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Abstract— This article discusses the phenomenon of the
tendency among Muslims to carry out the activity of ziarah kubur
(visit to the grave) in Jakarta on the last days of Sha'ban month,
the 8th month in the Hijri calendar. The purpose of this research
is to know the factors that motivate them in implementing that
activity. To achieve this goal, the authors use qualitative research
methods with the approach of religious science in Islam and
sociology. This approach is used because the things that are read
in ziarah kubur are related to elements from Islam religion and
that activity is carried out by peziarah (grave visitor) who have
social relations with the deceased while he was still alive. From
that research, obtained results that indicate the existence of
increasing of ziarah kubur activity on the last days of Sha’ban
month at cemeteries in Jakarta. The moments leading up to
Ramadan holy month (the month after Sha'ban) is a powerful
phenomenon in motivating them to carry out ziarah kubur
activity. The time approaching the coming of Ramadan month is
considered as an interesting time to carry out ziarah kubur. As a
conclusion, ziarah kubur activity among Muslim in Jakarta on the
last days of the Sha’ban month which approaching the coming of
Ramadan month has shown a phenomenon of increasing when
compared to that activity in other days. Its impact is the existence
of great attention from peziarah to use the last days of Sha’ban
month to carry out the ziarah kubur activity.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Ziarah Kubur is an activity to visit the graves of the
deceased. In this place, peziarah reads the verses of the Qur'an,
tahlil, tahmid, tasbih, istighfar, shalawat, and others, then ends
with a prayer for the deceased. This reading can be done by a
person himself or by being guided by a guide who has expertise
in guiding ziarah kubur reading. Peziarah can be individuals or
groups. Ziarah kubur activities can be done at any time, but in
the last days of the month Sya'ban it experienced an increase in
activity among some Muslims in Jakarta [1].

Jakarta is a big city that is the capital of Indonesia. The
population of this city is heterogeneous which consists of
various ethnicities. The majority of the population are Muslims.
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Some of the Muslim population of Jakarta have a activity of
ziarah kubur in the last days of the month of Sha'ban in various
burial places in that city, such as cemeteries in Tanah Kusir,
Karet Bivak, Jeruk Purut, Menteng Pulo, and others [2].

There are several articles that contained information about
the ziarah kubur. However the thomb and the burial location
discussed in this article is different from those articles. There is
an article that contains information about the activity of ziarah
kubur by visiting ancient tombs in Jakarta [3, p. 369--387].
While some other articles chose graves of wali (holy man) or
graves outside Jakarta as a place for research of articles on the
activity of ziarah kubur, such as the ziarah kubur activity in
Gresik and others [4, p. 247--261], [5, p. 149-164], [6, p. 335-
-353]. Thus, there are differences between this article and
articles written by other authors. The difference includes two
things: the location of the graveyard which is used as a place of
research and the tombs visited by peziarah. Another article
examines the graves of certain people (holy people) who are
visited, while this article discusses the graves of ordinary people
who are used as a place for visit by their relatives.

Il. METHOD

This research uses the method of religious research and
sociology. Ziarah kubur is an activity which is related to
religious rituals. This can be seen from the existence of reading
in Islam read at the tomb. That reading are some verses of the
Al-Qur'an, tashih, tahlil, tahmid, and others. Therefore, in this
research, it is necessary to use methods of religious research.

On the other hand, this activity is something that is
commonly practiced by some Muslims in Jakarta. They have
social relations with family members, including with family
members who have died by visiting their burial sites, both at
public or family cemeteries. Therefore, sociological research
method is also needed in the writing of this article. The study
of social relations between family members has relation with
sociology because the relationship between people in group life
is a field of study of the sociology [7, p. 17]. In this case, the
appropriate branch of sociology to be used as a research
method is the sociology of religion which studies the
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relationships between individuals in society groups in religious
activities [8, p. 8], [9].

If linked to the means used in the study, there are two types
of research methods used. The first method is library research,
and the second method is field research. By using library
research, the author uses the information contained in various
books, articles, and other reference sources. Another method
that is also used in this study, is the field research method by
observing several cemeteries in Jakarta that are usually visited
by peziarah in the last days of Sya'ban, the days leading up to
the month of Ramadan. Some of the cemeteries in Jakarta that
have been observed for writing this article are public cemeteries
in Tanah Kusir, Karet Bivak, Jeruk Purut, Menteng Pulo, and
others. Some of these cemeteries are places that are visited by
many peziarah.

I11. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

A few days at the end of the month of Sya'ban, the 8th month
in the Hijri calendar, in various public and family cemeteries in
Jakarta, there is a phenomenon that the number of peziarah
increases significantly compared to the other days in the
previous month. Although the ziarah kubur activity can be
carried out any time without any attachment to a certain time,
those days are different moments from other days because the
time coincides with the approaching of the holy month of
Ramadan. This phenomenon is seen in public cemeteries in
Tanah Kusir, Karet Bivak, Jeruk Purut, Menteng Pulo, and
others [10] - [13]. Besides being able to be seen in public
cemeteries, this phenomenon is also seen in several family-
specific cemeteries.

In visiting the cemetery, many peziarah carry fragrant
flowers. Usually that flowers are purchased from traders not far
from the cemetery. They sow the flowers above the tomb so that
the burial place is fragrant and well- preserved as a symbol of
the peziarah attention to the deceased. Some of the peziarah
called the activity of visiting the tomb in the last days of the
Sya'ban month before Ramadan with the term nyekar [14].

At the burial place, the peziarah recites the Sura al- Fatihah,
the Sura Yaésin and tashih, tahmid, tahlil, and closes with a
prayer, hoping that the reward is conveyed to the soul of the
deceased visited. Usually these readings are read by the
peziarah himself or the peziarah uses the services of others to
read them in exchange for money voluntarily without certain
tariffs [15].

Ziarah kubur is an activity that has relation with the
teachings in Islam. In Islam, based on a Hadith narrated by
Imam Ahmad and Imam Muslim, there is a recommendation to
Muslims to carry out the ziarah kubur activity so that they can
remember the coming of death and the life in the hereafter [16,
p. 477]. By remembering the coming of death and life in the
hereafter, they are expected to be able to increase their faith and
tagwa to Allah SWT. In addition, they are also expected to be
able to improve good deeds. Thus, ziarah kubur is not only
beneficial for the deceased visited, but also for peziarah.
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On the other hand, for people who do ziarah to the tomb of
their parents, ziarah kubur can be interpreted as an attempt to
do good to their parents. At the tomb of the parents, they prayed
that his parents would get forgiveness for all their sins from
Allah SWT, obtain His mercy and compassion, and obtain the
best place in heaven [17, p. 347]. Attention of children to their
deceased parents by praying for them to get the best things in
the afterlife is part of the signs of children's piety. In Islamic
teachings, the attitude of pious children who always pray for
their parents to get good in the afterlife is a pious deed whose
reward can be accepted by their deceased parents [16, p. 479].

In ziarah kubur activities, praying for the deceased to get
good in the hereafter can not only be done by children to their
parents, but can also be done by others, including by people
who do not have kinship. The benefits of prayer in ziarah kubur
activities carried out by anyone, including those who do not
have a kinship with a deceased person, can be felt by the people
who were buried in the visited place. [16, p. 479].

As mentioned above, there is a phenomenon of increasing
ziarah kubur activities in various cemeteries in Jakarta on the
last days of the month of Sya'ban before Ramadan. From this
phenomenon, it is seen that the last days of the Sya'ban month
before the month of Ramadan is a chosen time that attracts
some Muslims in Jakarta to carry out ziarah kubur activities.
The month of Sha'ban has a very strategic position because its
position is before Ramadan. To be able to reach Ramadhan,
Muslims must go through the month of Sha'ban. Because of
that, there is a prayer as taught by Rasulullah which its contents
are among others to get blessings in the month of Sha'’ban and
the opportunity to reach the month of Ramadan [18, p. 37--38].

Ramadan is a holy month for Muslims. Towards this
arrival, they generally make preparations by carrying out
various good activities. Among other things, ziarah kubur is an
activity which its benefits are expected to be felt by the
deceased [16, p. 479]. Therefore, the last days of the month of
Sya'ban and before the coming of Ramadan, the ziarah kubur
activities increase in various cemeteries in Jakarta. In the
ziarah kubur activity, they also clean the tombs visited and sow
flowers. Thus, during the holy month of Ramadan, the tombs
looked clean.

The month of Sha'ban is a month which its position is
flanked by the month of Rajab and Ramadan. In Islam, the
month of Rajab is a month that has privileges and glory as part
of Asyhur al-Hurum (Dzul Qa'dah, Dhul Hijjah, Muharram,
and Rajab) [19, p. 309]. Based on a Hadith of Rasulullah, the
month of Rajab is the month of Allah, the month of Sha'ban is
the month of Rasulullah, while the month of Ramadan is the
month of the followers of Rasulullah [18, p. 44]. Thus, it
appears that the month of Sha'ban is flanked by a month that
has privileges and glory, so that Muslims are expected to still
have great attention to the month of Sha'ban by carrying out
various good activities [19, p. 309].

Besides being able to be analyzed from religious aspects, the
phenomenon of the increasing ziarah kubur activities can also
be analyzed from sociological aspects. There are several
sociological aspects that can be researched from the
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phenomenon of the increasing activity of peziarah in the last
days of the month of Sha'ban. Among these several aspects,
there are aspects of efforts to remember the deceased relative.
Pilgrims have had a relationship in group life, whether in family
or friendship, with the deceased when still alive. There are
peziarah efforts to remember the social relations that have been
done by people who have died.

The opportunity to carry out ziarah kubur with family
members can be used as a momentum to build awareness in
family social relationships. Harmony of social relationships
among family members can be achieved if there is attention
among them. The last days of the month of Sya'ban are used as
the right time for them to build concern for deceased family
members in the form of ziarah kubur activities.

The month after Sha'ban is Ramadan. In this month,
sociologically, attention to good charity activities in inter-
individuals social relations in empirical phenomena in Jakarta
seems to increase. The atmosphere of welcoming the
improvement of good deeds in the month of Ramadan can be
felt in the last days of the month of Sya'ban, so that the activity
of the ziarah kubur as a social-religious activity increases in the
last days of the month of Sha'ban along with the activities to
welcome the holy month Ramadan. Thus, their attention to
social-religious activities in the month of Ramadan does not
forget their attention in carrying out social-religious activities in
the month of Sha'ban. [19, p. 309].

The increasing activity of the ziarah kubur on the last days
of the month Sya'ban has a sociological impact in the economic
field. This impact is seen in the increase of various flowers sale
around the cemetery in Jakarta. This flower is a complement to
the activities of the ziarah kubur usually carried by peziarah
[20]. The flower is spread on the thombs, thus creating a fragrant
aroma. Therefore, in the last days of the month Sya'’ban many
people who sell flowers around the tomb obtain more incomes
compared to other days. [21]. The increasing activity of the
ziarah kubur on the last days of the month Sya'ban also causes
an increase in the incomes of other traders. In addition to many
flower traders, there were also many food and beverage traders
at the cemetery in Jakarta on the last days of the Sya'ban month
before Ramadan [22]. The increasing number of people carry
out ziarah kubur is an opportunity for traders to earn more
income.

Another sociological impact in the economic field is the large
number of people offering tahlil reading services and prayers at
the cemeteries visited by peziarah. The increasing number of
people who conduct ziarah kubur at the cemetery is used as an
opportunity for them to offer these services. From this service
offering, they get the reward from peziarah voluntarily [15].
The opportunity to offer tahlil reading services and prayers at
cemeteries in Jakarta is also used by people from outside Jakarta
to get income [15], [23].

IV. CONCLUSION

The discussion of this article can be concluded that in
various cemeteries in Jakarta there is an increasing
phenomenon of ziarah kubur activities in the last days of the
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month of Sha'ban before Ramadan. This phenomenon is seen
in cemeteries in Karet Bivak, Tanah Kusir, Jeruk Purut,
Menteng Pulo, and others [10] - [13]. The increase in ziarah
kubur activities on those days is related to religious and social
elements. The relation with religious elements is that ziarah
kubur is a recommended activity in Islam to pray for those the
deceased in order to get the best things in the hereafter, in
addition the peziarah can also remember the death and the
afterlife [16, p. 477]. The relation with the social element is that
the ziarah kubur on the last days of the month Sya'ban can be
used as an effort to remember members of relatives who have
died, build social care in family social relationships, and do
efforts not to forget the month of Sha'ban to carry out social-
religious activities in the days of preparing to welcome
Ramadan [19, p. 309].

The increasing activities of the ziarah kubur in the last days
of the month Sya'ban has a sociological impact on the
economic aspect, that many flowers, food, and beverage traders
appear around the cemetery in Jakarta [13], [22]. Other
sociological impacts in the economic field can be seen in the
number of people who offer services of reading tahlil and
prayers at various cemeteries in Jakarta [15].

The phenomenon of increasing ziarah kubur activities in the last
days of the Sya'ban month before Ramadan can show the value
of piety among the peziarah. The value of piety can be seen
from various things. One of them is the attitude of caring for
people who have died by performing a ziarah to the tomb of the
person to read tahlil and prayer.

REFERENCES
[1] “Warga Jakarta  Ziarah Kubur Jelang  Ramadhan,”
Liputan6é.com, 14-Jul-2012. [Online]. Available at:

https://www.liputan6.com/news/read/421107/warga-jakarta- ziarah-

kubur-jelang-ramadhan. [Accessed: 04-Agu-2018].

[2] <“Jelang Ramadhan, Warga Jakarta Serbu Pemakaman,” DetikNews, 09-
Sep-2007. [Online]. Available at:
https://news.detik.com/berita/827432/jelang-ramadhan-warga-jakarta-
serbu-pemakaman. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].

[3] P. Siregar, “Tradisi Ziarah Kubur pada Makam Keramat/Kuno Jakarta:
Pendekatan Sejarah,” dalam Islam and Humanities (Islam and Malay
Local Wisdom), Palembang, 2017.

[4] B. Setiawan, “Tradisi Ziarah Kubur: Agama Sebagai Konstruksi Sosial
Pada Masyarakat di Bawean, Kabupaten Gresik,” BioKultur, vol. V, no.
2, pp. 247--261, 2016.

[5] A. Ismail, “Ziarah Ke Makam Wali: Fenomena Tradisional di Zaman
Modern,” J. “Al-Qalam,” vol. 19, no. 2, pp. 149--164, 2013.

[6] Yuliyatun, “Ziarah Wali Sebagai Media Layanan Bimbingan Konseling
Islam Untuk Membangun Keseimbangan Psikis Klien,” KONSELING
RELIGI J. Bimbing. Konseling Islam, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 335--353, 2015.

[7] D.P.J. Bouman, Sosiologi, Pengertian dan Masalah, 13 ed. Yogyakarta:
Penerbitan Yayasan Kanisius, 1976.

[8] D. D. Hendropuspito O. C., Sosiologi Agama. Yogyakarta: Penerbit
Yayasan Kanisius, 1983.

[9] “Aspek Aspek Umum Kajian Sosiologi Agama,” Khazanah Islami.
[Online]. Auvailable at:
http://mukzizatislam.blogspot.com/2012/12/aspek-aspek- umum-kajian-
sosiologi-agama.html. [Accessed: 04-Agu- 2018].

14


http://www.liputan6.com/news/read/421107/warga-jakarta-
http://www.liputan6.com/news/read/421107/warga-jakarta-
http://mukzizatislam.blogspot.com/2012/12/aspek-aspek-
http://mukzizatislam.blogspot.com/2012/12/aspek-aspek-

£

ATLANTIS

PRESS

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

T. Maharani, “Jelang Ramadan, TPU Karet Bivak Ramai Peziarah,”
DetikNews, 06 Mei 2018. [Online]. Avalilable at:
https://news.detik.com/berita/4007417/jelang-ramadan-tpu- Kkaret-bivak-
ramai-peziarah. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].

Pamungkas, ‘“Ziarah Jelang Ramadan di TPU Tanah Kusir,”
SindoNews.com, 22 Mei  2017. [Online]. Available at:
https://photo.sindonews.com/view/22766/ziarah-jelang- ramadan-di-tpu-
tanah-kusir. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].

“Ziarah Kubur Marak Jelang Bulan Puasa,” Liputan6.com, 21 Agustus
2009. [Online]. Available at:
https://www.liputan6.com/news/read/241398/ziarah-kubur-
jelang-bulan-puasa. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].

“Ziarah Makam Jelang Puasa, Pedagang Bunga Dadakan Bermunculan,”
Poskota News, 26 Mei 2017. [Online]. Available at:
http://poskotanews.com/2017/05/26/ziarah- makam-jelang-puasa-
pedagang-bunga-dadakan- bermunculan/. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].
“Tradisi Nyekar Jelang Ramadhan,” KumparanNews, 11 Mei 2017.
[Online]. Available at: https://kumparan.com/@kumparannews/tradisi-
nyekar- jelang-ramadhan. [Accessed: 31-Jul-2018].

“Jasa Pembaca Yasin dan Doa Ramai di TPU Karet Bivak,” DetikNews,
26-Jun-2017. [Online]. Available at: https://news.detik.com/berita/d-
3542286/jasa-pembaca-yasin- dan-doa-ramai-di-tpu-karet-bivak.
[Accessed: 01-Agu-2018].

S. Sabiq, Figh al-Sunnah, 4 ed., vol. 1. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1983.

marak-

[17]
[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 302

M. N. F. H. Wahid dan A. A. A. Dahlan, Ed., Al-Majmii 'ul “Ali, Majmi”
Syarif K&mil. Bandung: CV. Penerbit Jumanatul *Al Art, 2003.

I. H. al-Asqalani, Tabyin al-’4jab Bimd Warada Fi Syahri Rajab.
Madinah al-Andalus: Muassasah Qurthubah.

Z. al-Dimasyqi, Lazaif al-Ma’arif. Riyadh: Dar Ibn Huzaimah, 2007.
“Jelang Ramadan, Pemakaman Karet Bivak Ramai Dikunjungi Peziarah,”
Liputan6.com, 22-Jun-2014. [Online]. Available at:
https://www.liputan6.com/ramadan/read/2067033/jelang- ramadan-
pemakaman-karet-bivak-ramai-dikunjungi-peziarah. [Accessed: 04-Agu-
2018].

“Jelang Ramadan, Pedagang Kembang ‘Dadakan’ Menjamur di TPU
Karet Bivak,” DetikNews, 04-Jun-2016. [Online]. Available at:
https://news.detik.com/berita/3225533/jelang- ramadan-pedagang-
kembang-dadakan-menjamur-di-tpu- Kkaret-bivak. [Accessed: 04-Agu-
2018].

K. Anggraeni, “Mendekati Ramadan, Permakaman Karet Bivak dipadati
Peziarah,” TEMPO.CO, 12 Mei 2018. [Online]. Available at:
https://ramadan.tempo.co/read/1088229/mendekati-ramadan-
permakaman-karet-bivak-dipadati-peziarah. [Accessed: 04- Agu-2018].
“Pembaca Doa dan Pembersih Makam Dapat Berkah Jelang Puasa,”
PoskotaNews, 26  Mei  2017. [Online].  Available at:
http://poskotanews.com/2017/05/26/pembaca-doa-dan- pembersih-
makam-dapat-berkah-jelang-puasa/. [Accessed: 04-Agu-2018].

15


http://www.liputan6.com/news/read/241398/ziarah-kubur-
http://www.liputan6.com/news/read/241398/ziarah-kubur-
http://poskotanews.com/2017/05/26/ziarah-
https://kumparan.com/%40kumparannews/tradisi-nyekar-
https://kumparan.com/%40kumparannews/tradisi-nyekar-
http://www.liputan6.com/ramadan/read/2067033/jelang-
http://www.liputan6.com/ramadan/read/2067033/jelang-
http://poskotanews.com/2017/05/26/pembaca-doa-dan-
http://poskotanews.com/2017/05/26/pembaca-doa-dan-



