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afraid that “in case of returning to Russia for conscription,” he
might lose his job in the theater and “his whole career.” The
collected additional information makes it obvious that Itsk
Lurie was an experienced dodger since as early as 1883 he
was liable for call-up, "but he did not appear for the
examination for fitness for military service." Meanwhile, in
the draft office, in which I. Lurie was listed, during the 1883
conscription there was a debt - “six Jews were missed”.
According to the law, for dodging during enlistment he was
threatened with disciplinary punishment. In the event that he
was recognized as unfit for service, there was an arrest of up
to three weeks. It can be assumed that apprehension about not
only for himself, but also for his relatives forced Itsku Lurie to
appeal with the petition to the honored name. The fact is that,
according to the highly approved opinion of the State Council
of April 12, 1886, the family of a Jew dodger was subject to a
fine of 300 rubles. The fine was imposed by the decree of the
county or city military registration and enlistment office and
was carried into effect by the police. And the unhappy Jew
would have been punished if there had not been a petition for
him of Grand Duchess Vera Konstantinovna (Duchess of
Wirttemberg), the younger daughter of Grand Duke
Konstantin Nikolaevich, the granddaughter of Nicholas I, who
lived in Stuttgart and was engaged in charity. According to the
Minister’s report, chamberlain Baldinger, attached to her, said
that the Grand Duchess was "particularly involved" in the fate
of the petitioner "in view of the outstanding talents of this
artist, to whom his beautiful voice promises a brilliant career."
The emperor could not refuse the request of his relative, and
on February 19, 1887, singer Lurie was exempt from military
service.

I1l. CONCLUSION

In 1874, 148,909 people were called up to military service
out of 702,689 people of military age. In 20 years in 1894

respectively 270 767 out of 1048 029 were called up. Statistics
show that every year only about 25% of young people who
were subject to military service were “commandeered”. Thus,
the all-class military service in Russia was all-class, but not
total, as military affiliation and supreme power excused
recruits from actual service, who drafted a lucky lot number,
who had poor health and physical disabilities (15-20%), and
also a huge number of those who had numerous benefits and
privileges. Expressing a humane attitude towards the families
of recruits in poverty, the authorities demonstrated not only
the democratic nature of the draft law against the
pauperization of peasant families, but also the royal favor,
which undoubtedly strengthened the authority of the Emperor
in the minds of ordinary people.
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