Advancesin Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 286

3rd International Seminar on Education Innovation and Economic Management (SEIEM 2018)

Research on the Implicit Evaluation in “Sina
Weibo” Discourse

Zhipeng Liu*
School of foreign languages
Taishan University
Taian, China

Abstract—As an emerging social media, microblog has
quickly become a popular communication platform since its birth.
There are a large number of implicit evaluation resources in
microblog, which explicitly or implicitly reflect the author’s views
and attitudes. Microblog media expresses its opinions by using
the large number of seemingly neutral but explicit attitudinal
resources to evaluate the positioning and ally the readers.
Through the analysis of the microblog report about Shanghai
Import Expo, we conclude that the selection of lexical metaphor,
graduation resources and ideational meaning is an important
embodiment of implicit evaluation in media discourse; the
identification and exploration of implicit evaluation resources
behind the microblog media is of great significance.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

As a new way of information issuance, microblog’s
involvement and penetration into various fields of Chinese
society has become increasingly popular, and it has attracted
public attention and has a great impact on the Chinese public
opinion. The we-media era led by microblog allows everyone
to become a citizen reporter through it. Fowler points out that
the media are often concerned about the reports and comments
which show hidden attitude to coordinate positions and ally
readers with the certain language resources. ™ Through these
apparent expressions, news discourse can guide readers to
accept their viewpoints, construct inter-subjective relations,
and establish interpersonal relationships.  Therefore,
exploration of the attitudes, positioning and ideologies in
Weibo discourse plays an important role in constructing and
understanding interpersonal relations in society. The appraisal
system theory provides a powerful theoretical analysis tool for
the study of Weibo discourse. In recent years, using this
theory for discourse analysis has won the approval of linguists
at home and abroad, and has achieved great results. J.R.
Martin's systematic evaluation theory is based on the systemic
functional linguistics in the practice of discourse analysis. The
appraisal theory aims to study the attitude, emotion and
judgment embodied in language resources. There are many
kinds of evaluation resources in Weibo discourse, but in recent
years, most of the research has focused on its explicit
evaluation, paying no attention to the implicit evaluation. The
attitude and positioning in Sina Weibo texts can be identified
through the interpretation of the implicit evaluation, which is
therefore fully presented to the reader.

Il.  DISCOURSE ANALYSIS RESEARCH FROM THE
EVALUATION PERSPECTIVE

The appraisal system theory studies the various attitudes
negotiated in the discourse, the intensity of the emotions
involved, and the various ways of indicating the value and the
readers of the alliance. ¥ Evaluation system can be
summarized into three subsystems: attitude, engagement and
graduation. The three subsystems can be divided into multiple
subsystems respectively. The evaluation is divided into
explicit evaluation and implicit evaluation. Explicit evaluation
refers to expressions of attitudes represented by such words as
happy, angrily and hate, which clearly indicated the author's
attitude. Implicit evaluation is expressed by semantic
structures that appear to be neutral but imply the author's
attitude. With the application of appraisal system theory to
analyze media discourse, to explore the attitudes and
positioning behind the text is increasingly valued by linguists.
After entering the 21st century, scholars at home and abroad
have also discussed the application of evaluation system
theory in media discourse from different aspects, but mostly
focused on explicit evaluation. Media discourse often
expresses the position of the media group with implicit
language resources that have no obvious emotional expression.
Wang Tianhua pointed out that news discourse uses the
implicit evaluation resources to dynamically construct news
discourse and locate readers ®!; Zhang Lei and Miao Xingwei
believe that the evaluation resources in discourse have the
function of discourse construction I; Ran Zhihan believes that
the transitive structure in English news discourse has the
evaluation function B+ Therefore, it is of great significance to
analyze the evaluation resources in news discourse and
explore the hidden attitude behind it. Sina Weibo is the most
influential information-sharing and communication platform
and has become one of the important sources of issuing news
and comments in China. Therefore, this article takes the 2018
Shanghai Expo as an example, and uses the related microblog
discourse as the corpus to analyze the manifestation of implicit
evaluation and explore its evaluative function.

I1l.  IMPLICIT EVALUATION IN DISCOURSE

A. Lexical Metaphors Inspire Implicit Evaluation

The idea that vocabulary provokes evaluation refers to
stimulating the reader's attitude through the analogy between
different conceptual domains in the discourse. This
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metaphorical language reinforces the emotional resonance of
the evaluation. In the following description, the use of lexical
metaphors serves to stimulate evaluation:

(D)We were bought like a market. We was all lined up in
white dresses, and they’d come round and pick you out like
you was for sale...... I remember all we children being
herded up, like a mob of cattle, and feeling the humiliation
of being %raded by the color of our skins for the government
records. !

(2)This story’s right, this story’s true
I would not tell lies to you
Like the promises they did not keep
And how they fenced us in like sheep
Said to us come take our hand
Sent us off to mission land
Taught us to read, to write and pray
Then they took the children away... !

The use of lexical metaphors has emerged in both
paragraphs abowve. In the example (1), the government’s action
indicated does not show the non-human behavior of the
government in the discourse, but “the treatment of the original
inhabitants is like treating goods”, especially the use of three
analogy - like a market, Like you was for sale, like a mob of
cattle - clearly shows the gowvernment's disregard and
indifference in the reader's mind. Example (2) is a song that
reflects the portrayal of true life of Australia's “stolen
generation”. The “stolen generation” is a tragic group in the
history of Australia. At that time, the Australian government
forced the mixed-race indigenous children to be taken from
their families and adopted in the nursery school on the
grounds of improving the lives of indigenous children and
accepting human culture education. “And how they fenced us
in like sheep” expressed the opposition and denunciation of
the “stolen generation” to the government’s barbaric policy,
because the psychological trauma caused by the government
cannot be bridged. There are also examples of lexical
metaphors in Sina Weibo, such as:

(3) Shanghai jin b6 hui kaifang jiedao ju weéi de tuanti
canguan, jiégud zh¢ bang daniang, dasdo, dama, dayé vi
iinzhan guén ndli wén xiang iiu wing nali chong, zhivao kan
dao you shiwu shi chi de, xiang é lang ban de feng yong ér
shang, zui dido shou zhua, shénzhi hai na chi zi dai gouwu
suliao dai zhuang, bad méi yige you shi shi de tanwei géi y1 sdo
ér guang.

(4) Qin niang hé ta 130 hudban ldo qingzido paidui ling lai
de iin b6 hui ménpido. din niang shud ta xido hudban hai g€i ta
tigian zhandui zhe piao jianjué bunéng yin géi wo,3000 wan
de xiézi kan bu daole......

The lexical metaphor of xidang é lang ban de feng yong ér
shang (floating like a throng of hungry wolf)” in example (3)
highlights the reader’s resentment towards the attitude of
“some women who are eager to snab the imported food
displayed at the Expo”. Howewer, on the other hand, it also
shows that China’s hosting of the Expo has indeed achieved
great success and attracted many exhibitors and citizens to
participate actively. The exaggerated expression 0f3000 wan

(30 million pairs of shoes) in the example (4) shows that theis
exaggerated language expression highlights the number of
merchants participating in the Expo, which also confirms that
the Expo attracts attention fromall over the world.

B. Graduation resources flag implicit evaluation

Graduation is a common linguistic phenomenon that
quantifies things, qualities, behaviors, etc., and expresses the
strength of attitudes. The graduation semantic part is at the
core of the evaluation system. It can not only express the
ideational meaning, but also have the functions of
emphasizing and mitigating the strength of the attitude in the
interpersonal communication. The grading of the ideational
meaning can be flagged. To flag means that the speaker uses
the graduation resource as a signal to imply the existence of
the attitude shown to the reader. The force and focus are the
two sub-categories of the graduation. The former involves the
quality, the intensity of the process and the number of entities,
respectively called intensification and quantification; the latter
refers to the classification of the typicality of things in certain
category. Focus refers to the fact that the evaluated object is a
core member or a peripheral member of the category.
According to the strength of the semantic value, the focus can
be refined into sharpening and softening. Please see the
examples below:

(5) Yidan quanmian kaifang, yong ru de réqian, yiyé zhi
jian [force:intensification] Ke jin qudandou
[force:intensification] zou diaole, zhdngguo jiu bian chéng di
ér ge[force:quantification] ribén.

(6) Te lang pu jido jin ndozhi [force:intensification] Zuzhi
jink6u.  Zhonggué qué wei hé Da zhang qi
gii[force:intensification] Huanying jinkou?

(7) Juxi, bén ji¢ jin bdé hui zhonggud dalu shoufa xin
chanpin, xin jisht huo fawu 570 yi jian [force:quantification],
Gongyou 4100 dué ming [force:quantification] Jizhé can hui
baodao. OK ai kuai lian gdngchéngyuan shouxi vaniitvuan
lijiyué rénwéi, jin bé hui dul qi kuai lian qi daole jiao da de
[focus: sharpening] Tuidong zudyong.

The graduation resources can be divided into two poles of
rising and falling according to the semantic value. The rising
semantic values mean the author's positive evaluation, while
the falling semantic values indicate the author's neaative
evaluation. In the example (7), the number of 570 yu jian
(indicating rising strengths), 4100 duo ming and sharpening
focus words jigo da de ( highly), highlighting the author's
positive evaluation which shows the large-scale of national
fairs. The intensification of the words jido jin ndozhi (rack
one’s brain) and Da zhang qi gii (openly) indicating rising
strength in example (6) and the expression of yiyé zhi jian
(overnight)and qudndou (all the whole) in example (5)
demonstrate the fact that Shanghai Import Expo is welcomed
and recognized by people all over the world.

C. The selection of ideational meaning affords implicit
evaluation

Ideational meaning (function) is the subsystem of the
three major linguistic functions in the systemic functional
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linguistic theory. It attempts to describe what happens in the
surrounding world and the human’s inner experience. The
affording of implicit meaning refers to the fact that in a
discourse the author expresses his or her attitude through the
selection of the different ideational meaning. White pointed
out that evocation and provocation are the most important
implicit evaluation methods in the news discourse

Evocation mainly occurs through the pure ideational meaning
in the discourse to arouse the positive or negative emotional
response of the reader or listener, as inthe following example:

(8) Jintian cong guoiia huizhdn zhongxin (shanghii) lidojié
dao, vin jinkéu bélanhui zhingi youxian, kiolii dao shimin
réng you qianglie¢ de guan zhin xiqia, wéi jinyibu kuoda
jinkou boélanhui de yingxidng hé yichii xiaoying, zi jintian qi
zhi 11 yué 24 ri, jinkdu bdlanhui kaimu shi zhi lintan
huichédng, pingxing luntan huiching, gudjia zhanshi guan, nan
guangchiang jiang xiang shéhui kaifang, shimin ké ping
canguan quan midnféi canguan, huanying shimin péngyou
gianwang canguan.

In the clause of example (8), the author of the discourse
does not use words that clearly indicate the meaning or
emotional attitude. Howewer, this clause only presents a
statement of the fact that, in order to satisfy the majority of
people in the world, the Chinese government holds the
Shanghai Import Expo and meets the good expectations of the
eager citizens and people of all countries. The people are
enthusiastic to take part in the expo, and then the main forum
venue, parallel forum venue, national exhibition hall, South
Square will be open to the public. So the public can visit these
exhibition halls for free. Howewer, the information of this
clause can arouse the positive emotional reaction of the reader.
The arousal of this emotional reaction mainly stems from the
value orientation in the reader's mind and the judgment of the
social and cultural orientation. Look at the following example:

(9) Shanghai jin bé hui kaifang ii€dao i weéi de tuanti
canguan, xiang rang naxie tuixii, xiagdng hé waidi zai hiu
zhanshi jizhu de rén nénggou kai kai yanjie, lido jie yixia
shiji¢ xianjin de dongxi.

In the example of (9), naxié tuixia, xiagdng hé waidi zai
hii zhanshi jizhu de rén (those who retire and temporarily
reside in Shanghai) are structures of nominalization. The
sentence in this example is transformed from a material
process clause into a noun phrase, which is a transformation of
a proposition to an entity, and omits the actor and modality
components. Systemic functional linguistics believes that in
the material process clause, the actor is the participant

component responsible for the process, and exerts a certain
influence on the subsequent goal. Therefore, such statement
expression proves that the Expo is welcomed and recognized
by people all over the world, implying the author's positive
evaluation.

IV. CONCLUSION

Evaluation is the core of all discourses and media reports,
and evaluation can be classified into explicit and implicit poles.
Media discourse often uses the linguistic resources that appear
to be neutral but implicitly evaluate the voice and indicate
positioning of the certain media group. This paper analyzes
the manifestation of implicit evaluation from three aspects:
lexical metaphor, selection of ideational meaning and
graduation resources, and explores its evaluative function in
discourse. The identification and interpretation of implicit
evaluation resources in microblog discourse needs to be
activated by the situational context and related social and
cultural background knowledge. Finally, it is pointed out that
the evaluation resources in the discourse are very abundant, so
the research perspective in this paper is far from satisfactory.
Therefore, the evaluation of Weibo discourse is worthy of
further discussion by scholars at home and abroad.
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