also been rising. In the 12th five-year action plan on AIDS 
prevention and treatment, it was proposed that over 90% of 
young adults and teenagers should have knowledge of AIDS 
prevention and treatment by the end of 2015 [17]. At present, 
more than 90% of Chinese college students have basic 
knowledge of AIDS, but they fail to know about the 
professional knowledge and correct approaches to AIDS 
prevention [18].  

At the age associated with a high AIDS infection rate, 
college students are the focus of AIDS prevention and 
treatment, being the country's concern and care. There are two 
reasons for this: the first is that college students are in 
adolescence, physically and psychologically being at the risk of 
AIDS; the second is that, in the era of diverse cultures and 
various thoughts from both China and the West, more and 
more of Chinese college students no longer insist on traditional 
moral values, becoming more open about gender relations [19].  

However, in stark contrast to the openness, these college 
students do not understand AIDS-related knowledge very 
comprehensively: they don’t know well whether AIDS can be 
cured and how it is transmitted, and their attitude and behaviors 
towards AIDS patients are also not positive. Both the lack of 
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publicity of AIDS-related knowledge and the lack of education 
on healthy behaviors have determined that college students are 
at high risk of AIDS. As the situation is gravely serious, it is 
extremely urgent to carry out effective anti-AIDS work in 
colleges and universities. [20] 

IV. EFFECTIVE MEASURES FOR AIDS PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT IN CHINA’S COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES UNDER THE GOVERNMENT-
PURCHASE-SERVICE MODE 

A. To Establish the Government-purchase-service System 
As the key component to purchase public service from 

social organizations, the Chinese government has not launched 
well-rounded policies. The state council, financial sector and 
civil affairs departments are still at the level of offering 
guidance and suggestions. Service purchase by local 
governments has not been put into practice [21]. In this context, 
the government should establish a guidance system as soon as 
possible to clarify the scope, mode, and social organization 
qualifications of the service purchased by the government, and 
determine the health service that the public needs.  

The government should also incorporate the service into the 
budget, institutionalize the purchase, and improve the 
management of service purchase. Moreover, it is necessary to 
give play to the government’s advantages in official publicity 
and education of AIDS prevention so as to remove public 
discrimination against AIDS and enhance public understanding 
of AIDS-related knowledge [22]. 

B. To Carry out Both In-class and After-class activities 
In view of the lack of health knowledge among students, 

China’s colleges and universities can effectively strengthen 
AIDS education in their quality-oriented education through 
both open courses and regular courses on general AIDS-related 
knowledge and AIDS prevention and treatment [23]. On the 
World Health Day, World AIDS Day, World Blood Donor Day 
and International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, various specialized activities on AIDS prevention 
can also be carried out, such as exhibitions, knowledge contests, 
volunteer service and on-campus signing events.  

In this way, college students can participate and develop 
interest in AIDS-related knowledge. In addition, some books 
on AIDS prevention can be placed in the library for them to 
read. All above can help Chinese college students prevent 
AIDS to a certain degree. 

V. CONCLUSION/SUMMARY 
To sum up, colleges and universities are the publicity focus 

of AIDS prevention and treatment, and their prevention and 
treatment work is closely related to AIDS prevention across 
China. The government-purchase-service mode has mobilized 
more personnel to participate, and college students are one of 
its beneficiaries. The mode has assisted in AIDS prevention, 
raised the public satisfaction towards the government, and 
helped create a harmonious and healthy social atmosphere. 
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